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THE Merchant, the Manufafturer, and the 
Sailof, vho at firft View appear to havb 
the greatett lAtereft In Trade, will, upon 
j Examination, be found not to be fo deeply con- 

cerned in its well or ill being as the Landholder^ 
whofe Intereft feems more remote> and who (with 
^ Sorrow it muft be faid) too often by his IndifFe- 

rence gives occaEon to fu&e^t, that he thinks he 
\ hath no concern in it at all. 

The former ar,e not fixt to a Country ; their 
Effefts are all Moveables, vended in many Parts 
y ^ of the World ; ' if they are opprefled in one Place, 
they can foon paclc up and fly to another, where 
. ' greater Freedoms Invite them ; they may indeed 
\ be bound by Leafes of Lands . or Houfes, but 
' Parchment Chains feldoin prevent despairing Fugi- 

tives : Therefore the Number of People in any 
Country, is wfell as their WeU-bcinig, depends iu- 
tirely on Trade. 

, The lland-holder hath an immoveable Proper- 
) ty, valuable only to fome few of his Neighbours 
! Of Countrymen, the Produce of which If Trade 

carries not off, nor brings in People to confume, 
but ovi the contrary by its Decay drives the 
^^ ^- ConfunHers away, his Tenants muft decay^ 
bi-feak, fly, his Lands be untenanted ; he may 
indeed fell at one Price or another, but when 
tiie bulk of his Neighbours are in as bad a Si- 
tuation as himfelf, and all Rents declining, the 

A a Value 
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Value of tintenanted Farms arid empty Houfes mufl: 
be very low. 

'^irir Ti^tierr are* iadted' QieUrR pmcheS, Biit' 
iJien they have the firft Warning to avoid the Ca- 
lamity, which comin^bittl by degrees to the Ulti- 
mate, the Land-holders, they arc the longer lull- 
ed in 'a d^eitful Seicurity. ' " ' <' ' 
^, Who tten is the oidft conccrneiin point-of In- 
tereft with regard to Trade, he whofe Property is 
3n Moveables, who hath the ficft WarQing^.^and. 
the greateft Chc^cc of Purchafers ; or he whofe 
Property is immoveable, who feels not the Dan- 
ger until it is far advanced, hath the fcaft Choice - 
of Purchafers,. and thofe declining oiics too, Kke 
Wmfelf? 
' As Men are f^d naturally to purfue their own 
Intereft, this IndiflFercrice in our Land^holders is 
inoirflroiis.^ Is it Pride whkh makes them think 
the Subjeft beneatfc them ? All foreign Courts* 
are now ftudying it attentively. Is it th« Fear 
that the Subjeft is too intricate ? A little Attcnr. 
don will make it as eafy to them'as to Foreign- 
-ers. Js it their Pkces that engrofs all their Time ? 
What they think they get by thefe, they may 
doubly lole in their Lands'. Is it their Plcafbrcs 
they now make their chief Bufinefs ? Alas ! they 
are paying vety dear for them,: and defcrvedly 
•DO, if that is the' Cafe: Thefe Caufes may aiFeik^ 
fome few, but the general one. I take to be the' 
Craft, Covetoufhefs, or falfe Notions of Intereft. 
in our Anceftors, who thought to lay the Burden 
of Taxes as remote as poffible from their Lands by 
laying them on Trade, and to buttrefs that up by . 
Prohibitions -5 both Which hav6 had quite contrary' 
EfFefts, and their Childreh's Ffeet are catched in 
the Ti-aps their Forefathers Ikif! for others j which 
cynical Spirit, it is to'be''ftare4 ^s not 'yet quite. 
worn out* 

To' 
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To reiaove all falfe Prejudices with Regard to 
Trade, fcom oui? Landrholders, to point out ta 
" them their trujc Intereft, to dear a plain ea(y Sub- 
■ jc^ from the Jmputation of Intricacy, to remove 
' Aofe deftru^c Diftlnftions without any differ- 
ence of laAifed and trading Interefts,.or to fum up 
all, to prove ^h,e' ftrong Conne6^ion in point of 
Intereft, between Land and Trade, 15 the Qcca- 
fion of publifhing this EITay, 

An Attempt is here made to fhew the Symp* 
' toms of OMr Decay, the Difficulties and Difcou- 

• ragemeiits oor Trade at prefent labours under, by 
which only Foreigners can rival us, the prodigi- 
ous artificial Valu^ we thereby put upon our Gtoodi 
po the hindrance of their Sale abroad ; the fi<Siti^ 
ous. Value they make in the Rents the Landv 
hpliler now receives, compared with the real Value 
a Free-Trade would make ; the great natural Ad- 

* vant^gies ow Country i^ ble/Tcd with fiiperior ta 
aay Nation in Europe y the Means proper to pro 
krve thefe bjy' unburdening our Trade, which wilt 
employ our Poor, Increafe the Stock of People,, 
and increafe our Riches ; all which muft terminate 
in increasing the Value of Lands. 

As of ail the Methods of raifing Taxes on the 
people, the eadeft and moft equal muft naturally 
raife the moft- Mpney and the feweft Murmurs ; a 
Propofal is hart oflered to t!ie Cpnfideration of the^ 
Publicly, for one Tax bn the voluntary Gon(ume|:s. 
of fiipecfluOQS Luxuries,, to fuf^ly all our prefent, 
poiitive, .and involuntary Taxes, without their ill 
Gonfequences, more eafy,.; more equal, fpecdier 
raiftdj, productive of more Money, which wSl' 
eveiy Year bring; in larg^ Sums to cany on* the 
jrcftnt War, at the fame time reftorc Trdde and 
ixcreiSs the Value of ourLands* 

Tfie Coniideration of our numevous Monopo- 
lies naturally led to an Enquiry ioto^tfie nature of 
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a Free-Port Trade, as well as the ftrojog Preju- 
dices now fubfifting againft it ; and though a dif- 
ference in Opinion will herein be found with fevf- 
ral great Men who have wrote on this Subjeft, yet 
it is not intended to caft any RefTc^iiion on their 
Memories, or lelTen that Efteem which their pofk 
Endeavours for their 'Country's Good )u|Hy intitle 
them to ; but only to fet the Subjeft in that ge- ^ 
neral Light they feem not to have viewed it in, and 
put it to the ftrongeft Trial it is capable of. 

Perhaps it may be wondered at, that no Bounty 
fhould be propofed as a Means to reftore Trade^ 
bu|! if a Free-Port will gain us all thofe Trades we 
are naturally capable of^ it will appear to be itfelf 
' the greateft Bounty, and in endeavouring to force 
Nature, the Expencc is certain^ but the Succefs 
doubtful. 

As an impartial Search after Truth was the Au- 
thor's folc Motive for writing upon this Subjeft, 
fo he defires the Reader to be aflured that he has 
not publifhed any thing but what appears to him 
as fuch ; and as an earned of his Sincerity, he de- 
clares, that whatever Miftakes are proved to be 
committed, no Perfon /hall be more willing to re- 
traft, or more grateful for the Favour of better 
Information, and which he will not fail to own 
whenever this E/Iay fhall be found to deferve an- 
other Edition. If the feveral Propofals here of- 
fered for the reftoring our Trade, ^and therewith 
the Value of our Lands, ihall appear to be found- 
ed on Reafon and the nature of Commerce, he 
flatters himfelf there is Virtue and public Spuit e- 
v^nough left in the Nation to carry them into Exe- 
' cution ; which, whether done or not, Iignifies no 
more to him than to any pther Perfon wl^ateyer, 
except the Defire of a Portion of l^at heart -felt 
Joy which thofe obtain, wbofc Laboiirs arV blel- 
led with their Country's Good. 
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THE Fdreig#Tra Je of ffritaitr m%y be de- 
fined to be, its Exports and Imports ipf 
Commodkies to and from other Coun- 
tries, "with the Navigation and. Intercousfe of Ek- 
. changes thereby ca^iTed*. : » 

The general Meafures of the Trade, of Europe 
91 prefenty are Gold and Silver, which, althoitgh 
. they are fometiones Commodities, yet are the uki- 
. mate Objed^s of Trade ; and die more or le(s of 
thefe Metals a Natk>n retains^ it is denominatedf 
Rich or Poor. 

Thofe Nations that have no Mmes of Cold and 
Silver,, have no Means to get them but by Foreign 
IVade^ and according- to> the. Diegrees of tliqfe 
Metals they retain, the Prices of their Cojnmp- 
dities, the Numbers of theip Pcoj^, and thefe- 
. iK'idi she Value of their Land$ rife and fall inprp*- 
portion. 

Therejfore if the Exports of Britain exceed its 
. Imports,,Foreigners muft pay the Balance in Trea- 
. fiire, and the^ Nation grow Rich. 

But if the Imports of Britain exceed its Exports^ 
we muft pay Forcigjiers the Balance ia jFreafure^ 
J and the Nation g^ow Poce^ 

Thfi: 
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The Imports cannot exceed the Exports !n any 
Country where the Trade is free^ eipecially if 
die Country abounds \rath Home Commodities^ 
becaufe theie not being raifed to aiitificial Prices by 
Tasies, muil be fo cheap to the Inhabit^mts, that 
foreign Commodities couldnotanlwer the Ci^rges 
of' *t]ran(p<3d[ing fo^ the Confumption of fuch a 
Country, uiilefs the People exported fo much of ' 
ibAt .beft Cammoditie& as to want, or content 
themfeives with a Supply of inferior ones from 

,.o&er Nations ; Co that the chief Imports of a 

. free-Port Trad€ in a fruitftil Country, cannot be 
for the Confumption of the People, until they 
make room for them with Advantage to them- 
feives, but mull be either Materials to be manu- 
factured, which will afterwards be re-exported in 
Goods improved by the Peoples Labour at leaft 
twice, it may be ten times their firft Coft, iH- 
creaHng thereby a Nation's Treafore in propor- 
tion ; or elfe Coods to lay up in Store-houfes, for 

' it being the Intcreft of Merchants to buy any 
Commodities that offer in cheap times to fell again 

• when the Markets are advanced, Part of fiich Im- 
ports, although they be Luxuries, as moft of oUr 
I/idia Goods are, and purchafed with Treafiire, 
do become at fome time or other advantageous 
Exports, and beddes paying for what is confumed 
at home> do bring in plenty of Treafure^ as was 

- the Cafe of our Ba/f- India Trade formerly : Of 
which Holland is at prefent an Example, although 
it affords neither Com, Naval Stores, or Mate* 
rials of Manufafture to fubfifl the eighth Part of 
its People ; although it confumcs great Quantities' 
of French Wines and Brandies, yet becaufe its 
Trade is almofl^ee, its Merchants bring the Ba- 
lance in its favour with almofl all Countries. 

The Barometer of Trade between any two Na- 
tions is the Gourfe of the Exchange^ the Nation 
» over- 
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over-balanced batfing al^^ys its Money untl'er- 
valaed.. 

The , Barometer of the general Trade of a Na- 
tfbn is its Mint, if pknty of Treafure is brought; 
in, and little carried out ; part of it will be con- 
tinually coining, and much new Money will ap- 
pear, the certain Symptoms of a flourifliing Trade. 

But if much Treafure be brought^n, yet more 
Be carried out, the Mint muft lie. idle, little new 
Money will appear, the fiire Siga of a decaying 
Trade. ^ 

That thcForeign Trade of J7rr/^7w declines, wUli 
appear by the following Symptoms. 

The many Petitions to Parliament complaining., 
of the Decay of the Woollen Manuf^ftoiy;. 

The ftarving Condition theJPoor are reduced . to^ 
in theCloathing Countries. . . 
\ The lo\^ Price of Wool. 

The long Credit Shopi-kccpers take. s 

■ The great Numbers of Bankrupts. 

The .Exchange being againft us this /^^^.^3,, 
1740, to Places where formerly h ^;^^as for tis, 
wz. Hgmburgh^ Holland^ Venice ^ ^nd Genoa t 

The Exchange- being more againft us with ^ 
France , ,x!t\2ai in the times of open Trade, although' 
its Goods are loaded with fuch high Duties as a-r- 
iftount almoft to a Prohibition.. 

The Exchange beiag lefs for us with Portugal' 
than it was^ during Queen -//»«/'s War, altteugl^ we 
had Troops and'Subfidies to pay there. • 
' The great Exportation of BuHim, 

The Mint's lying idle, little or no new Gpiir^ 
appearing. 

Thet ^efeiit' Scarcity pf Money, efpedally Sfl- 
vct. 

"fhe great Arrears of Rent the Tenants ar^ in; 

all aver England, which the Landlords everywhere^ 
complain of, ' * , . < 

' ^ . The; 
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The great Numbers of Farms thrown upon the 
Landlords Hands. 

The vaft Increafc of the Poors Rates. 
. Thefe Symptoms of the Decline of our Foreign 
Trade being fo very plain, the Caufes are the 
Things to be found out, and then the Remedy 
may be eafy. It is a Maxim in Philofojphy, Take 
away the Caufe, and the ESeO: will ceale ; but we 
have troubled our Heads fo little of late Days with 
this good Maxim, that our Remedies of high 
Taxes, Prolilbitions and Penal Laws, have been 
applied to flop EfFefts, while the Caufes have ne- 
ver been thought on, and ilnce they have not had 
any Succefs, or ever can in our prefent Circum- 
ftances, and would appear needlefs were the Cau^ 
fes underflood and removed ^ I ihall attempt to 
fliew what are, 

L The Caufes of the Decline of our Foreign 
Trade. 

II. The Reafons why the Decline of Foreign 
TrJlde finks the Value of Lands. 

III. Offer fomc Means to reftore both. 

PART I. 

The Caufes of the Decline' of our Foreign 
Trade will appear to be, 

I. Our prefent Taxes, fome of which are une- 
qual, and all of them fraught with oppreffive Con- 
fequences. 

II. Monopolies, whereby the Many are oppref- 
fed for the Gain of a Few. 

III. Ill-judged Laws. 

IV. Our large National Debt. 

1. Our prefent Taxes, conCfting of ift, the 
Siamp- Duties', 2dly, the JFtndoW'Tax \ 3dly, the 
Coal' 7 ax; 4thly, the Land-laxi .^\h\yy the Sa/t- 

Duty ; 
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I Duty ; 6thly, the Excifes on Sppe^ CandleSy Leather ^ 

Ice. 7thly, and laftly,, thje Cujloms^ the oppreffive 
Gonfequenccfs of which I fhall endeavour to ihew.. 
Fir fly The iiamp-Dutf. 
k This feems to be a Hard/hip oathe Oppre/Ted^ 

\\ for if Knaves defraud honed People of their Pro- 

perty^ thefc iaftare deterred from endeavouring tO' 
^ ^ recover it by this exceffive Tax on Law, and a 
poor Man fuingfor 20/. pays the fame Stamp-Du«- 
i^ ties as a rich Man wHo fues for 20000/. which 

greatly prevents the Poor, and oftentimes the. 
JRich,, from recovering their juflRiglits.. 

N,, 5. 'Tis fubmitted,. whethcu to prevent For- 
^ gpries, it would not be better to continue the 

Stamps on Bonds, Deeds, &<:• at a moderate 
Rat€, and only take them off Law Proceeding^;; 
alfo to continue them on Cards andi Dice«. 
S'econdfyy Th.c Window-Tax, 
^ This is To unequal. That a Man of rooo/T Ck- 

pital, bred to a Byfinels that ablblutely requires 
Room,, yet if his Houfc has thirty Windows in it,, 
he muft pay as much as the richcft Duke in the- 
^3-r "*" Kingdom,, whofe Income may be, exceeds forty 
times the others Capital* 
nirdiy^^ The CoalrTax., 

G^^, on Trade, in Page 103, fays, that Cba/^< 
i brought to London yfzy about 10 j. per Chaldron ,p 

Duty. 
Ditto y Water-bom, to the other Parts of the 
. Kingdom, $$. , 

Ditto^ Exported to Foreigners,. 3 r.. 
This favours Earcigners more than, our owm 
^ People, more efpecially the Inhabitants of London: 

and its Neighbourhood, who pay abouf y.s. more 
Duty ^/r Chaldron than Foreigners, fo ^that wc. 
hereby encourage them to under^work the Lon- 
doners more immediately in Iroi\ Wares, and Tome- ' 
thing likewife in all Manufaftories where Coab are 
i^ ^ . ufcdJ 
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tifed. A Tax on a Commodity of fuch general 
Ufe to the Poor as well ias the Rich, mm\ like 
CfVit Exctfes, add to the Dearnefs of the Poort 
Living, raife the Wages of their Labour, and the' 
Price of manufaftured Goods, which likewife in- i 

fenfibly afFefts the Rich : But who can exprefe the "^1 

Jf ardfhips and Miferies of the Poor . when hard 
Winters (ftich as that in January 1739-40) raife ' ■ 
the Price of Coals e^cceffively, and yet a havy Tax j 

on them ftill adding to the Opprcffibn? ',,/''[ 
Fourthly^ Tht Land-Tax. . . ■ 

This being now at 45. in the Pound, is pddb^ 
feme to. the full, but by many not above 2j. in 
the Pound, and that wi;thout any Reafon, but be^ - ■ 

caufe the Eftates happen to be in different Coun- 
ties, which were varioufly affcfted to a new King 
when the prefent AffefTment was made, whereby 
fome Members of the Community being ever ^ 
fince" put undefervediy in 4 worfc Condition than ' 
others, are a deadweight againft evert our moft 
heceffary enlarged Expences ; wrong Policy, that 
increafes Diffenfion always in times of Difficulty. 
This Tax has befidcs been attended with a very 
bad Confequence to the Nation, in having made a 
Diftipftion where there is no Difference, viz. of 
Landed and Trading Inter efts) Country Gentlemen, 
finding the hahd-fax a heavy Burden On them, 
thought to eafe thcmfclyes by loading the Trader; 
whom they laoked upon with^ jealous Eye, think- 
ing his Situation eafier, . wh^cby that Trade which 
had raifed iha Value of their Eftates, and which \ 

only could fupport the increaleS Value, being de- 
prived' of their Prcteftion, and cranip'd with 
Duties without Mercy on all Occafions, has in- 
deed'be6n brought fulKciently low, and is bring- 
ihg dov/n with it the Rents of their Lands ; and' 
they may fee the fatal Error when it is perhaps 
t^o late, Trade being like a coy Danie, difficult 
to bebrought back when flighted. Mr. 
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Mr. Lode, in his Conjideratiom of the Confequences 

^ the lowering of Intereji, and railing the Value oj Mo* 

keyy page 86, afferts it to be an undoubted Truth^ 

That he (i, e, the Land*holder) is more concerned in 

7rade, and ought to take a greater care that it be weH 

managed,, than even the Merchant himfelf\ for he will 

certainly find that when, a Decay has carried away one 

Fart of mr Money out of the Kingdom, and the other 

is-^ept in- the Merchants or Tradefmens Hands y that m 

Law; he can make, nor any little Arts ofjhifiing Pro* 

perty among ourfehes, will bring it back to him again i 

but his Rents will fallj and his Income every Day lef. 

fen J till general tndujlry and Frugality y joined to a 

^joell ordered Trade, Jhall rejlore to the Kingdom th^ 

Riches and fVealth it had formerly. 

Fifthly, The Salt Tax. 
*> This is collected with the greateft Expencc of 
any, in proportion to its Amount, confequently 
is more grievous to the Subj^ft, and lefs beneficj^ 
to the Government : Is attended with more per- 
nicious Confequences than any fingle Tax, for it 
has an univerfal Influence on all Manufaftures, by 
bymg great Hardftiips on the working Poor, whofe 
chief Food is Bacon and falted Flefh, and who in 
many Places are forced, to lay in a Stock of falted 
Provifions for th^Vinter: The fame with relpeft 
to the Farmers all over the Kingdom: Isprejudi-: 
cial alfo to our Navigation, by enhancing the Ex- 
pence of Viftualling of Ships, which raife the' 
Freights, on Englijh Bottoms, to the great Advan- 
tage of Foreigners ; or forces the Merchants to 
viftual abroad, to the great Damage of our Lands ; 
Prevents even the veiy Improvement of our Lands, 
Salt being the beft Manure, and on account of its 
cafy Carriage the cheapeft. But the greateft Pre-- 
judice of all is, its preventing the Improvement 
of our Herring-Fi/hery, that great Nurfery of Sea- 
men, by enhancing its Expences to the great Pro-' 

fit 
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fit of the- Z>«fri>; for tho* we allow a Bounty on* 
exported Fifh, yet the Home-Confumption, which 
would be a valt Help to promote theFiflxeiy, be- 
ing, taxed, has made the Trade languifli, and little 
is done either for the Home or Foreign Demand : 
And notvvithftanding that this Article of cured: 
Herrings b io neceflary for the Support of the 
working Poor.^ yet are they loaded with fo heavy ' ^ 
a Du(y, as makes them too chargeable a Morfel 
for the Poor to encourage die Fifliery. 

The States- G£neraL in their Pro clamatibn dated 
m the: Hague i 1^9 July ^ 1624,- call the Great Fiih- 
ing*, and catching Herrings, the chief ejl Trade mdi 
frincipal Gold Mine of the United Provinces/ where" 
by many thoufands of Hou/holds^ Families f Handicrafts^ 
Trades and Occupations y are fet on worky well main- 
tainedy and profpery efpcially the Sailing and Naviga- 
iiouy as well within as without thefe Countries y is iepif 
in great Ejlimatian, 

Should fo beneficial a. Trade that well maintains^ 
Handicrafts, Trades, ^^^ and keeps in great Efti- 
mation a Navigation,, fhould fuch a Trade as this^ 
I fay, be obftrufted for the fake of a paltry Tax,, ** 
that produces but about 150000 A per Annum neat, 
to the Government ? Have we loft all our Senies^ 
and fhallwe leave tht: Dutch unrivallM for ever in; 
a Trade,, which they declare to R a principal Gold. 
Mine, and yet is the neglcfted Produce of our, 
own Goafts ? 

Sixthly y The Excifes. ^ 

Tho' the Excifes on Sope^ CandleSy Leitther^ &c,. 
by their manner of raifing are.fo difagreeaWe to. 
the Nation in general, that any Inveftive agabft- ~ 
them at this Time would be ncedlefs, having been, 
fo largely treated on already by out greateft Poli- 
tical Authors: And as the Intent of this E/Tay is- 
only to fet Things in the fingle Point of View 
wLich relates to Trade, I Ihall confider them na 

otherwife 
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otherwife than as Taxes on Commodities, hut 
, attempt to fliew the augmentative Faculty of all 
fuch Taxes, and the great Prejudice they do to 
Trade ; for whatever raifes the NecefTaries of Life 
raifes Labour, and of Gbuxfe the Price of every 
Thing that is produced by Labour. And it will 
be made appear hereafter by a Calculation of th^ 
oppreffive Confequences of the Excifesy &c. that 
they alraoft treble themfelves to the People for 
what they raife to the Government ; and it is to 
be feared it would apjpear much inore, if we could 
go to the Bottom of the Oppreffion,. and if it be 
confldered that Tradefmen iii a Country, by their 
mutual Dependance on eaeh other, are like Wheels 
in a Machine, in which if one is touched, the others 
are afFe£led. Airiidft fo many trading Movers, ta 
what. Degree the Oppreffion is increased, is im- 
poffible to know, nor muft we be ftartled at the' 
largenefs of fucli Calculations as being too great 
for us to pay, for bemg circulated chiefly among 
ourfelves, and going out by Dribblets we hardly 
perceive tlicm ; but yet are furprized to find Wa- 
ges and NecefTaries grow dearer and dealer, becaufe 
few ufe themfelves to confider the Immenfity of 
fuch coJlefted Advances in fmall Sums ; but if w^ 
compare the difference of the Price of NecefTaries 
between England and France ^ we fhall find that dif- 
ference plainly accounting for the vaft Amount of 
the Confequences of our Taxes; nor can it be a 
Trifle that makes fuch a fruitful Country as jEwp-- 
land is, fa dear, and its Trade decline fo fafl j for 
our working People being forced to purchafc the 
NecefTaiies of Life dear, mufl work dear to live 
until their willing' working Hands are quite tied up 
by Foreigners, who live Icfs taxed, and of courfe 
work cheaper, fo that they muft and do underfeir 
us at all Markets for manufadlured Goods, where 
they come in Competition with us, and in Time 

muft 
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milft ftop all fuch Exports.. And I appeal to the' 
Experience of every honeft Man cqnverfent' ii 
Triade, whether it docs not decline Year after Year^ 
ihore.efpccially our Wollen Trade, which has been, 
eftlmatcd to be as neceflary to us as Bread is to the- 
Life of Man, for our dfeareis Goods muft lie unfold 
or be fold with Loft, which muft flop or break our 
Mercfhants ; they. 6ur Clothiers and Weavers; theie- 
laft their Journeymen, who muft either ftarve, tuni> 
Beggars, Thieves, or fly to our Enemies and help^ 
them to ruin us th6 fafter, which has happened 'tod 
much of late Years* Opprefs Trade, afld the 
Generality of the common People become mife- 
fable and burdenfom to,the Rich, every little acci- 
dental Slackening of Trade increafes that wretch- 
ed Number, as the. following, Cafe will fully illus- 
trate.. 

A poor Man either by hafd Weather, the dead 
time of the Year in his particular Trade (for all 
Trades have luch times) Sicknefs, o^various other 
Accidents cannot work, but having faved ten good ' 
Shillings is determined to allow himfelf only bare 
Neceflarles, which if untaxed^ might coft about 
4^. per Day ; his Money then will hold thirty Days. 

But if Neceffarics are advanced by the Confe- • 
^uences of our Taxes %d per Day on his Confiimp* 
tion, in that Cafe 6 d. per Day is only equal to the 
above 4//. for his Maintenance, and he can then" 
hold out but twenty Days, and is forced the earlier 
by ten Days (in which poffibly he might get Em- 
ployment) to ftarve, beg, or fteal. 

Abfolute Starving, we muft hope, feldom or ne-- 
vcr happens amongft fo humane a People as the. 
Enghjhy but want of Ncceflaries may fo impair a 
poor Man's Health that he may never recover it, 
and then an ufeful Subjeft, part of the Riches of. 
the Nation, is loft. 

Begging 
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'- Begging but ten Days leaiW the poor M^ in. 
iih Way of Life that few ever ge( rl<l of, astd 
' tfaen Inftead of an ufefulSubjed; he becoittfisa t>ar- 
decfom, aadoftendmeis a.vUialhbui^one. 

Stealing, whereby he becgtnes the Bane of Sd* 
eiety, a^d not eotitented with mjuring his Neigh- 
hour in hJs Property, is prompted fometime^ to 
take away h!s Life» ; ana in both Cakt expofes 
himfelf to be cot off by the Hand of Jufticc. 
Every way a Lofs to the Nation. 

In all theie Cafes the poor Man may have a-. 
fargcFamflyof 6b8dren, addihgMiferytoMJfeiy^ 

Encourage but Trade by knocking off <Mie ^f 
' thbfe Fetters, its Bxcifiy and tiie Chiiidreii of the 
Poor will be trained uip to Labour, become iift- 
ifui induifrlous Subje^, live comfortably as Jour- 
neymen ^ or perhaps as Mafters, and contribute 
thei^r Afliftanee to add more Power to the Nation,, 
and help to ea(e the Rifch of their Taxes ; for the- 
greater number of Individuals thereare maCouti- 
tiy capableoiF paying, the Icfs tbeTax waibe ea 
^ach of them if equ3ly laid. It is the Intereftfef 
tfee Rkh to let the Poor be able to get Money foi? 
thcfr AfBftance, for by preventing them,, they 
bring the greater Weight on their own Shoulders ^ 
for thefe Oppreffions .do not flop with the Poor, 
but extend like a Plagne to the Rieh and the Nobte, 
whofe Fortunes inienfibly moulder away by theni ;; 
are the chief Caufes bf the prefent decliniiig Con- 
dition of their Tenants,^ thtt great Increafe of the. 
Poor's Tax die Nation now labours under, wfaiidi 
in fome P&ces has lately been at above 8:J. in the 
Pound, and muft by degrees inevitably fink the 
Value of their Eftates, until one Ruin involves alK 

Several Authors have thought Excifes and Land- 
Taxes to be the .moft equal Methods of raifing 
Supplies, but, if ftrifUy attended to,, they wifi . 
appear far otherwifc ;. any thing pofitivc and invo- 
luntary 
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iuntaiy cannot avoid Opprelfion, which Humanity 
^fliould always make the iirft Confideradon in ra^ 
. ing Money from, the People^ and good Policy die 

fecondy. ia order to prevent Evauon and Frauds 

die Children of Oppref&on. 
A working Bachelor pay^ the Excife^ liu on 

fcis own Shoes only* «' 

A working Man^ifed-M^ does the fame for him- • 
.fclf, th^ fame for his Wife, the fame for his five 

Sons, the fame for his fiyc Daughters ;, twelve ia 

Fam'dy. 

K Landed Bachelor of i coo I. perAhmmi, whto< 

^LafdTax\^zi^s, pays lOoL 

A Landed Marr<ied-^Mano£the fame Eftate d6es 

the fame, haying.a Wife and ten Children. 
Will any one % in thefe Cafes that the Ex^fe 

^n Leather y BXidtt^p Land-Tax ^^ are equal Taxati- 
ons? In the §rft Cafe, is not the Oppreffion m- 
• creaf^dtw^elve Articles to* one ; and in the fecond» 
. at leaft loHr t^^one i For theLanded'Married-Maii^ 

with fuch a Family, cannot, ihould;not live more 
^ comfortably on his whole Eftate, than the Bache* 
" lor can do on the Qi;iarJ:er of bis y^ and how are die 

Landed Gentlemen that are married ppprefs'd,, 

who are ia- both Cafes ? . 

And here it may not be improper to examine 

the Inconveniencies of a P^M-Tax, foch as the States 
' of HoUand iffued, an Ordonnance on the 28th of 

March ^ *74^> for eftablilhing: In the Preamble 

to whkh it ifs faid, That the Safety of the Country^ 

and its< IhhabitatUs, requiring a . greater Number nf 
'Troops to he kept up than ordinary^ their Nobb and High 

Mightinejfes have been obliged tofearchfor the nojl pro-^ 
pr Means4o provide for the Expencei of that Augmen- 

uuiony and they have not found any more fittii^ than the 

Efiahlijhment of a Pqll-Tax, proportioned to the Jii- 

Utiii of every, one.. 

Tbi 



■^ r 



\ 



Declines ^f Phe: Fo R EiGjrTsLA Dfe. 19 

7he jirft Qafs is of tbofi who Mrn, fpend^ or pop- 
Jefs an Income of 

6qo Florms^9utofwhfch4hiyJbaU pay 6 FL toiSis^Tax* 
700 Ditto 8 Florins 4000 Florins 75 Fiorim 

, 800 2)/«d 1,2 Ditto 4500 JQ*/>to 90 Ditto 
lOQo Z)///^ 15 Z>///^ 500Q Ditto IJIO /?!/<«[ 
l2<jo Dkt^ 1% DittOr Oopo- -Ditt^ h^Diuo> 
h£op Dkto 25 Ditto 7000 Ditto \^o Pitto. 
20Q.Q Ditto Tp, Ditto Sooo, Ditto 180 Ditto. * 
25OQ Ditto. 40 Z)/«« 90CO Pitta , aoo- i)iV/^. 
3P0Q Ditto 5P Z^i/m loooo^Ditta. 250 Z)rf/<^ 
3500 Z)/V/^ .63 2}///tf 12000 Ditto 300 Drf/^y 
tf;?^. foi Off, increafir^ on thi Foof of 50 Florins y f^r 

. evirx 2000 /&r/«jL Incm^^. ,, ,, \ 

With due refpefl: to their Noble and High Mfgh- 
tin«fles,, I ihall beg leave to repeat what I hive 
juft: before aflerted, v/*.-that anything gofitive and* 
involuntary cannot avoid Opprcilion, &c> and add' 
, a few Reoxarks on this. PoU-Tax to fupport that 
Afleitionk 

V^^ It is unei^at^ cpnfequeritty unjuft and! op- 
prcffive,. , . - 

By this Tax a married Man of 600 Florins In- 
come, with flx^ eight, or ten Children^, whgie Fa* 
mily b fo numerous that his Income is* fcare fulfici- 
ent 10 maintain them, and who.at the Year's end has; 
hardty one Florin left, b to pay the iame as a Bache- 
lor;^ who. hath only himfelf ,to:maintain, and per- 
haps lays up fixty Florins a Year : What Injuftice 
and Oppremon b hereJ Six Fibrins are exafted 
froni one Man^ who has not conyeniently, cannot, 
have one to fgare,,and no more from another who. 
can (pare fixty; and. yet. this is not the worft View 
this Tax b capable of .being' put b, Sor^ fiippofc^ 
the Bachelor^s 600 Florins Jncome tp. aiife from 
the Intereft of his Stocks in Fbllan^i^ or. FnglanJ^ 
and the married ManV by his Labour : here b a 

£arthc« 
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fcither' fhocl^g piece of Injuftice, whereby Jir^ 
duftry and Idlenefs are put on the fame Footing. - 
* \dfy^\t *ifijtirc$ Txadey consequently iinpovc-^ 
tiffied a Countfy* 

By railing the Prices of Labour and* Goods j 
f6r a Man who earns by. his Tsade fioo Florins *a. 
Year, and whofe numerous Family confumes the 
■^hole, If fix Florins are exaftcd frdmliim, lie 
muft raife tbem by advancing- the Prices of his 
Labour or hiis Goodis; elfe he cannot live, and 
die dearer Gbods grow,^ die lefo vendible they 
ai-e, confequently the lefs iTr^dc thi^ Man will 

"hav^j- h' didt Ais Tax ihcreafes his Expences^, 
and at the fame time le/Tens his Income ; tf thb 
i^s not QpprelBon> I kpo^wr not what is. 
All Taxes on Neceflaries or Trade do the feme;. 
0rfA», It tends to corrupt the Manners of the 
feoplc, confequently to, make them tumultuous, 
and lefs governable. ■ \ 

For being to Pky in propdrtSbln to -what thc^jr 
earn, (pend, orpofTefs, the juft Value Whereof ts. 

• iWipoffible^o be known but by tbemfclvcs, and to 
forc^. them to a Declaration, an Oath is always.. 

' impofcd^ which makes a Struggle between In- 
tercft and Gonfcience, an extreme wife Law,, 
whereby an honeflt Man is put on a worfe Foot- 
ing than a peijjured Knave : He that forfweab. 

'himfclf pays le6 than his due and faycs bis Mo- 

■ ney, but he- diat is confcientibus pays to rije fbll ; 
whfch latter fiifpe6lmg others to evade, is peaked- 
at paying more than hfe Neighbours, and woiji- 
ders why a falfe Oathihould not fit as eafy on him 
as on fo many others ; whereby the moft folemn 
Pledge of Truth among Men becomes frequent- 
ly violated, i^ defj)i^^, difregarded, and Intereft.: 
rides triumphant o verGonfcience , which latterbeing 
to Men as a Dike to keep out the Tortentof Vice, i£ 
QMe.a thorough Breach^-ls made aDelugc of Iniquity 

cnfuc»,. 
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enfiics, whereby aU good Principles are drowned ? - 
Andihe more vidous Maigrow, the r^adidr tbey 
are to oppdfe Authority. 

*^«;^/%«a^dlaftly. The Cujkms. 

' Cttftms ' are Duties coUefted in Sea-Ports or 
Frontier- Towns, by Authority of State, on Gpods \ 
•cpming in or going out of a Country* 

.. Ail Authors agree that low Cuftoms are one of 
die Gaufes of the great Trade of Holland. 

. If low Cuftoms caufe great Trade, it follows, 
tliat high Cuftoms caufe Rtde Trade; which, is 
comparatively our QAit now. ' 

, If the lower the Cuftoms the greater the Trade, 
«XO Cuftcrais or Free-Ports miift carry Trade to it» . 
4)|moft height ; which Cafe might be ours. 

If low CiAoms have fiich good Efte^ls in Hoi* 
landi >¥hich hath the moft natural D^dvantagcs ' 
iof any Country^ aTrec-Port mCift^have thegreat^- 
eft and beft Efte^ in Britain ^ whole natural A^van* 
tages are beyond any Gountnesin Eurtipe, as wift 
te proved itereafta-v 

« That the above Obfervations arc founded bTnkh 
Will appear, by fltewing how Cuftoms, . eipeciaUy 
Tjigh ones, dbftruftthe Trade of thcfe Nations. 

, jRr/?, TheypreventowrCoimtiy^sbcinganUni- 
Verfal Storehoufe. 

^Becadfe our Dut^s being fp great an addidonal 
pilturfement to the firft Goft of the Good^, no- 
Merchant will let fo mudi of his Capital lie dipact 
for Duties here, wlien he can have it aU drculat* 
4ng in Commodities in other Countries ; nor can 
liich Goods be re-exported, becaufe the OflBiceri 

Fees in and- out,, which always remain, and the 

fotereft of the Money lying dead for Puties paid 
^tho' they be moftly drawn back) are fo great a< 

Charge (the natural Intereft of Money bf ing mudx. 

higher with us than in, liollandj th^t the Gooda 

cannot come near 15 cheap iTrom us to. any fo.rejga 

t ' .' ■ Market, 
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Market, as from a Free-Port where nothing Is 
pjSd^n ot out; therefore they prevent our Coun- 
try's having the beft Choice of Goods atthe cheap- 
eft Prices, to tempt our Cuftomers: The great 
Duties on India Goods^ (Efcourage Foreigners oxry- 
ing at our Sales, who pay an extraordinary Charge 
of Commiffion on that advanced Price, and are 
forced to lie fome Months out of their Money for 
the Drawback ; befides, the ftrift Rule of decla- 
ring Goods at the Cu/tom'Ucmfe^ makes pubBck 
to every one eath Tranfaftlon of Trade, and* 
thereby prevents Shipping for foreign Ports fuch 
Goods as are there prohibited, which deprives bs 
df feveral beneficial Branches of Trade that are 
carried on from Holland^ or Free-Ports, to the 
great Advantage of Foreigners. 

^econdfyy They prevent the Increaife of our Na- 
vigation^ ' 

- By enhancing the Exp^ences of building and na-' 
\$gating our Ships. 

Boards, Hemp, Flax, Sail-cloth, and Iron, pay- 
ing Duties, thofe Materials muft be dear, and fe- 
wral Neceffaries of Life paying fom^ Cuftoms 
(and (bme Excifes) the Ship-buUaers Labour muft 
be d^ar-; alfo the Provlfions and Stores put on 
board the Ships. 

The Bnglifi) Sailor paying on his own and Fa-, 
miiy's Neceffaries; Cuftoms (and . Excifes) muft 
have, and hath higher Wages than moft other 
Countries give. 

So that a Brrtt/h Veffcl buik and rigged wirfi 
dear Materials, by dear Labour, fupplied with dear 
Stores, and navigated by Sailors at dear Wages, 
muft have dear freights, bring in all foreign Ne- 
eefraric$ and Materials for Manufafture dear, and 
carry out all our own Produfts and Manufaftures 
dearto foreign Markets, much" to the Difadvantage 
of their Sale. 

This 
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I , This (hews the Reafon why we could never ri- 
^al the Dutch f Hamburghersy &c. in the Oreenlani 
IVadc, the Navigation of tiieBahick, or the Her- 
Tkig-F^ifhcrjr, which being Trades carried, on for 
imall Profits^ our dear Nawgation efie£bially ex- 
' dudes us from makingany Increafe thofc Waysw 
I . ! By hot having an Univerfal Storehoofe, our 
"Ships, lifce empty Hoofes, lie fey idle in our Har^- 
l>eurs, waiting Months for Freights, the Intereft 
. >€# the Money they 'coft eating out their Profits 5 
or elfe are obliged to lofe dieir Time, and be at 
great Expences in {oing fr^in one Port to ano- 
ther to endeavour to get ti Cargo. - 

Tbirdfyy They 'prevent die Inoreafe of Sailors, 
the true Strehgdi of this Nation. I 

T This>is a Qonfequence of the two laft Remarks^ 
for no Trade breeds fo many or fo good SaUors, 
aethe Frce-PoTt and Carrying Tradeis, the Em- 
ployment being the greateft, and the Experience 
the largeft, as the Voyages are the moft various 
and exteniive, ifor 'tis no lefs than the Trade oi 
"^ tbe whole Worid. 

As Cuftoms ai-e inconfiftent wkfa fuch a Trade, 
of Gourfe they debar us of tliat Increaie of Sailors 
which muft be xteceflary to carry it on, and who 
would frote£): us froni, or carry Vengcaiicc to,, 
tbofe Enemies that duifi infult us. 

The Cuftoms upon Foreign Salt, aCommodity' 
^ necef&ry to our Fiih^, is likewife agreatPre- 
vendon to the Increafe of Sdlors, the Numbers 
omf^oyed in Holland by their Fishery, are prodigi- 
ous, 1 feai' ours bear no comparifon. 

The JBrMJb Sailor being forced by Cuftoms ani 

Exdfes to Jive dear, muft have dear Wages, which 

excludes him from Employment wherever Fo^ 

. seigfliers can be legally had, to the great DKcou- 

f agement of our Sailors and prevents their Increafe^ 

AU 
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*".;Afllhi$ Istiot onLy deftruftivc to our Riches, 
bm: J^fo^p ocy Scpurity, it being difBcuk in time - 
of^Wartomaji pur Na\y, notim|>rop^ly calfed 
our EloatSeg Gaftles,:aiid oc<5afions that bird Cuf- - 
toia <j)f PreflTujgj \^bi<h, puts a free-bolti Mrihih \ 
SailpTj on the. fboting of a Ticr*^ Skve j the , 
CtVM^' S^/> CflemiQt do 4 more abfolute hSt^ than 
to outer a Man to be dr^ged away from his Fa?- - 
icsSSf^ wd againft hkWill run his Hc4d before. 
the MoQth of a Cannoli ;• and if fach Afb ihonld ^ 
Sbe fteqbent in 7iBfH<y upon any coe Sct.of ufeful 
N^ voidd it not drive them .away to other* 
Countries, and tbha their. Numbers 5rearly? and. 
Vfoold flot the r^naining Few double or treble 
dieir Wagbs? whixrh is the .Ca&;of our Sailors ih' 
t^ of War, to the great Detriment of our 
^rade and Manufaftories. /.«•,• 

• fnirthfy, Hiey l^flen tiie Capital of our Mer- 
chants. 

By Iceeplng a great Part of then- Stotks by them 
Idle to pay the. Duties, of .^OjCoods they.import^ 
which is, in effect, making thein not only ad*-i 
"trance their Money for &e^rvice of &c .State, 
but likewife run the riik in the Credit they give> 
of -ever being reinsburfed, and is divejUdng a Stream 
<^{ Riches that fhould water Trade : far it often- 
happens tliat when ;our Merchants are ihort of 
€a(h> ^and they have hoth Guftoms aad Manufac- 
turers to pay, fo.much Money goes for the fitft,* 
that nothing is, left for the latter,' which caufes z: 
GircuiaticEn.of Di&ppolntments feldom known in^ 
Holland on that Ato^unt ; and the Dutch Merchants 
tan c(»Ty^oii the; (kme Trade with much lefs Stoick 
than ours, fell ichbaper, extend their Gommerce 
ferther^ and!of cx)orfe give better Encouragement 
to thieir Worhing^people, whdreby they caute them 
to be mdre idld^kious^than.ouiis.. . • 

The 
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The following Gafe will fliew the Difficulties? 
•and Difcouragements our Merchants labour under 
iXiorc than ^t Dutch our great Rivals in Trade. 

Suppofe a Merchant in Roiterdam to Mp Com 

for Bourdeauxy and the neat Produce- to amount 

*^ to the Value of 2000 /. Sterling, if he orders it to 

be Invefted in Wines, and fliipped far Holland^ he 

wiH not pay for Duties 40 /. 

Suppofe a Merchant in London to fliip Com for 
Oportv, andthejieat Produce to amount to the 
Va:lue of 1000 1. Sterling y if lie orders it to be in- 
vefted in Wines, and /hipped iot Engtand, he will 
pay for Duty above 2000,/. 

Therefore the Diuh Merchtot^s prime Co&y and 
Duties of his Cargo will be ^ 2040 

Thie Englijh Ditto, 4060 

1960/. of the Englijh Merchant's Dilburfe more 
\ than the Dutch Metchant's in the Amount of the 

f^ Duties, is imprifoned until the People he trufts 

f pay him, which may l>e a Year, or a Year and a 

:fialf ; whereas if the Dutch Merchant's Capital be 
-^ - equal, he has had 1960/. to employ in buying xq> . 
'^ Goods to freight another Adventure, may T>e of 

Woollens, ^ving ^uick Employment to the Na- 
vigation and Manufadlories of _his Country. • 
\ Suppofe the Ret^lers they truft Bfeak about tlie 

Ifear's End, and make a Compbfition amounting 
xo' 7:^ per Cent, on the Prime Coft and Duties of 
the Wines : • « ■ 

U^ ^ The Dutch Merchant's Lofs .will be . ;^ 1^30 

Tht Englijh Ditto, ^ 300%> . 

, ' This alfo makes our Merchants Rifk in Trad© 

greater, and their Loffes heavier than in Holland. 
Fifthly, They encourage and force the Goit- 
*^ -fumption of Foreign Superfluities. 

The dearer outlandifti Luxuries are, the ftiote 
they are efteemed by our People of Tafte ; it is- the 
Expence that makes Ae Elegancy, therefore Du- 
^ - . ^ :. , ' . . _ tie* r 
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, ties on them only further their Sale, as Mr. Loch 
clearly proves \sxii\iCQnftderattony &c. p. 93^ for 
it being Fanity^ not tJft^ that makes the expenjhe Fa^ 
jh'ms of your People ^ the Emulation is^ Who Jhatt have 
the finejt^ that is, the deareji Things y not the mo/l con^ 
venient or ufeful? How many Things do xve value and 
iuy, beeauje they come at dear Rates from Japan and 
China, which, if they were our oium ManufaSfure or 
Produ£i^ to be had common^ and for 4 little Money., 
would be condemned and negle^ed ? Have not feveral 
iff our own Commodities, off^ertd to Salt at reafonade 
Kates^ ieen defpifed^ and the very fame eagerly bought 
' ^nd bragged of, when fold for French at a doublePrici? 
You mt^ not therefore think that the ratjing the Price 
will leffen the Vent of fajhionable foreign Commodities 
among/} you^ fi long as Men have any tvay to purchafe 
them, but rather increafe it. 

But foefldes encouraging, our Cufloms force the 
Confumption heie of moft foreign Superfluities 
that are imported ; for though the Duties be moil- 
ly drawn back on fome Articles, yet the Intereft 
"of the Money lying dead for Duties and Fees in 
and out, hinder in lome degree their Re-exporta- 
tion, and in many Articles the Duties are only in 
'part drawn bbck, fo that what remains is Aich an 
additional Load as prevents fuch Goods being faie- 
able at any other Market, confequently forces us 
to confume all fuch Superfluities. This makes a 
People luxurious, V^ho can do nothing with fo- 
. reign Superfluities but riot and indulge \ whereas 
^ the Dutch having die Objeft of Gain always* be- 
fore their Eyes, by the Advance of foreign Mar- 
. kets for thole Superfluities they have in their Store- 
houfes, are checked fi-om indulgmg in what ap- 
' pears to them common, and of no great Value 
for the prefcnt, bot may be attended with great 
Profit hereafter j which accounts for the Dutch 
Frugality, fo juflly celebrated by all Authors. 

Sixth^^ 
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Sixthly y They encoumge Smuggling. 

Where the avoiding high Cuftoms makes the 
Profit great, no Rifk, no Danger can present Mens 
attempting it ; it is throwing out a Bait to a greedy 
Fifh, he will fiiap at it though Ruin enfues ; this 
prejudices and difcourages the Fair Trader, either 
' tempts, or forces him to turn Smuggler, and af- 
fociate hknfelf with thofe many Examples of De- 
pravity we have at this time among our People, 
living in a State of War with the Government, in 
defiance of Laws, whereby an univerfal Corrup- 
tion of Manners and Contempt of Authority mull 
enfue, if not early prevented : Befides, it being 
chiefly the Articles of -Luxury that are fmuggled,^ 
as Brandy, Tea, French Wine, Laces, Silks, £sfr. 
it fpreads their Con&mplion among the lower 
Clafs of People, who are tciiipted to imitate at a 
lefs Expence die Luxuries of their Superiors j and 
the fame Smugglers that bring us thefe Superflui- 
ties, carry off vafl: Quaiitities of raw Wool, to 
^ the great Prejudice of our Manufaftories, and the 
Nation in general. 

Seventhly f They ruin Manufaftories, more cfpe- 
cially the Woollen. 

Cuftoms prevent the bartering away ouf Manu- 
faftures for foreign Goods, not only for our own 
'Confamption, but alfo for Exportation, whidi 
ml^t enlarge the Vent of our Goods ten times 
-more than it now is ; for if a Merchant now ex- 
ports Woollen Goods, and would barter them for 
Wines, the Duties on them would amount to 
more than the Coft of his Woollen Goods ; fo 
that he mufl: have a double Capital for fuch an 
- Adventure, or let it. quite alone, whereby the 
Sales of great Quantities of Woollen Goods are 
lolt to the Nation. 

As Cuftoms enhance the Expences of onr Na- 
. vigation, the Freights muft beraifed accordingly, 
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whereby the Prices of tjie Sope, Oil, and Dye- 
. StuiFs ufed in manufafturing our Wool^ are ad- ' 
vanced to the Maker, and the Freights on the 
Cloths or Stuffs exported being alfo raifed, are 
additional Clogs upon the Sales of our Woollen 
Goods.' 

, Cuftoms prevent the Carrying and Fiftiing - m 
.Trades, the great Nurferies of Seamen,- whereby ^ 
our Sailors being few, and their Expences raifed 
:by Taxes, they have the higheft Wages of moft 
People in Europe^ which is another additional Ad- 
vance on the Freights, to the Prejudice of our 
WooUen Trade as above. 

Cuftoms taking away fo great a Part of bur 
Merchants Stocks, they are thereby deprived of 
driving that great Trade, and purchafing thoife 
Quantities of Woollen Goods they would other- 
wife do ; befides our Merchants Rifk in Trade be- 
ing greater than in Holland, and their Lo/Fes hea- 
vier by our Cuftoms^ their Bankruptcies muft be 
more frequent ; this fenfibly afFefts our Manufac^ 
turers, who are generally confiderable Creditors-; "" 
fortrofcen Merchants may be well compared to 
Nine-pins, one of which fi^dom falls without beat- " 
ing down many others, 

Cuftoms Mcomraend foreign Manufafture's of 
.fine Goods by making them expenfive, which Va- 
nity on that Account foon renders fafhionable, 
whilft our own are delpifed, though fuperior in 
Gobdnefs^ and are a great Difcouragement to our 
Manufaftories^ 

^ Cuftoms -are the Caufe of tihe Smuggling of 
Wool, becaufe the Gain being great by running 
Tea, Brandy, and French Goods, on account of ^ 
the high Duties^ haiii raifed the contfAhand Trade 
to a great Height, and the Smugglers cannot make 
their Returns in. any Commonity of fo quick and 
x:ej:tain a Vent, or that gives fo good a Profit as 

owr. 
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bur Wool, for the French bemg lefs taxed than we, 
can work cheaper, and their own Wool being 
coarfe^ Englijh and /r^ Wools are fo much in de- 
mand, that they will give great Prices for th^nfi, 
for which Rcafon they receive vaft Quantities, tor 

> . the Ruin of our Manufaftortesr 

' Cuftoms on Aflies, Bay-falt> Cotton, Copper, 
JL • Coals, Drugs, foreign Sppe, Flax; Fruit, Furs, 
Hemp, Iron, Leather, Linens, Oil, Paper, Rice, 
Tobacco, Tallow, Threads, Tapes, Silk, and Su- 
gar, "being Neceflkrics of Life, or Materials of 
Manufafture, muft neceflarily make all our Com- 
modities dear, not only to our own People, but to 
Foreigners likewife (though our Workmen Aould 
have no Excifes to pay) and fach Difcouragementsf 
give Opportunity to Foreigners to fend their Ma- 
jiufa^bires cheaper to fore^ Markets, and fmug- 
gle them in defiance of all Laws into our owa 

^ Country, to the Ruin of our Manufafturers j for 
all the above Cuftoms are as much Taxes oii' our 
Woollen Manwfaftory, as if they were laid on the 
Wool itfelf, or more; for the Workman muft 
"*" raife the Money on the Woollen Goods he makes, 
to pay the Duties of what he ufes of the above 
Articles, with the Advances, in all the Hands 

^ they pali through before they come to him. It is 

by thefe, that we ouHelves drive away our own 
Manufaftures, and prevent our ever getting morc;^ 
and Foreigners could not rival the People of fo 
fruitfiil a Country as Britain, if we did not furniih 
them with the Means by our high Taxes and'Re- 
ftraints, that are always prejudicial to Trade, tho' 
defigned to amend it, and never effeft the thing 
intended, diough fortified with the moft rigorous 
^ penal Laws, 'as Mr. Loch gives an Inftance of m 
his Confideratims, 8ce.fi 116. Iti$ Death in Spain 
to export Ahney ; andjet they who furmjb all the World 
withGoldiond Si/ver, ha^iga/lofitamoagtiemfehes; 
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Trade fetches it away from that lazy and indigent Tea* 
ple^ notwithfianding all their artificial and forced Con- 
trivances to keep it there j // follows Trade again/i th^ 
Rigour of their Laws, and their want of foreign Com* 
modifies makes it openly be carried out at Noon- day. 

This fecms to be a Parallel of the State we are 
coming to, and which fome Foreigner may by and 
by make. 

It is Felony in England to export Wool, and yet 
they who fumifh all the World with Wool, have 
leaft of the manufa£hiring of it amon^ themfelves, 
the Smuggling-trade fetches it away from that Ex- 
cifed and Guftom-loaded People, notwithftanding 
all their artificial and forced Contrivances to keep 
it there; it follows the Smuggling-trade againft 
the Rigour of their Laws, and their want of tak-, 
ing off the Taxes on their Manufacturers, makes 
it openly, be carried out at Noon-day. , , 

By this we fee that neither Death nor Baniih- 
ment can force Trade to an unnatural Channel, 
and it may be compared in one refpeift to Water 
which cannot be comprefTed within its natural Di^ 
menfions, the more Force is exerted, the fooner is 
the Veffel broke that contained it, and the Water 
let loofe never to return. The great De Wity in 
his Memoirs^ Rati/ion Edit. p. 77, aflerts, Thatthe 
Navigation^ theFt/hery^ the Trade^ and ManufaStures^ 
which are the four Pillars of the State, Jhould not be 
weakened or encumbered by any Taxes, for it is they that 
give Subfijience to the mojl part of the Inhabitants^ and 
who draw in all forts of Stranger Sj unlefs the Necejfity 
was fo great that the Country was threatened with, an. 
intire DeJlruStion, and thefe Fundamentals Jhould be at- 
tacked upon the hopes that thefe Taxa would notla/i 
long J at leafl^ ha fU Jhould he made at fpm oJsJhe^ Storm 
was over, to take them off\ affnny this Bi/iinSiion 
Jhould be made that AdanufaSmes Jhould not or cannot, 
bf taxed at all, becaufi they are not fixed ta the Goun- 
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fry J and we muft fetch from Foreign Countries the Stuffs 
and Materials to work them up. 

Eighthly^ They fend away our Specie. 

Britain having no Mines of G61d or Silver, has 
no other Means of getting or preferving its Trea- 
fure but by Foreign Trade, A3 Cuftorns confine 
©ur Trade to mere Importation for our own Ne- 
cefTarles or Vanities, a^id at the fame time ruin. our 
Manufaftures ; what we want in Exports to balance 
the imports muflf be paid in Specie, making the 
Balance of Trade every Year mqre an4 more agaiQft 
us ; for as we raife the Prices pf our Goods fo high*. 
hy Taxes that Foreigners won't take them, and yet 
continue to Import their Sliperfluities, which wc * 
now chiefly and in time muft intirqly pay for with 
our Gold and Silver, as appears by the Bills of En- 
try in every Week wc are beginning to do j anct " 
our high Duties encouraging Smugglers who have 
feldom a fettled Habitatit>n, or any Stock of ou^ 
Manufaftures by them, tbey carry out vaft Qua a- ' 
titles of Specie to purchafe their Cargoes; fuch.l 
large Draughts make our Mint lie idle, we fee " 
but little new coined Gold, and hardly any Silver, ' 
we find our Money difappear and grow fcarcer and . 
fcarcer every Year ; our Trade declJnes, and our 
People ftarve. 

To ihew how Excifes^ Caflomsy and Salt-Duties^ 
increafe the Expences of the People, and confe- '" 
quently ruin our Trade, the follpwiug Account . 
may not be improper. " . 

Firjt, The Duties themfeKe«. - 

Th^ neat Produce of the Taxes foHoAnfihg, arc? 
computed to be one Year witii anpther as under : 
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ExctfeSy about^ 2^800,000 

4CuJiomSf about 1,700,000 

Salt^ about 150,000. 
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4,650^000 g 

The Charges of raifing 1 ^ ♦ *' 

tbefe Duties are about > 465,000 



Semdfyj The advanced 
:Price of thofe Goods the 
abovQ Duties, are lakl on*. 

WoefiilExperience teach* 
cs us that every fmall Dut^ 
laid on Comoiodktes, raife& 
the Price of them to the 
Confumer^ double or treble: 
the grofs Duty. 

By the Fees given to Of* 
ficers^ the Tyrants of Tra- 
ders. 

By Tradefmcn's Lofs. o£ 
Time in attending upon Ex- 
cifemen or at Cuttom-Hou- 
fes: A Trader's Time is hi* 

"I 

Bread. 

By taking away.aqiiartee 
Part of our Traders Stocks 
for Duties, and forcing th^XL 
to take as great Profit on ^ 
•of their Stocks laid out iiL 
Goodis, in order to live, as 
they would on the whole if 
Puty-free.. 

By Tradfefinen^s Pro^ts> 
on the Duty and Advanceos 
in all the Hands aU taxed. 
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• . Brought over* j£5;ii5vO®o 

Goods come through to the 
Coftfiimer : as for Example : 

Suppofe there fliouldbe 
no other Tax but that* on 
Leather, let us lee how 
many Advances that >vduld 
make on the Price of ouc* 
Shoes. The Grazier, \As / 

I ft Advance on the Bea({ ^ 
Ee &ttens, to raife the Tax 
on Leadier, and Advances 
thereby occafioned oo. the 
Shoes he wears*. 
He fells to the Butdier,' hfff 

ad DktOy. his Profit oir 
the fitft Advance^ 

jd Ditto y on the Hide, to* 
lalfe the Tax oa Leather, 

He felfs to the Tanner, \Ss 

4th DittOy bis Joumey- 
mens Wages, to raife the ^ • ^ 

Tax on Leather,, ^c. 

5th DHtOy Tax of %d>r fcr 
Pound on Leather*. 

6th DitU), his Profit) 00 
the above 5 Advances. 

ythDittCy on die tanned 
Hide, to raife die. TaK oa 
Leather, (^c. 

He fells to the Currier^ or 
Leadier-cutter, his 

8th Dittoy his Profit on 
the above 7 Advances, ^ 

9th DJttOy on the tanned ' 
Hide he cuts, to raife the* 
Tax o« Leather, i^Tc. 
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He fells to the ShoemaJ^^r^ 
his 

JOth Ditto, his Joun^« .... V 

mens- Wages, to raife^be 
Tax on Leather, £sfr. ' 

nth DittOy his Profit oa 
the above lo Advances^ 

tith Ditto, on the Shoes? 
he makes, to raife the Tax 
on Leather, (sTtf. . -. 

He fells to ; - 

The Gonfiimer, with aU 
thefe Advances highly mag- 
nified beyond the bare D\|ty, 
and all the other Taxes; on 
the Confumption of thefe 
five Trades, are as mu^h a 
Duty on Leather as the 24* 
on the Pound itfelf, fihce 
they can only raife thexn in 
the fame manner, viz., on 
the Good^ they fell, mag- 
nified and advanced in Price 
through every Hand theygo, 
as the Gonfiimer finds in the 
prefent Price of his Shoi^^ 
-which if compared with the 
old Price before thefeT^xcs 
were known, any one may 
iee uponweighinghisShoes^ 
how many more two-pences 
he pays than the bare Taoc 
on Leather : The Shoe-' 
maker afFefts all Trades, . 
and is in return him&lf 
aficfled by all lie deals ^ith. 
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Brought over* 5^1 rjfiooa 
All which duly confidcr- 
ed, might be computed at 
^boye Cent* per Ciftt. oathp 

frofs Produce of the Dudes,, 
ut though the large Duties 
eaufe (bme farther Advance 
on all Ac Goods they arc 
laid pn^ charged with Fro-> 
fit upon Profit through e- ' . 
very Hand they pafs; yet 
as they keep not Pace with 
the finall Duties, and alt 
Calculations appear faheft 
when moderate, I choofe 
to abate in the Advances^, 
and to fet ihiem only at fifty 

per Cent. 2,S$7iS^Xt* 

The Amount of the ad- .. - , 

vanced Price of the Goods Ti^jOjfPO' 

the above Duties- are laid 
on; 

Let us fee how this 
7 >67 2,500 /• circulates thro'' 
the People, advances the 
Prices of our Goods, coi^*^ 
fequently ruins our Trade. 

Erfi, Thb DcarpQfs of 
all NecefTaries which r^s- 
the firft Coft of Goods,, 
muft advance the Price of 
all Labour. 

The SpeSiator N^' 200,. 
computes that the People 
without Property ,who work 
for their Daily Bread, '<lo 
confume | of our CuJIoms 
and Excifes, therefore they 
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^6 __ ^ M E s SAY ^» /i^^ Cmjes ofth^ | 

pay * of them and their , • 

Confequcnces ;: as thefe; 
People live but firom E(and, 
to Mouth, whatever is laid^ j 
ott them they muft there- 
fore ihift oS or they can- 
tt>t live ^ and j(incethefe,va- . 
rious Taxes have, been pro- 
jcfted,. they muft came- 
nough when, they do work- 
to pay. the Taxes, the ad- 
vancedPriceofiaxedGoods,^ 
and the advanced Prices. 

of all other Neceflaries,. ^ 

viz. Meat, Bread*,. Gloathr , 
mg^ or whatever they cam S^ft"^^ 

life, not QXiiy for the G6n^ 
$imption of the Days diey 
are etoployed, butfor thofe" 
alfo that ' they are not ; 
therefore they are the Cau(e* 
of raifing the Wages of 
the working People ^o£ 
7,67^,500/. the Amount 
of the advanced Price of 
the Goods the above f)ur 
ties are laid on, which 

makes 5>^^5;^9^ ' 

Secondly f This Deamefs 
of all Neceflariies forcesthe. 
Matter -Tradefinen to raife . ^ 

* on their Cuftomers the Taxr 
es and Advances on tfieir. ^ 

Confumption. 

The above Speffator ^X- 
lows f*Confumptipn of out 
Cujioms and Exclfes to the 
People with-Property, but 
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as diefe may be divided in- 
to two Clafles, viz.' in ' [ 
Trade, and out of Trade^ 
and the Proportion confu-. n 
med by each^ not being af-^ . 
certained by any Author,. I 
Ihall compute them at Half 
and Half* Therefore, the . * . 
Mafter-Tradcfmen or Peo- 
ple, with Property in Trade, 
v^. Merchants, Manuf^d^* 
jrers, Mechanicks^ Fanniers^ . ^-^- 
whoteiale Dealeis, and re-^ 
tailing Shopkeepers^ muft: 
each &y on the Goods they 
fell, the advanced Price of 
the taxed Goods they con-^^ 
fume; whether Food, Cloth- 
ing, or Utenfds : Their -J- [ 

confiimption of 7,67 2,500/. ^y^7^>7S^ 

the Amount of the advan- ■ ' 

ced Price of the Goojds the 

above Duties are laid on, 

which makes ^ ^?3S3r7S^ 

Thirdfy, Tradefinens pay- 
ing advanced Prices on their . 
Goods, muft have advanced - 
Profits, for whether they 
lay out their Stocks of Mo- 
ney in Goods that bear their ^ 
natural Value only, or Goods: 
that bear double that Value 
by Taxes, ftill a living Pro-^ 
fit muft be obtained on the 
Stocks they employ. 

For theWages of the Ma- 
nufafturer, the Mechanick, 
the Labourer^ and the £x* 

* fences 
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Brougiit over, / 6,393,750 
pcnces of the Mafter Tradct 
man, being of NecefEty 
raifod, the firft Goflf of 
Goods muft be fo too ; and . * 

eonfidering the vanou^ * 

Tradefnaens Hands ,that -^ 

Goods pafs through from 
the Workman or Labourer ' ; 

to the Con/umer, charged^ 
with Profit upon Profit by 
each of them, (which in the ^ 

little Trades muft be very 
great, otherwife. their Re- - ^ 

turns being (mall they could! 
not live) the Advance there- 
by occafioned may, at a 
moderate Rate, be conipu-^ ' 

ted at 50 per Cent. to. the 
Goniumer on the abpve two 
Articles, \vhich raife thtf 
firft Goft of Goods, and 

makes 3y^9^i97S 

9>59'5>6^| 

People with Property out 

of Trade, their i Gonlump- 

tion of 7,672,500, the A- 

mountof the advanced Price 

of the Goods the. abbvc 

Duties are laid on, makes r,278;>75^ 

Total Advance, jjC ^^>^69r375 

This part of the AmOunx 
of the Gonfequences of rai- 
fing 4,650,000 for the Go- 
vernment, by our prefent 
Manner of taxing GoodV. 

Our 
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Our other Taxes are,The 
Land-Tax y the grafe Pro- 
duce, at about j^s. in the 
Pound is about 1,960^000 

The Stamps f Windows yPoJt 
Office^ &c. thdfc computed 
Grofs produce '^abont ' , . . 500,000 

The Poors lax is compu- 
ted, on a middling RatQ, to 
equal the Land^^aXy but 
fiwft be much more when 
Trade is rc;duced,. and the 
Mce of Provilfens high, 
however te reckon k at no 
more than the £<7W-7^iV, or i,96o;ooo 

General Amount of all 
our Taxes, and part of their 
Confequences, (^ ^Ss^* 89,375 
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, Let! u* fee now the A- 
mount of our Taxes, with 
regard to our Expences : 
The Britifh Merchant y Vol. 
I. p, 165, computes our 
JPeopk at Seven MiBioas,^ 
Z»A ijbeii' Expences at 7 /. 
feir Head; but as Neccfl!a- | 

?ie$i are p-oij«i dearer fintre * 

the Year 17I3> when he 

wcotc,. ^ tbe Number of 

People iii€reafed> I AaH 

coinpute die People at Ei^t 

MUlibns, and their Expch- ^ 

ce^. at 8/, por^ Head, which 

makes our Total Kxpcncc 

annualljr jl^ 64,coo^OQa 

Of 



40 ""An Essay m the Caufes of the 

Brought over J[^ 64,000,03a 
Of which 64Maiionadie 
People pay for the Taxes, 
and thek Gonfequencea, as 

above, J^5»^^9>375 

> ■ ' ■ » 

^ Which being fuhftraftcd,. 
their Expences, if untaxed, 
would be only £ 48,710,625 , . 

15,289,375/. charged on 48,710,625, is aTax: 
of above 3 1 per Cent, on the Expences of the Peo- 
pk, which mufi add a prodigious artificial Value 
to our Goods, confequently render thenx I^ls fale*: 
s^le^ and ruin our Trade, 

If it is . aflced^ Whether Foreigners for what 
Goods they take of us„ do not pay on that Con- 
fiunption, a great Portion pf our Taxes I ^ 

The Anfwcr is. That it muft be admitted they 
do ; but if that was originally intended, and ex- 
pe6ted to continue the iaine>. as at the firft laying 
on of our Taxes, it will be the ftrongeft Argu- 
ment againft them ; for as our Taxes onNeceffa- 
ries are proved to be fo l>urdenfojtne and^ expenfive,. 
by raifing the Prices of our Goods, Foreigners 
take lefs of them yearly, and when'the Demand 
is reduced, the People having lefs Work, find- 
^lefs Money to pay, and find their Taxes propor- 
lionably increafed on them as they lofe their 
Trader for, as the Government abates neither 
Expences nor Taxes, and if one Method of Tax- 
ing fails, another is tried ; what Foreigners ceafS 
to pay, we mufl: ; or in other Words, the lefs 
Trade and Money, the more Taxes ; and the 
more our Taxes are, the le(s and lefs Trade and 
Money we know we muft eypeft* Is not this 
like adding to a Horde's Burden, and diminiihing 
. his. Me^ ? and muft we wonder if he fink's under 

his 
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his Load ? Perhaps Figures may explain this ftill 
clearer, by ftating a fimilar Account thro^ 50 Years* 
Suppoie that in the Year 1710, all our Taxes, 
and Part of their Gonfequences, were as they are 
now, vtz^ I5>2^9>375 5 ^^^ Foreigners paid then 
7 of them, and our own People y; that Foreisn- 
CTS going to cheaper Markets fince, have cealed 
taking Goods from us yearly in proportion to one 
per Cent, only on their former 4 Part of our Taxes 
and their Gonfequences 5 the Account every five 
Years will ftand thus : 

Foreigners paid of 0x1 rTsLXCs,^c. On r own Pcoplcspaid. ^ 

Jnno 171Q ^2,184^196 £ I3>^05,i79 

1 715 ^,074>987 i3^^M>388 

1710 1,9^5^77^ 13>323;597 

X7^5 . i>9^5>77» 13,432,806 

t7iO ' 1,747,3^0 i3>542,oi5 

X735 1,638,161 1:^,651,224 

. ; 174a 1,528,942 1^,760,433 

By this it pl^ly appears, m what manner our 
prefent Taxes drive away our Trade, and burden 
4>ur People, who have by this Account 655,2541^ 
more to pay in 1740, than they had in 17 10, 
with A le& Trade to pay it with. 

To conclude this Head* Two of our greateft 
Authors clearly forelaw at the laying on our nu- 
merous Exdfes, Cufioms, &fr« that thefe unhappy 
Gonfequences muft neceflarily follow, and their 
Arguments are a fiill Proof of what has been al- 
ready advanced. 

Mr. Lociej in his Cmfideratimsy &c. p. 90, feys, 
ihat for ratprtg threi Aftllms on Commodities, and 
fringing fo much into /^^ Exchequer, there muft go a 
great deal more than three Millions out of the SuBje^s 
ffickets\for a Tax of that nature cannot be levied by 
Officers to watch every little Rivubt of Trade without 

a 
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a great Charge^ efpeeialfy at firft lrial\ hut fuppo/ing^ 
no more Charge inraifing it than of a Land- Tax, and 
that then are only three Milliom to he paid^ it is evident * 
that to do this out of Commodities^ they muji to theCon^ 
fumer he raifed \ in their Price y fo that every Thing ta 
him that ufes k mult he a Quarter dearer,. Let us fee 
noWy who, at this bng run, mufl pay this garter, 
end where it will lights it is plain the Merchant and , 
Broker neither will nor can^ for if he pays a garter 
wfirefor Commodities than he did, he will fell them at a 
Price proportionahly raifed \ the poor Labourer and Han^ 
dicraftfman cannot , for hejuji lives from Hand to Mouth 
4dreadyi and all his Food, Cloathing, andVtenffts, eoS.^ 
ing « Quarter more than they did he fore, either his Wa^ 
ges rnufi rife with the Price of Things to make him HvCy 
er elfe not being able to maintain hinifelf and Family bye 
his Labour, he comes to the Parijh* 

And afterwards he proves, that In t^ie Home-- 
Confnmption, the whole Burden Jails on the Land 
at laft. 

J)r. D'avenanty in his EJpiys on Trade, Vol. 3^ 
1^30, afferts^ that, AstoManufa^IureSyhigh Eo^i- 
fes in time of Peace, are utterly defiru^roe to that prin- 
cipal Part af England^ Wealth > for if Malt, Coals," 
Salt, Leather^ and other 7%ings bear a great Price, \ 
the Wages of Servants, Workmen, and Artificers, will\ 
cmfequently rife, for the Income mufl bear fime propor-' 
tion to the Expence^ and iffuch asJetthe.PoortoWork,^^ 
findWagesforXjabosir,^ or Mdnufa^ures. advance upon \ 
them ^ they mt^ rife in the Price of their Commddity, or 
they cannot live; all which would fignify little ^ if no^ 
thmg But our own Dealings among one. another were 
thereby affeSfed,^ but it has a Qinfequence far more per-' 
Mcious in relation to our foreign Trade, for it is the E^r^ 
portation of our own Product that mujl make. England; 
Rich* 

And in Pag3 31,. But th Confequence offuch Du^ 
tks^ in Tmesof Peace, willfall mo/1 heavily Upon our ^ 

Woollefk 
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Woollen Manufactures of which moji have more Vahe 
from the Worhnanjhtp than the Material; and if the 
Price of this Workman/hip he enhanced, it wiU in a 
Jhort Courfe of time put a NeceJJity upon thofg we deal 
with of Jetting up MauufaSiures of their own, fuch at 
they canp or of buying Goods of the like Kind and Vfi 
from Nations that can afford them cheaper. 

II. Of Monopolies, whereby the Many arc op- 
preffcd for the Gain of a Few. 

fiefides the Misfortunes arifing from our Taxes, 
we have fome Monopolies very deftruftivc to a 
trading Nation. 

It b a Maxim, That in free Countries Monopo- 
lies are abfurd, inconfiftent, and deftruftive, as 
encouraging Idlenefs, Villainy and extravagant; 
Demands for Wages or Goods, whereby the Ma* 
ny are deprived of the Advantages of their Birth- 
rights without having committed any Crime to for- 
feit them, and for the Benefit of a few only ; a. 
Country that fuffers them cannot fend its Goods 
fb cheap to a fore^ Market as its Neighbours,, 
for never yet was a Monopolized Trade extended 
to the degree of a Free one ; therefore any Coun- 
try abounding in Monopolies muft dedine Ivk 
Trade. 

To apply this to Britain, which hath more Mo- 
aopoEes than are generally thought on* 

Firjl Monopoly. Companies >vith exclufive 
Charters, viz. Eaft-India^ South-Sea^ and Turkey, 
Companies. 

Thefe Companies prevent the ihcreafing the- 
Vent of our Mannfa^ures abroad j^ confequently 
they ftarve our Poor, as will, apjicar by the fo^ 
lowing Rcafcns* 

I. By being all of them confined to London^ the' 
Prices of. the Woollens they export ate enhanced' 
by long Itand-Cariiagci up: \o Towb, with the-. 

additional 
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additional Charges of Commiflion, Ware-houfe- 
Rent, Porterage, l^c, mucli to the Prejudice of 
their Sale; and what Materials of Manufafturc 
they import, are difperfed over many Parts of the 
Kingdom, by the like expenfive Conveyance, to 
the great <fi&d vantage of the Nation in general. 

2. The Turkey Company, whofe Trade is almoft 
dwindled away, can prevent di^atching their Ships 
for one Year, if they pleafe, to raife the Price of 
Silk at Home, for their own Advantage, though 
the Nation thereby lofts one whole Year's Vent 
and confumption of its Woollen Goods mTurkey, 
which it is faid hath happened formerly ; and MT 
an iniquitious Rife is given to Silk here, we can- 
not Manufacture it with fiich Advantage as our 
Neighbours. The Reader will be pleaftd to con- 
fider the fine Situation our People employed in the 
Woollen and Silk Manufactures muft be in at fuch 
a Time, 

3. It is not the Intereft of the Eaff India Com- 
pany to increafe the Quantities of the Woollens 
they export, but rather to contraft them (which I 
fuppofe was the reafon for obliging them by their 
Charter -to export Woollens to a certain Value)' 
for at all Markets where there are any Demands 
for Goods, the Smallnefs of the* Quantities natu* 
rally enhances the Price ; and if the Company caa 
gain as much on 5000 dodis as on roooo, is it 
not their Intereft to prefer the leffer Quantity on 
account of the lefs Dilburfemcnt and Rifle ? Aith(/ 
it is plain the Nation would lofe the Sale of one 
Half of the Manu&fhires capable of being vended^ 
whereas private Traders pufhing againft one ano- 
ther, ftudy to tncreaft die Vent of their Goods, 
by felling at moderate Profits^ making the Quan- 
tities aniwer to themfelves and tiieir Countnr. 

4. The targe Charges the EaJi^India zad South' 
Sia Companies are forced ta brat for the Salaries 

of 
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of the Direftors, Governors, Supercargoes, &£^ 
1)efides what may flip thro* their Fingers fome- 
.times, muitt make thefe Companies .negleft all 
Trades that vnHmot yield extraordinary Profits to 
defray them, which Trades private Merchants 
Vrould be glad of, and turn to good Account for 
^ themfelves and their Country, were they not de- 
barred by ^xclufive Ckarters. 

5, The Eaftrlnd'iay .and South-Sea Companies 
Tjuylng at Home by Dirwftors, and felling Abro'ad 
l)y Servants, who may have an Eye to their own 
or Friends Intei*efl, and the Foundation of all be- 
ing the Company's Money, Aey cannot naturally 
be fuppofed to be fo Induftrious as thoft wrho 
Trade only on their own Stocks ; therefore Com- 
panies can never extend Trade like private Dealers, 
%ut muft decay where interlopers are admitted, of 
which our Ajrtcan Company is a ftrong Inftance, 

6. What confirms the whole is the Prohibition 
of tlie Eaft'India Companvjragainft their Servants 
carrying out Cloth, wluch^oiftldibe needlcfs, did 
they not know that their Servants can underiefl 
them, for the Company wants not Money to fup- 
ply aU the Cloth that can be vended with the ufual 
Profit. In the Year 1741, a Seizure was made 
in one of the Out-Ports of a large Quantity of 
dloth defigned for India y belonging to one of the 
Company's Servants, when at the fame Time, by 
the Decay of our Woollen Trade, the Poor's 
Rates were at 8 j. in the Pound, in fome of our 
"Clotibing Towns; from whence this Abfurdity 
arofe. That whilft our Clothiers were ftarving, the 
Exportation of Cloth was a isontraband Trade. 

It is impoffible to make any Inquiry into out; 

Companies, without taking Notice of their paft 

, Villainies., which, as they have been made fufiid- 

cntly publick, few can be ignorant of : Therefore 

ilic bare mention of them is enough, fiich as the 

fatal 
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fatal South' Sea Scheme, that ruined thoufands of 
Families. What n€cd to mention former Direc- 
tors receiving Salaries from Companies, and, tho' 
contrary toJLaw, being notwithftanding concern- 
cd in the Oftend Trade to Indioj whereby they 
were cutting the Throats of their Benefaftors .; 
the felling Goods by falfe Samples, and buying 
them for their private Accounts; carrying on pri- 
vate Trade contrary to Treaty, and bribing Offi- 
cers to wink at them with the Company's Money, 
and charged to Account by the genteel Name of 
Prcfents, fubjefting thereby the Company's Ef- 
fefls to Seizures, and their Country to perpetual 
Jars. The Rapacioufiiefs'of Governors abroad, who 
by engroffing Goods, nay even the Ncceflaries of 
Xife, have opprefsM the People by arbitrary 
Prices, and drov^ away our Trade. Supercar- 
goes, cheatingby falfe Invoices. Captains, quit- 
ting or lofing Ships, to defraud Infurers and Bot- 
tomree-lenders : Are not thefe things written in 
the Books of their Chronicles ? 

But the greateft Mifchief of all is, that the Ho- 
nefty of the People hath been corrupted, by ha- 
ving prefented to their Eyes Roguery lightly 
puniflied, if not triumphant. 

Thefe Companies prevent the Increafe of our 
Navigation, 

By their exclufive Charters, debarring us from 
a Free Trade to | Parts of the known World. 
The Dominions of the Grand Signiorm Europe, 
Jfwy and Africa y are confined to the Turkey Com- 
pany. All Southy and Part of North America^ 
from Vera Cruz to Carthagena, from Buenos Ayres 
round Cape Horn to Californioy that vaft Extent of 
Coaft, is the Portion of the South-Sea Company, 
All the Coafts of Afrka^ Afia, from the Cape of 
Good Hope to fapan, are the Lot of the Eaji-ln* 
dia Company. And what a fmall Number of 

Ports 
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[ Farts do they dl trade to, and what a trifling 

I Navigation do they all maintain? There are 

: ' greater Numbers of Ship-Tonnage employed bx 
' the Trade to the free Port of Leghorn only, than 

all thefe three Companies employ in their Mono- 
polies to I Parts of the World, like the Fable of 
'%- s the, Dog in the Manger, not eatmg then^elves, b« 
: preventing thofe who would. 

Secmd Monopoly. City and Coiporafion- 
-Charters. 

Where Freemen exclude by Charter any of the 
' ihe fame Trade from fettling in their Towns, have 
! they not a Monopoly againft the rett of the Inha- 

j bitants ? Cannot they impofe extravagant Prices 

! for their Goods on their Cuflomers, and do they 

■* • not do it ? 

Where no Journeyman but Freemen can work 
in Towns, have they not a Monopoly for Wages 
againft their Matters? Do not both thefe Cafes 
I advance the firft Coft of Goods, to the Prejudice ' 

^ of their Sale abroad, and account for Foreigners 
\ reckoning our Country fo dear ? 

f If a Journeyman, not being a Freeman, gets 

f into work in a City or Town-coiporate, what an 

Outcry is there not made of a Foreigner's being 
come among them, to eat the Bread out of their 
Mouths? How! can a free -boTn\BnVfl« be reckon- 
ed a Foreigner in any Part of Tiis o\^n Country? 
' /What an Abfurdity is here ! yet neverthelefs true. 
Can one Man cat the Bread out of anothePs Mouth 
without being more induftrious than he ? Impof- 
ilble, it muft therefore be Idlenefs and Luxujy 
they contend for, not Bread. 
*>► This is one of the Reafbns why Foreigners 

^ flock to our Plantations, inftead of fettling here, 
and by our Decay of Trade many of our own 
P^lple go over to live there yearly ; fo that many 
going, and few coming to fopply their Places, a 

Scarcity 
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Scarcity of People will hereafter enfue^ to the 
great Damage of the Mother-Country. 

lljird Monopoly. Laws to prevent the Impor- 
tation of Cattle, Butter, tsfr. from Ireland. 

This, gives a Monopoly to a ftw Breeding 
Counties to impofe upon the reft of the People 
high Prices for Cattle, ^c. to the Ruin of our 
Manufaftories^ forces, thfe L^ourer to live dear, 
and of Courfe .to raife his Wages 5 is greatly preju- 
dicid to our Navigation^ for whatever )snhances 
theExpences ofaShip, enhances its I^reight, arfd 
gives Opportunity to Foreigners to viftual cheapo 
cr in Ireland y than we can do at Home. 

But it will be objefted to me. That this is done 
to raife or keep tip the Value of our Land^ ? 

To which I anfwer: That there is always a great 
Noife made about encouraging this Home-Con- 
fumption, by which is meant making Neceflaries. 
bear a great Price, which can arife only from an 
improper Knowledge of the true Nature o£ Trade, 
for this is fo. far from being beneficial, that it has 
jvift the contrary efFeft ; certainly the Itk is coii** 
fumed within, the more will be left to export; 
the cheaper things are, the more of them will be 
exported, and it is Exportation only that makes n 
Nation rich. This Monopoly, with relpeft to the 
People, is unjuft, and the Benefit of it to the 
Land-:holders, oply imaginary; as for Inftance, 
A' hath a -grazing Eftate, to raife the Value of 
which, . all Cattle from Ireland are to be prohibit- 
ed: A ^having the fole Market, raifes the Prices 
of his Cattle isapon the reft of the People, B, C^ 
D, down to Z, twenty-three in Number, and 
their Pockets are to be emptied only to fill his, a 
very equitable Projeft indeed ! But although 
thefe People were as blind as Puppies, yet Necef- 
fity, and the natural Courfe of Things, will force 
iheiii to retaliate upoa bim; for as Monopoly 
'"* ' ■ • raifes 
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raifes i&e Price of Cattle, &cir Dea^Aefs raUes 
the Price of Labour^ dear Labour makes deat 
Goods; fo that the Food, Clothing, Uteafils, La- 
bour, erery thing if wants, comes dearer to him; 
an^imag^oary Value is ^ven to every thing, fo that 
tfao^ A ihould hare more Rent for a time f^Mrhich 
ytt the DecKne of Foreign Trade muft bring 
down afterwards) die Money he receives is of 
lofa Value, not gokig fo lar, or being able to pur- 
chafe fo'tnuch as when Goods bore their natural 
Value only ; fo that what he thinks he puts in 
widi one Hand, b pulled out by tlie other ; *ds 
all a Dtceptio msAs, letting People together by the 
Ears to prey upon one another, letting Foreigner^ 
in the mean while eat the Bread out of our Mouths ; 
for a Nation that adds an artfficial Value to its 
Commodilies by Monopolies, cannot export ^ent 
in fixdi Quandties Xo ibreign Ports, \^6re they 
are -rivalled by thofe that bear only their naturd 
Value '; and their Home-Cdniiimption will like«- 
wift fink in Price by the Nation's having lefs Mo^^ 
ney brought in by foreign Trade ; fuch a two* 
edged Sword lare Monopolies to Lands. £veiy 
Home^'CommioBity in a Free Trade will find its na* 
tural Value ; for tho* thatflufhiates, as of necef- 
fity it muft, according to the PlefltiRilnefs dr Scar* 
city of Seafons,yet for the Home-fcOftfumption, 
eyery'Home^commodity muft have great Advan* 
cages over the .Foreign, as being upon the Spot^ 
and free from Freight; Infurance, Commimon^ 
and Charges, which on the Produce* of Lands, 
being all bulky Commodhies, muft in the gene- 
ral &''abbut 15 per Cettt. and a greater Advantage 
'«aiiQOf be giveft wkliout Prejudice ; for isp^r 
Cent, makes a g^eat difibrenoc in the Price of 
Neceflaries, between the Nation felling and the 
Nation buying, and is a great Difficulty on die 
latter^ but arl&igfrom the natural courfe of things^ 
i C i:aanot 
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cannot' be helped ; tha* it's a lufficient Secoriiy 
to the Land-holders, that Foreigners- can never 
import moje Neceffirks than- are abfolutely re- 
quired,* and I prefiime, in fuch Cafes, they ,liave 
more Charity rfian to ftarve the People merely fiwr 
an imaginairy: Profit, which yet would prove flicir 
Ruin in the End ; for it is a Fallacy ; and an Ab- 
iurdity to tkink to raife or keep up the .Value of ^ 
X>ands by Opprefions on the People . that cramp 
their Trade 5 for if Trade ^declines, the. common 
People muft either come upon the Pariih, or fly ^ 
for Bufinefs to our Neighbours .$ in the &ft Cafe^ ^ 
they become a heavy Tax upon the Rich^ and 
inftead of baying the produce of the Lands, muft 
have it given them ; an'dln the iecond Cafe, when 
ihe Confumers are gone> what Price will the Pro- 
duce of Land bear? A fmall Confiimption makes 
a fmall Demand^ and a fmall Demand makes a . 
finall Price for any Conmiodity ; fo that when in 
Converiation the Wifdom of our Laws is magni- 
fied to prevent t|ie Importadoh of Cattle.; Cffr. 
firom Irdandy or Com firom any Ijation, uniefs it ^ 
firft^ar^s an immoderate Price here ('as keeping | 
Ujp the Valve of Lands^ hbw wouM 9i H^lkndir or i 
j^inchnian finile j when he iEieAefted> that in his 
Country the Poor getting Pn>vifions. from any 
Place where they cm be had the cheapeft^ are 
thereby enabled to •work at Prices the Englifi 
caamot live on, aqd by working cheaper work 
inore, that is, run away widi their Trade^ their 
^oney, and their Workjing-Pebple, and whes " 
thefe are gone,. we may as well give them the 
Land into the Bargain, fy^ any Vah», it wiU be 
of: Bc(ides; the Value pf oi|r Land Ujd fttks^ 
bat noioimd ; to prove which, ^ 
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It won't be fufpefted to • 
be an under-G omputation to 
reckon the Rental of Eng^' 

landzt X 2O,00©,O00 

TheExports andFreights 

at ' - .8,000,000 

In Page 39 , the Expences . 
of the People of England * ' 
are computed at 64,000,000 
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The general Ampunt of 
• Taxes, and Part of their 
Gonfequences, is £ 15*^8^,375 

If our Exports and Freights 
make 5 of the Expences of 
the People, they 'muft.be , ' 

computed to pay i, of the ' 
laft Article, which makes i,9i't,tyt . ., 

Which being dedufted, . ^ 

the Renaainc^er is what falls ? . ; « * 

on Land. . . • V I J»37«i^04 

't\' • 

Mr. Loci, in his Ccnjidenatms^ c&^^^P^p-jfjji 
lays, li is in va'm^ in a Cpunifyt 'iJ^fi^fe-^gre^rFt^ ig ^ 
Xandj to hope to l^'the publick Chbrgf of th Gsov^m- 
ment in thing elfey there at kft if • wiJl tefmjm^ 
Xhe Merchant (do what .you can) wiU;npt:/bear,ii^:;fhe 
Labourer cannot, and therefort tin. Landholder rnuj^ 
Jf Foreign Trade will pay biit f, La^d mud pay 
thpTcmaining /^j which amounting to 13,378,204^ 
and falling on a Rental of.ap,poo,Ooo,/. is aboviC 
13 J. m the Pound Tax* upon idl the Lands of 
£«^/f2«rf;fotl^at Land ^Ue , the i^efent Taj^es at 
20 {. ^/r Acre," or without the prefeiit T^63 at 
7A*iPfr Acre, are equal, and the Land is more 
reducif d by bur; Takes and JVJoiiQpolies; rfian bjr 
^any ^^^ iErce Importaticjn j and this Pi-ohibi- 
:. " " Q % »^ *tion« 
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tion, by us called a Remedy ^ is only a forwanfing . 
our general Decay of Trade, and confequently 
our general Decay of Rents, which afhially hap*- 
pened after pafHng this Prohibitory Law, as Roger 
Coke informs us in his Treatife, ^at the Church 
dmd State rf England art in equal Danger with the 
Trade y publilhed in 1671 ; in Page 64 his Words 
are. That the Ends defigned by the ASfs agdinft the 
Importation of Irifh CattUf of raifing the Rents of the 
Lands of England, are fo far from being attained ^ 
that the contrary hath enfued. And here Iwifi} a 
Survey were taken how mat^ thoufand Farm's are 
thrown up fimce this ASt \ how many thoufand Farms 
are abated^ fomi above | , others above J, others a- 
iove \^ fomi IJhsow, which after two Tears lying 
wa/ie, are abated one half.'* 

Fourth Monopoly. Laws to prevent die Im;- 
portation 6f moft forts of Pifli tr^ Foreigners. 

This gives a Monopoly to our few Fifliermen 
and Fishmongers agamft our own People, and the 
Confequence is, that Eifli bears five times tht 
IMce at Liksdw that it does at Amflerelam, or niore^ 
great Quantities of FUh being thrown away by 
^Mfir ISeslefs to keep up extrav^ant Pnces, to the 
igreat Grievance or our induftiiocis Poor. And k 
tes prevented our gaining the Scotch Fifhery^ by 
^ImUhing fSrom our <Soalh the Dutch Fifhennen^ 
^«4u>^^o^d In time have fettled iKdfh us, our own 
Country being better ibfin HoBund; nothing but 
^axesiatidMosopolies cankeep them away; for who 
vould pay h^vy Taxes to Hve in a bad Country^ 
vrfaeft he could live free and untaxed b a goo9 
one ? This ObftruJKon hath enabled the French to 
commence Fifhermen on our Goafts, who em- 
ploy alJ-cady a great Number bf Veflels; how 
dangerous this may m time prove, I leiive every 
honeft EngUJhman to judge. And what a melai> 
dioly Figure do w^ mdce^ fumnuidcd fay^Ftflienes^ 

yet 
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j«t fo bound down by Taxcs^ Mxmopolks^ fcfr^ 
that we cannot undertake tbem^ but fit tamely 
idle, and fee Foreigners fvarming upon our Goafts, 
aad carrying away our Riches [ 
Fifth Monopoly. The Navigation A^. 

* Altho' this Aft is beneficial to us ynder our pre- 

sent Difeafcs in Trade, but would be needlefs were 

^* " they perfeftly remedied^ yet is it even now not 
without its Inconvenicncies : For a Law that con- 
&ies, in any degree, our Imports or Exports to 
particular Ships or Men, gives a Monopoly to thofe 
forwhofe Benefit theReftraint is framed, which 
in this Cafe is either the Navk;ation of the Coun- 
tries whofe Growths we import, or elfe oui* own. 
And this Monopoly is very prejudicial to our Ma* 
nufadhires ; for it is ena£Hng that feveral Neccf- 
faries and Materials of Manufa£hiFe ihall not be 
imported by the cbeapefV Navigation, but by a 
de^ one, and of' courfe that they fliall pay dear 
Freights, which muft raife their Price y and if the 
ManufaAurer buys his Materials dear, he muft 
^ Cell his Manufa^rc in proportion. Befides it is 
enafted^ that tbefe NecelTaries, &ff« ihall not be 

I brought from any Country but the Place of 
Growth^ or moft convenient ufiial Ports of Ship- 
ping I vhich gives a MoiK>pQly to Foreigners, and 
to our MerchantS| agaioft our own People ; for 
Foreigners will suways know our Neceffity for 
9ny Sort of Goods, and if our fole Dependence 
lies upon any one Nation, they will not fail to 
make us pay for it» Beildes, thi3 gives Oppor- 
tunity and ScQirity to oilr Merchants for £n- 
gromng ; becauie^ if they import or buy up large 

: Quantities of Commodities at th^ ufual Tunes of 

' ^ {^^ping^.they. are fecured in what extravagant 
Prices they thmk proper to impofe on our People 
^^1 that Time returns, all foreign Nations who 
^ bave laid up Stocks being excluded our Market^ 

C 1 tho' 
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tho' they could afford them ever fo cheap. Ac- 
cordingly, the Author of the Britannia Languensy 
J*age 65, informs us, "fhdt the Danes, taking the 
Advantage^ of this ASf^ raifed their F rices and C^oms 
upon us for Pitchy Tary and Timber^ near double ; and 
the Leiflanders the fa^e for Hemp. and F/ax» And 
in Page 6S he fays, Tlbat the excluding great Num* 
hers of foreign Ships from . our Ports y mu/i hinder the 
vending of great Proportions of our Beefy Porky Corny 
Beery Qothingy and other Necejfaries. And Page 6^, 
^e Dutch allow free. Commerce to all Foreigners and 
their Ships. Now as this Aft makes our Naviga- 
tion dear, it for that reafon deprives us of the 
Fifliing. Trade, the great Nurfery of Seamen, 
"which cannot be carried on but by a cheap Navi- 
gation to vie with the Dutch and Frenfhy in which 
we make, no Progrefs worth (peaking of: There- 
fore, in this Cafe, this Aft has deprived us of 
Seamen, inftead of increafing them ; and the Ac- 
quifition of foreign Seamen, in any degree, being 
prevented by this Aft, gives a Monopoly to our 
9\vn Sailors, by which means in War-time, or 
any Spurt of Trade, they exaft near double the 
Wages that foreign Seamen are content with ; 
which oppreffes our Merchants, brings our Goods 
dear to all Markets, giving foreign Manufefturers 
a great A dvantage againft our own, and our Sailors 
lying hid in order to get greater Wages by their 
Monopoly in the Merchants Service, is one, a- 
mongft other Reafons, of the Difficulties we find 
in manning the King's Ships. Roger Cokey m his 
Difcourfe on Tr^^i?, publifhcd m 1670, Page 27, 
fays. That two Tearr after the Rump making this 
LatVy the Building of Ships became \ Penny dearer, 
and Sedmens tVa^es 'fo excejjivey that ' we have wholly: 
hjl the Trades f(?'^]VIufcovy and Greenland thereby. 
• . Sixth Monopoly. Laws to prevent thq E;!cportr 
ing Woollen Manufaftures from Ireland. 
• After 
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After the fear that the Value of our Lands' fliould 
beleflened by the Improvement of A*^feW, had 
produced a deftruftive Prohibition of Irijh Cat* 
tic, as has been proved already : The People 
of that Country being neceffitated to find out fome 

' other Employment for their Lands, turned their 
Thoughts to the breeding of Sheep and railing a 

^ Growth of Wool, no fooner was this effe^led, 
but a Prohibition enftied on our Part to Export the 
Mahufe^ures made of that Wool. . This Prohi- 
bition on the /r(/^ hath ruined the WooUen- Trade 
of Brtfaitgy and raifed that of France, for unlefe 
the IriJh are fijfFered to export Woollen Goods, 
they muft fell their raw Wool to the beft Bidder, 
and that is France \ one Pack of Irifii Wool works' 
up two Packs or more of French Wool, which is 
double the Damage to Britain, that the opening 
the Exports of Woollen Goods from Ireland 
Would be ; * and France by leflening her Taxes iince 
the laft War, enabling thereby her People to work 
chdap, could afford to give l^ge Prices for IriJh. 
^ Wool, and became the chief Market for it, have- 
ing thereby raifed for Exportation an immenfe 
dieap faleable Manufafture, which their own Wool 
was not capable of doing ; as this increafed, that 
of Britain 'declined, and tho^ they are now in- 
creafing and we • declining, yet ftiU this Fear, or 
rather Infatuation, about the Value of our Lands, 
makes us perfifl in a Prohibition that -not only 
hurts the Irt/hy ruins ourfelves, but enriches the 
French: for as the Cafe now ftands; either /r^/d«^/ 
or France muflr have the Woollen Mantifafture j 
Britain by reafon of its heavy Taxes and Mono- 
polies that make Labour dear, being out of the 

«- Qucftion. The /r^ export clatidelHnely fome 
Camblets to Lijbtm and underfell the French^ there- 
fore the Irilh can recover the Woollen-Trade the 
of their Hands^^' and. ihall we compliment out 
• - C 4 French 
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Fnnch with a Trade that we deny our own S«^- 
jefts ? Nay, one Third of what Ireland gets ceij-l 
tcrs here at laft ; and ihall we refufe fuch a Surij 
which the Irijh would fnatch from our Enemies^ 
asicl preient to us ? * 

III. Of Ill-judged Laws. 

The Laws which give a Bounty on exported 
Corn, Fifti, andFlefli, are very prejudicial to our 
]tf anufadoHcs^ fpr Wagfes depending on the high 
or low Price, Com, FUb, and Fleih bear, the 
Bounties ©n their Exportation ferve only to feed 
Foreigners cheaper than cur own People to run 
away with otr Trade : The Pretence oif encourag- 
ing Tillage by a Bounty on Com can have no 
Weight now^ fince our great Improvements in 
Hufbandry, much lefs if we erefted Magazines of 
Cora in every County, againft times of Scarcity ; 
Foreigners never buy Provifions till they want 
them, and then they muft have them whether we 
^e Bounties or no. The Brkifif Merchant ^ Vol. 
, JJ.. p. 247. fays, If we were to become a Prefvina 
to France, we Jhould he thltged to give a Bmnty oh 
I fool aswedA oH ffur Corny that France might have 
it cheaper than our People. And in p. 400. be com^ 
fuies the Value of the Manufa£fur€ in our tyooUen-^ 
Goodi in general^ at three times the Value of the JVooh 
Now I appeal to all Men of Senfe, whether k be 
not much more prejudicial in this Cafe, to feed 
the Workman cheaper, than to fell cheaper the 
Material ; the Manufafture being as three to one 
in our Woollen-Trade only, a Bounty on expor- 
ted Wool, tho' abfurd and dcftraftive, ftops there ; 
but Bounties on exported Com, Fiih, and Flefli, 
ferve to feed the French cheaper than our owiji Peo- 
ple, to run away not only with our Woollen, but 
alfo our Silk, Linen, and Iron Manufaftures; e- 
v«ry thing we can undertake, all Trade, all Navir 

gatlon ; 



. ffadba : Is not this GgaduS: morer abbrd, mor6 
aeftru&ke, could we have afted more (ervily had 
we become a Province to France^ or rather Js not 
this the way to make us fo ? AU Attc^mpts to con-^ 
fine our Wool at Home muft prove vain until our 
People are eafed of Taxes^ Monopolies^ and lU- 
judged Laws, equally with or beyond Foreigners £ 
lor while the Frend) can underwork us fo much 
they can afford to |^ve vaft Prices for our WooL, 
and what efEeA any Probibidon wUl have againlr 
vaft Profits, the Reader may judge^ The Penalty 
of Death hinders not Bullion firom being brou^t: 
away from Spain and Portugal. Sir J. Child re-^ 
marks upos this Subjeftof our Wool, in hi§ TraSt 
on Ttradej p. 157, 3^/ thty thai can ghe the U/i^ 
Price for a Commodity flkill never fail to have it bf 
me Means or other ^ notwitbfianding the Oppefttion of 
any Laws, or Ihterpcfitiom of any Power by Sea or' 
Land ; rf fuch Force^ Suitil^j and yiobnu it thr 
general Courje of Trader It ^ems (bmefihihg fiw- 
piifiog,. that in fuch finall Countries as die Briti/I^' 
Jjfiands there fliould>be everfuppofed togrow fuffici*^ 
ent Quantities of Wool;, and Siat of peculiar SortS' 
too, to gkit all the WoiJ4 with riielr ManufaAoreis^. 
or diat it ihouU be thought a realbnable Anfwer* 
to theQueftions How comes our WooUen-Tradc 
to decay ? to fay. The iC^antities made are toa 
great for the Confiamption, did we not frequendy 
meet with it iii -Converfationf Thefe Iflands arc^ 
not the 350th Part of the computed Superficies 
of die whole Earth ; to think that one Part with 
only what it can Ipare fr6m its own Gonfumption^ 
fhould be able to overftbck widi a Commodity 
univerfaHy neceffanr 349 odicr Parts, Is ftrange • 
but the Solution or the Myftcry is diis, that we: 
by ourTaxeis and Monopolies cannot giv£ theManu- 
fefture the Vent it formcrhr had, or is now capa- 
ble of, for the Material is (o far feom being a Drug 

C 5 that 
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that Foreigners give any Price for.it, and .we are 
forced to attgiipt the preventing its Ej^portation- by 
fevere Penal Laws ; it is therefore theManufadVure, 
that being raifed to an extravagant Price by Taxes* 
and Laws, which madce Proviuons' dearer to our 
Qwn Pepjplc than to Foreigners, we cannot give. 
Vent to near bonie, and are dejprived ^oingof it in^ 
the remote Trades to |. Parts of the World by our 
MQnopp)ifihg Cpn^panies, whereby great Quan- 
tities of Woollen Goods being crowded for Sale 
ijitd a few Ports^ become confcquently delpifed 
SHid undervahied ; whereaa, were our Trade quite 
ij-ee, we ihduld fend but Cnall Qua;itities of Wool- 
lens to' the re(pe,fl:ive numerous Ports we then 
traded to,, which would naturally ihcreafe their 
Pricj?, for being the beft manufafliured, as they 
gr<2w icarce they would become efteemed and de- 
ijiknde^, infomuch that we might be obliged to 
import .Woplsourfelves to' anfwer the Demand; 
if is' our ill Management of our Trade and that 
only> ^hich cnabks Foreigners to deprive us even 
oit^our natural Advantages, of which our Wool- 

Ich-T^^^^ ^s one. " . . 

/ 'Our Laws relating to our Poor are a vaft Em 
<;ouragement to Idlenefs. 

*" By obligingParifhes to maintain their own Poor, 
we intitle them to a certain Maintenance whether 
they.deferve it or no,, fb that when Provifions are 
43ieap they won^t work above half the Week^ but 
lot or idle away half their Time, laying nothing 
up for Sicknefi or old Age, becaufe the Parifli muft 
jirovide for them then ; this is one of the Reaibns 
why the V,^ages of our Servants and Labourers 
are fo excelEve high, becaufe our Laws provid- 
ing for the Idle, none will work without being 
extravagantly paid ; whereas had they nothing to 
depend upon but their Indufiry, or the Charafter 
©fit to recommend them tp the Charitable in their 

Misfortunes, 
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Misfortunes, they would be glad of conftant "Worie 
at moderate Prices, to fuppoit themfelves, be 
more' Frugal to make a Referve againft times of 
Adverfity, and more ftudious to deferve that Re- 
Kef they might want. 

^ Befidcs,^ thefe Laws are vaftly unjuft^ for the 

Poors Rates being very high, are a heavy Tax 

^ on the Induftrious to maintain thd Idle, and as 

every pofitive Tax muft raife the Prices- of La- 
bour and CJoods, the Induftrions are thereby ftili 
more oppreft, and the Sale of our Goods hindered 
Abroad, for our Labour k grown* fo exceffively 
Dear, that we lofe all Trades where Eoreigners> 
come in Compethion with us. < 

Idlehefs is ftill more encouraged by the Defefls 
©f our Laws againft Vagabonds, a free People 
are always brave, and the Brave always Coni- 
paffionate, which being a difttnguifhing Gharadler 
of our People, they are eafily impofed' on by the 
lteaftA|>pearance'of Diftrcft, fothatfome Beggars^ 
who can counterfeit Mifery well, get more Money 
^ in a Day than many diligent^ Labou]:ters, to th^ 
great PMcouragement of the Induftrious, who fefe 
Idlenefs fo well rewarded ; whereby our Roads 
and Streets fwarm with Beggars, all the Diftur- 
bance diey meet with, being now and then'tumed 
By a Beadle out of his Parifh into the next^ which 
is'only (hlfting the Evit from one Door toano*. 
ther, but works no Reformation. And if an En- 
qiiiry could' be made' into . the. manner that our 
Poor now Ipcnd thofe Alms they receive from 
their Pariihes> I believe the greateftPart thereof 
would appear to be fquanderM away in Drams, . 
and that tbebulk.of them.are maintained only to 

.^ get drunk. • 

The fusing People to fine for Parilh^ Offices. 
is one of the greateft Defefts in thefe Laws,, for 
the tetter Sort of^Houfekecpers payind^.to faVe 

tQcniielves.; 
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themfelvcs the Trouble of puttiDg our Laws in 
force, the Execution of them Is left to the In- 
ferior, who have not time, to Ipare from their 
Callings to do it well ; -who are too often tempted 
to fquander away the Money raifed for the Poor 
in feafting, or torn it to their Profit by Aamifhing 
Workhoufes with Ncccflkries at extrvagant Prices ; 
whereby the Parishioners arc high-rated, and the 
Parifhes brought into Debt* 

It is a common Saying, that om Laws SLfc 
good, but ill executed ; to which I anAver, That 
a Law not executed is worfe than no Law at all, 
therefore cannot be good ; for the weaknefs of a 
Law appearing by its being evaded, makes the 
People have a mean Opinion of the Wifdom of 
the LegUlature, and brings a Contempt on our 
Laws in general, therefore muft be bad. A Law 
that by its Rewards or Puniihments does not ea- . 
force Obedience to its Commands, is in.effeftno 
Law at all, and what has no ESeO: does no 
good. 

' , -OtirLaws that fix and fettle the Proportion be- 
tween our Gold and Silver Coins, are very prejur 
diciaL 

For as the Metals themfclves vary here in Value 
weekly as the Proportion changes abroad, one or 
other of our Coins, muft be carried away with 
lofe to the Nation, as the Cafe is now with our 
Silver Cobis ; as for example : A Pound of Stan- 
ikrd Silver is coined into 62 s. (o that one Pound 
and ^V thereof make 63 Sm and Exchanges for 
three . Guineas. By Cajlmng*i Paper of February 
3, .1 740. Standard Silver was at $s. 7 ^ per Ounce, 
which makes for one Pound and i^ 68 j. jd* 4s: 
being above 5;. jd, >^ more than the Currency ; 
alinoft nine pet Cent, lofs to us, and gain to 
Foreigners who carry away our Siver Coin : Can 
'we wonder at the fcarcity of. it when we make it 

fo 
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A'ftnfitable an Axtkle to be carried away? Mr. 
Lech obferves in his ConfiderationSy &c. Page 167.. 
J f your Law fit it, u «.• the PropsrtUn of G^ld to^ 
Silver at iS> wA^w it is at the free Market Rate in 
the ne^hbouring Countries as 16 toil WSt they not 
find hither their Silver to fetch away your Gold at ^ 
lofs to you? Or if you will hep it» Rate to Silver ers^ 
1^40 r, uAen i» Holland, France> ^9^ Spain, its 
Marht Vahe is hut 14. Will they mt fend hither 
^ir Gold and fetch your Silver at -^ hfr to you ? 
^}hs is unavoidahle if you will mah Money of hoth Cold 
emd Silver at the fame time, and fet Sates upon them 
ly Law in reJpeSl of one another. 

And here it may not be improper to obTerve, 
that our expenfive Law- Suits aife deftniftive to 
Trade, making Traders often fubmit to Impofi- 
tions rather than feck a Remedy, that by its Ex- 
. pence often proves worfethan the Difeafc ; or where 
Juftke is uncert^ to be obtained through the Un- 
&Ufulnei& of the Courts of Law,, which feldom. 
fully compreiicnd the Intricacy of Mercantile 
Diiputes and Accounts. The Gounfcl confefs it 
in open Court, and often perplex a Caufe by their 
Ignorance whidi they fliould clear up by their 
Knowledge ; and many tim^ the Judge in fiim- 
ming up the Evidence, will fay to the Jury that 
tjfe Difpute is a Matter of Tra& which I don^fe 
underfland and you da; and many Caufes have byr 
xrau^Dus Judges been recommended to be left ta 
the Reference of fome of the Jury,, ending at^jfe 
great Expence what might have been done without 
any worth mentioning. It would be juft as rca- 
fonable for Lawyers to confiilt Merchants. ip Pomts 
of Law, as Merchants them in Points of Trade^ 
£lalcs in which they are equally ignorant : Be- 
fides, to what .a vaft Expence are not Creditors 
put in taking out Commiilions againft Bankrupts, 
whidi of all Caifes ihould be attended with the 
leailj. and where Loiles arc already but too bad. 



.♦ 



52 An EssA V on the Caufis of the 

IS it not barbarous to make them worfe by a heavy 
Expence ? For the reft, the Reader is referred to 
Sir Joftah Child's Difcdurje on Irack, ?^ger i^t. 
where this, SUbjcft is finely treated on. 

I fliall now attempt to fhew in fome Degree, 
the Amount of our Monopolies and ifl^judged 
Laws. 

* Tho* itbe above my Capacity to point otit ex- 
, aftly the Advance in die PHces of our Goods^oc- 
cafionM by^each fcparate Monopoly or ill-judged 
Law, that ruins Trade, or to fix the utmoft de- 
gree that our Taxes joined to them carry the art?- 
ficial Value to ; yet an Attempt at fome Amount^, 
fufficient for our Purpofe, may be made. As our 
Woollen-Trade is our greateft Concern, the Ex- 
ample fliall be dk*awn from that. 

£>£ Wit in his Memoirs y Page 57. fays, Ihat the 
making a Piece of Cloth in Holland co/is 70 Livrei, 
of which the Workmen pay 20 for Taxes, That 
Work then untaxed would be only 50 LiVres, and 
20 Livres charged* on. 50, is juft 40 /^r Gf»/. Tax 
on Labour: If he Dutch Taxes have been confi- 
derably raifed fince De^PFit^k time to fiipport two 
FrenchWzrs, which may amount, to as much again 
for aught I know, but to make the* Calculation 
appear the fairer by being moderate,, I fhall -fup- 
pofe the Increafe only at 10 per Cent, making in 
all 50 per Cent, Tax on Dutch Labour; 

Englljh Wool' finuggled to Foreigners,, fells at 
above ^^o per Cent. Advance on the EngliJhPnce; 
they find it anfwers as well or better than any 
other Foreign Wools they import, otherwife thiey 
would not covet it fo much as diey do, or we make 
fevere Laws in vain to prevent their having it. 

In the Ohfirvaiions pn Britifli IVool, p. 53, the 
Author fuppyes the Value of a Pad' of EngWfh Comb- 
ing'Wool, at 61. The. Weight of a Pack of Wool 
Beings 249 Pounds, h juft 6d. 'per Pound. In p» 

^3 he. 
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43 he fays, The Price ^/Englifli ond InSkCombing- 
tw^/<7f Abbeville was (about the Year 173 Z) ,at 
ipd. antt 10 i Sterling tbe Pound; which laft Price 
K io7. raj. a Pack, and jiift 75 /i/r Cent. Advance 
on the Englfjh Price; which wfll not be thought 
extraordinary, whei^ a Survey is taken of the Pe- 
nalties the Smugglers incur by our Laws, if dc- 
teftedi (befides the Charges of Shipping, &c.] 

By the gtB and 10th ^ Wiliram PIT. Woel found 
carrying towards the Sea in Kent and Suffex, unhfi 
entered, and Security given', is forfeited, with 3 s. 
per Pound Penalty. 

By the gthand loth of Wilriani III. PFool'Ladi^, 
en any Ship for Exportation, unlefs entered and Se^' 
curity given, is forfeited, with 3 8. per Pound Pe- 

By the 1 2ih of Charles II. Mafter and Mariners 
knowing thereef, and ajpjiing, to forfeit att theirs 
Goods and Chattels,, and fuffer three Months Imprifon^ 
fnent\ 

By the 7th and 9th of William III. Perfons aj!/9i 
ing in the Exportation, to fuffer three Months Impri^ 
finment, without Bail or mainprize. 

By Ditto, The htbahitants of a Place out of, or 
thro* which tht Wool- is carried or exported, are 
tOt forfeit^ 20I. if the Goods he under the Falue- of , 
10 1, but if above, treble the Vabtt, and. treble Cofit 
of Suit. 

By Ditto, ^0 be recovered by ASfion againfi the 
Owners and their Af^Jiants. 

By the sth of Gtox^ IT. Wklfiized'on board any 
Veffel without Cocket, or Warrant, the Veffel, her Gitns, 
Tackle and Furniture to be forfeited^ 
■ By the Ath of George I. Perfons not paying the 
Sum recovered in three Months, the Court mayerdef^. 
franfporiatimfin' feven Tearry as for^lony.- — 

The 
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The Z)tf/r* have intirely beat us out of the Trader 
to Fbrtugal in the midling Sorts, of Cloths, bc-^ 
tween 8- and lis, per Yard; and I appeal to our 
Clothiers if the mixt Cloths made for Exportation^ 
between thofe Prices, are not reduced to a mer« 
Trifle itt' Quantity, to what they were formerly ; 
or rather, if hardly any be made. A Dutch Cloth 
then may be fairly computed to have 50 per Cent- 
Advance upon it in the Price of its Wool and^. 
Taxes on its Labour, and yet comes cheaper to a^ 
foreiga Market than an Eti^Ufl) one; the latter 
lauft have a fiAitious Value of above that Sum 
Qpon it, and as i per Cent, is fufEclent to turn the 
Scale of a Trade that 1% in Mquilibrio, I fhall com- 
|«te the fi£Ufiious Value of an Er^UJh Cloth but! 
at 51 p^r Cent* 

In Page 20 the Amount of onrl: 
Taxes- on the Expcnces of our Peo- V 3r per Cent* 
pie is above \ 

Therefore the Monopolies andl 
Ill-judged Laws that affcjft this Cloth > 20 per Cent. 
»ay be about . . 3 . t 
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Tegether 51 ^r Cent. 
A Bale of Englijh Cloths now cofting £ 100 
Has included in that Price* an Artificial.'^ 
Vahie aiifing from. Taxes, Monopolies,. I 
and Ill-judged Laws^ with their. Confe- ^ ^ 
^uences^ as above J . 

Which bemg fubftrafted, Ae natural j 
Value of a Bale of Cloths, if freed from t ^ 49 
Taxes, ifc* would be only 3 

. £ 5.1 char|rcd;by Taxes, Monopolies, Ill-judg- 
ed Laws^ with part of theirConfequcnces on 49/. 
is above w^per C$nt> and is fo far an Artificial 

Value 
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Value added to our Goods^ at a low Compu- 
tation. 

Befidcs the Prejudice done taTrade by this Ar* 
tificial Value we give our Goods, it likewife wea- 
tens and diftrefles the Government, whkh is 
forced to raife above double the Sums ncceflary oil 
the People for eveiy Piece of Service, whereby 
f^ Murmurs^ and Difcontents arife, the People grow 

(boner impoverished and unable to raife the Sup- 
plies ; for above half the Value of every thing 
we: want being £ditious, ws are farced to ra»fe iht 
fame Money to mmntain 1 1 2,500 Men^ as the French 
do tp maintain 300^000, as appears by the Britifiy 
Merchant, Vol. i. Page 7. and if the fame dif- 
ference of Expence holds in the Fleets, thai 
lingle Gonfideration ihould, I thinks open ova 
Eyes to make our Security greater, by tJirowing 
out all fictitious Value from our Labour and Goods ^ 
to be able to cope with tbefe our only dangerous 
Enemies on npiore e<|ual Terms* 

IV. Our large National Debt. 

This is fraught with many Inconveniences. 

Firfly It has ruined our Trade, by ferving for 
a Pretence to contbue thofe Taxes on Gommodi- 
ties, the deArudive Gonfequences of which to 
Trade. I have before proved, 
. Secmdly, It deftroys prifvate Gredii: : Th^jimiab 
Qf Europe for the Year 1739, Page 444, juftly re* 
mark, That thefi Funds firji drew out of private 
Mands mo^ of that Mon^ which ftxmU^ and other* 
wife would have been lent to our Merchants ondTradef" 
men ; this made it difficult for fuch to borrow any 
Money upon Perfonal Security y mid this Difficulty fom 
^ niade it wfic^efii knd Money upon fuch Security, whicb^ 
of courfe dejiroyed alt private Credit^ and greatly uc^^ 
ur*d mr T^rade in generaU ' \ ' 
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Thirdly^ It encourages Idfcnefs ; for fcveral Peo- 
ple making from 3 to 4 per Cent, of their Money 
ikepingy are mere Drones in the Hive, improving 
no Land^ nor extending any Trade. 

Fourthly^ It encourages Luxury ; Idlenefs is the 
Mother of Vice, and a mere Stockholder being 
the idleft Perfonupon Earth, bas nothing to fhidy 
but how to kill Time by Vanities and Luxuries, 
in which this Nation bas of late Days made a 
great Proficiency. 

fifthly, It waftes the Body-politick ; for a great 
Part of our National Debt (computed by fbme at 
12 Millions) belonging to Foreigners not rcfidingr- 
here, but whofe Interelt is remitted abroad, they 
are in the fame State, with refpe£l to the Nation 
ds Landholders Abfentees, thofe Cankers to the 
Riches of a Gountty, fuppofing the Ihtercft re-- 
mitted abroad to Foreigners to be only 400,000/1 
per Annum. . 

If our Trade prove but a little bene^cial, fo 
large a Sum going yearly will certainly keep us 
poor. 

If our Trade brings us in neither Profit or Lofs, 
and the current Caih of the "Nation is* 12 Mil- 
lions, the Intereft paid Foreigners in 30 Years 
wi|l 4run away with it all. 

But if the general Balance of our Trade comes 
to be agunfi us, the fending abroad yealy Money 
to pay that Balance, joined to the above 400,600/. 
per Annum Intereft, muft bring Deftruftion upon 
us like a Whiriwind. So fine a Situation have 
our Debts brought us to ! 

> . • • • : 

To conclude this firft Head. 

The Foreign Trade of every Country muft de-^ 
dmc . • 

i'hatlays unequal Taxes and oppreffive ExcSes 
'oAts People^ 

Cranes 
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Cramps its Trade, the Founta^i of Riches^' by- 
high Guftoms and Prohibitions. 

Suffers many Mohojpolies. 

Opprefles its Peoples by prohibiting the Impor- 
tation of Viftuak, under die .Pretence of r^ifing 
the Value of its Lands. . 

Gives Bounties to feed Foreigners cheaper than' 
its own People. 

Encourages .Idlcnefs by bad Laws relating to its 
Poor. 

Tempts Foreigners to carry away its Coin for 
kfs than its intriiinc Value. 

Makes the obtiaining Juftice chargeable. 

Suffers a heavy National Debt, contraflcd in 
time of War, to continue unpaid in time of Peace. 

Thefe are the Gaufes of the Decline of our 
Foreign Trade, which having made appear, they 
naturally lead us to treat. 

P A R T IL 

The Reafons why the Decline of Foreign 
Trade jfinks the Value of Land. ' 

fir/^, By^linking the Markets at home ; for the; 
Produce of Land being rendered excclEvely dear, 
by the Gaufes before mentioned, Foreigners will 
not take its Superfimties ; and Labour being by 
die fame Gaufts rendAed exceffively dear too, 
we cannot manufafture or improve that Produce, 
Nations that can fupply cheaper overftocking the 
Markets abroad; fo that the Produce of the 
Lands not being . cairied off as iifual, muft be- 
come a dead Stock on the Farmers Hands, and 
caufe great 'Quantities to be crowded into the 
Markets, where being /Encouragement but for 
few Buyers, the Price naturaHy falls ; as for m- 
ftance, the declining Demand for our Woollen 
Goods abroad, falls the Price of Wool now aii 
home* Suppo(e 
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Suppofe that in 1 699 we exported 1 
to 7«r^^ 40,000 Clodbs, the Value of C^ 80,009^ 
Raw Wool in each being a/, amounts to j 
Suppofe that in 1738 we exported! 
to Turkey 8,000 Cloths, the Value off 
Raw Wool in each being i/. 10/. a- f 1 2^000 
mounts to J 



The difference^ of the Value of 
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•ine dmercnce^ ot the Value otlr ^g 
Wool exported in thofe two Years, J ^ o<>>ooo. 

Wools of this Value, lying yearly o^ hand^ 
mufl make a Glut ; the Farmers puih to fell at 
Market, but in vain, unlefs at under Prices ; for 
the Wool-ftaplcrs, finding the Demand decreafe, 
decreafe in Number themfelvesj fome break,, 
fome leave off Trade, fome take to other Trades.5 
for many Sellers with great Stocks oa handj^ 
and few Buyers, naturally fall the Markets, ana 
the Landlords preiOng the Tenants for Ri^nt, and . 
thrcatning to felze if Payments are not made,, 
the Wool muft be fold at any rate to raifc Mo* 
ney; and there being yearly 68,ooo/. lefs Mo* 
ney brought into the Nation to be laid out in 
Wool than in former tknes, tiie Priee muft be 
ftill lower on that account ; the lower the Pro- 
duce fells, the lefs Rent die Farmer can give 
for Land ; the worfe the Markets, the . greater 
Arrears -of Rent the Farmer runs into; and 
Taxes, Monopolies, &fr* making Labour and 
NecefTaries grow dearer, and the Decay of Fo- 
reign Trade making the Wool fell cheaper, muflr 
break him in the end,, and then the Farm is 
throwi^ on the Laadlord^s Hands, who, unwil* 
ling to fall the Rent, keeps it in the Manage* 
aient of Stewards or Bailiffs, whofe Profit and j 

Charges feldom make it pay the oU Rent, but ! 

generally enda in mortgaing the I^and^ or felling 
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It ; and as thefe Cafes grow more frepuent^f more 
Eftatcs will be at Market, and confcqucHtly the 
lefs Prices they will fetch, 

SeconMyy By increafeing, the Number of the Poor 
^o burden the Land. 

The poor, wanting Employment, muft be fop- 
ported by the Land ; If Forei^ers give them 
Work, they give them Bread ; but when Trade 
cannot maintain them. Land mufl-, vide p. 7* 
When the Poor^s Rates are heavier than the 
Tcnnant can bear, the Landlord muft pay them, 
either by Allowance in the Rent, or by taking 
the Farm into his own Hands ; or elfe by the 
breaking of his Tenant, who has paid that Mo- 
ney to die Poor's Rates fais Landlord fhouid faaye 
received. 

Suppofein 1699 the Labour) 
of the above 40,000 Cloaths tp >• 40,000 People^ 
have given Enaployment to 3 

Suppofe in 173S the Labour of y 
the above 8,000 Cloaths to havcf i,ooo People 
£^en Employment to 3 

The Difference is 32,000 People 

Suppofc thefe 301,000 Pcoj^c toT 
have earned by their Labour former- C £ 192,000 
\y from ForeigneJs 61. per JnnumX 
ead), it amounts to J 

But/^anting EmpI6yment,.tbey 
come on the ParKh 9iis*6d. per^ 124,000 
Week each, which for one Year 
'amounts to \ 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

The Difference to thel^andlord/l j^ 316^806 
lacoc ¥eftn 3 
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, For as the Land, by the Decay of Fo^eiga 
Trade, receives not the firft Sum, and is by the 
fame Caufe faddled with ,the latter, it makes an 
annual Difference of the above two Sums to the 
Landholders in this fingle Branch of Labour ; 
and is the fame in proportion for all other decay-i { 

ed Branches of Trade. . ' J 

Thirdly f By decreafing the Stock of People. ' , ^ 

For as Emplo5rment. leflens, the moft Induftrlr ' ] 
.ous, rather than ftarve here, will fly to other I 

Countries. where Trade can maintain them; fo 
the Confumption of Thefe being taken away, 
the Demand at Market muft grow lefs, and of 
courfe Rents muft fall ; yet the Farmers Glurge* 
muft grow greater.: for the fewer Hands, the 
higher Wages are; this muft break him in the 
end, and produce all the Gonfequences following 
that Misfortune , mentioned in the iirft Remark ; 
Befides, 'tis Men that trade, and bring in Money, 
therefore the fewer they are, the lefe Money 
will be brought in ; affdthe lefs Money, th0 IcU 
Rent can be given for Land. ^ 

, Fourthly^ By decreafing our Riches. 

Tlais is a Gonfequence of the above three Re- . 
marks; for having fewer Goods capable of be- 
ing exported ity reafon of their dear Pfice, and 
our Manufa6^res dj^clining muft in time be loft, 
therefore the Importation of foreign Gpods muft 
naturaUy uicreafe, and niore.Monpy go out t9 
pay for them. - . 

I have laid it down as a Maxim in Page i^ • 

•iThat Natms which have no Mines of Gold and Sit** 
wr, have no Means to get them but by ForeignTrade^ 
and according to the Degree of thefe Metals they pof* 
fefs^ the Prices of ^their -Commodities^ and therewith ^ 
}he Falut ofih$ir Lands, rife and fall in^^opjottioni 
which I i4all how prove. 
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The Britannia Languens Page i a, fays. If there 

Were tut 500!. in England, an Ox could hardly be 

worth 41 Penny \ therefore the Rent muft bear its 

Proportion to the Riches. This appears by 

Maitland^s H^fiory of London j for he fays, that in 

the Year of 961 Land fold at is. per mre. The 

Reafon that Land then bore fo low a Price, nvas, 

the low Price the Produce fold at ; for he (ayi that 

in the Year 1000^ an Ox fold for 2S. 6d. a Cow 

for 2S. a Sheep for is. and a Swine for 8d. 

This could be only owing .to the little Foreign 

jTrade the Nation then had, and confequently to 

the little Quandty of Gold and Silver Trad* had 

then brou^t in. 

But if it fliould be aflced. What is the Reafon 
that at prefent all things are naturally fo much 
advanced in Price, to what they were in thofc 
Days? The Anfwer is. That the Quantities of 
Gold and Silver brought to Europe flnce the Pro- 
grefe made by the Spaniards ma Portuguefe in jf^ 
merica, have made thofe Metals more conmion 
and of Icfs Value than formerly, fo that 0.0 s. 
will hardly purchafe what i s. would before the 
Difcovery of the We/i-Indies. 

The Spaniards and Portugutfe don't throw away 
their Gold and Silver;for us to pick iip; wi have 
no Mines of thefe Metals, therefore, could not 
^et fuch Quantities as we have but by our Trade 

£ Spain «and P^tugql^ or to thofe Gounuies that 
d an. Over-balsnce -upon them^ aad were over? 
balanced by us. 

So that the p^elent natural Price of Land, and 
itt Produce, is the Proportion of Gold and Silver 
Aat foreign Trade hath brought into and left in 
lAe Nadon : If the prefent Quantity was to be 
iPout^fi^ i^y ^5^T^ign Trade, the xi^tural Price: of 
|>A^d,> ami its Produce, muft be fi> too ; for a^» 
^rding to the Price the f armet €«a &U bis Com* 

modlty 
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mocfity at Market, he can pay for the Rent of 
Land, and no otherwife. If our Foreign Trade 
decays until the prefent Money in the Nation be 
half (wept away, the Produce of Land muft feH 
for half die natuarally Price it does now, end Land 
muft let at half the Rent it naturally bears now ; 
but if wc ihoold go on detlining, until ^^e have 
BO more Money left in the Nation than there was 
ii 961 or 1000, the Prices of Land, and its 
Produce, can be no more dian they bore in thofe 
Days, (Taxes, &e. dedufted.) 

Therefore if the Landed-Gentlemen have 4 
mind to raife or fink the Value of their Lands, 
the encouraging ordifcouragingonr Foreign Trade 
is the only Means to do either, fo clofely united ' 
are Land and Trade ; their tijoe Interefts are the 
feme ; they muft ftand or fall -together. • 

The Sum of all is this : 

That what Foreigners take jfiromo- I 

thers inftead of us, '; Sinks the 

What the Poor had given them in- L Value of 

ftead of buying, f Lands. • 

The Scarcity ot People, | 

The Scarcity of Money, j 

Ta»es, Monc^olies, Ill-judged Laws, and Nati- 
onal D^bts, are the Caufes of the Decline of our 
Foreign Trade ; the Decline of Foreign Trade 
caufes Ac above four Calamities ; ahd they fink 
the Value of Lands. The Taxes, MOnopolie^j 
Bl-judgod Lawa, and Nationd Debts, arc thd 
Caufes of all, therefore they are Caufes of thi 
S[;to:reafe of the Value of Lands. 

PART IIL ' / ^^ 

Of the Means to Vcftore the Foftign Trad^ Hyt 
SHtimi. tod copfcqucntly the Value of lt$ Lafidst 
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It is a manifeft Inftancc of the great Natural 
Advantages in Trade this Nation enjoys, that it 
hath not been ruined long ago by the Confequences 
oF our own Ill-Management ; as I fhall have 
frequently occaflon to me'ntion the former, it 
will be proper here to fliew what they are ; and, 
as the Dutch and French are our great Rivals in 
Trade, to compare our Natural Advantages with 
theirs. 

Firjfy Our'Situation if the fecureft of any iri 
Europe, not liable to the Iricurfions of our Neigh- 
bours, as the Dutch are ; we have more goo4 
Harbours than any Nadon on the Continent 
open all the Year ; whereas the French Ports for 
Ships of any Burden arc few, and thbfe far afun- 
der ; and the Dutch Ports few, dangerous, and 
froze up in the Winter. We are furrounded by 
the grcateft Fifhery in the Wdrld, which the 
Frend^ and Dutch are both deficient in, and fetk 
at great Hazard and Expence on our Coafts. Our 
Country is healthy and pleafant ; whereas Holland 
is cold, marfhy, and unwholefbme. 

Secondly, Our Government is the moft mild and 
excellent of any in Europe ; whereas the Govern- 
ment in France is arbitrary, and in Holland very 
fcvere. • 

Thirdly f Our Plenty of Provifibns exceeds all 
Europe ; no Nation having that Plenty/ both o? 
Corn and "Piefti- Meat, that we abound in; for 
Holland is deficient in botih, and buys of us* 
tnd France cannot well viftual Ships without 
Irijh Beef ; and its Harvefts being more precarious 
than ours, the French are forced to make fre- 
quent Purchafes of Com from us. 

Fourthly^ Our Iflatids abound in excellent Wool, 
Coals, Lead, Tin, Leather, Butter, and Tal- 
low ; all which both French and Dutch are defici- 
ent in, and forced to buy of us . 

D We 
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Wc have Oak for Ship-building, which both 
Dutch, 3ind French want. In our Plantations wc 
build va ft Numbers of Ships, v/YAch the French zic 
deficient in, and forced to buy of «s. 

As the Dutch are forced to purchafe every thing, 
they arc out of the Queftion ; but the French have 
vaft QuantitLes of Wines and Brandies; they 
have Silk, Oil^ Hemp, and Flax; m thefe, atprc- 
fent, we are deficient; but we have Lands in. 
our Colonies,, for a Trifte, fit to raife them all 
cheaper than the French can 'do ; befides other 
Commodities which they want, fuch as Rice 
Tobacco, Pilch, Tar, Marts, aad Bowfprits. 
Fifthly y Our Sailors are the mojft expert, andf 
. our Ships the heft-built of any ; fo that we couldi 
have the Preference in the carrying Trade ; no 
Merchant but would fhip his Goods on an Eng- 
lijh Veffel at equal Freight preferably to one of 
any other Country; and^the former can beinfured 
^t the. cheapeft Premium- 

» To all this may be added, that our People arc 
brave, laborious, andftrong; extrenje neat Work- 
men> inaproving to the utmoft the Inventions of 
others : And our Merchants the moft generous 
and honourable in Trade, with whom all Nations 
are fond to deal. 

With all thefc fuperior Natural Advantages, we 
cannot be hurt but by ourfelv^s; 'tis our own 
covetous Folly only that can undc^-as* Had our 
Trade been fufFerM to take its natural Channel, 
Foreigners could not have diverted its Gpurfe, not 
ever can, unlefs thefe Natural Advantages are an- 
nihilated ; and they may as wdlif^Hehipt to fink 
our Iflands in the Ocean, as ^Ite-^they remain 
to deprive -us of the Benefits refulting from their 
Situation and Produce, if we take only aRefoJu- 
tion to open our K;^es ; fo tliat tho'> our W6i,fiids- 
iiie deep, and have brought; us fomewhat Jow^' 
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3ret are they not incurable ; if they are neglefted, 
the general Decay muft be cohipleated in our 
Ruin^ but with proper Care wc may rife to a 
more flouriftiing Condition than we ever yet 
knew. And tho' all the Means neceflary there- 
to cannot be (uppofed to fall within the Compafs 
of any one Man's Capacity, yet is it the Duty of 
every Man, in time of need, to contribute fomc- 
thing, though in part only, and by way of Ef- 
fay. As fuchj the following Propofals are of- 
fered, 

PROPOSALS. 

I. To^talce off our unequal Taxes and oppref- 
five Excifes, and to lay one Tax on die Gon- 
iiimers of Luxuries. 

IL To take off our Cuftoms, and make all our 
PiOrts free. 

IlL To abolifli our Monopolies,' unite Ireland^ . 
and put all the SubjeAs in thefe three Kingdoms 
on the fame Footing in Trade. 

IV. To withdraw the Bouhdes on exported 
Com, and ere£^ publkk Magazines in every 
County. 

V. To difcourage Idlenefe, by well- regulating 
our Poor, 

VI. To make our Silver the current legal Mo- 
ney only, at a fixM Rate, and let Gold find its 
own Value. 

VII. To prevent expenfive Law-Suit^ ruining 
Traders, by erefting Court -Mei^hants ip Trading 
Towns. j 

VIII. To pay off our Debts by publilpk Bonds, 
bearing Intereft, negotiable by Indorfement, and 
liquidating part of our Debts yearly. 

JX. To encourage our Plantations in railing 

D 2 Growths, 
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tjTowths, by permitting their Exportxtion diac£Hy 
to any Part of Europe* 

X. To ercft a Dra\vmg- School at the Publicfc 
TExpencc, and not fuffer the French to be the only 

People of Tafte and Invention. 

XI. To improve the Navigation of our Rivers 
as far as they are capable. 

Ftrft nni Sectrnd PROPOSALS, 

To lay One Tax on the GonRimers of Luxuries> 
and take off all our other Taxes, txcifcs, and 
Cuflonis ; and ^hen that is done,, to make aU our 
Ports Free, 

As the Money- Affair is always the grand Ob- 
jeft, fomething, by way of Equivalent, muft b^ 
given for the Taxes taken off; as fucfa, the fol- 
lowing Scheme is offered, 

A PKOPOBAh fir raifitig one ofilyTax on the Cen^ 

fumers if Lwcuriet. 

It is hereby propofed, That all Perlbns ufing, 
wearing, or drinking the following Articles of 
Luxury as particularly fpdcified, be obliged to 
take out a Licence yearly, paying e^ one Sjub- 
fidy for each Article of Three Half-pence in the 
Found only, on the computed Injcome they 
fliould have to fupport the Station of Life they 
voluntarily place themfelves in, by die Article of 
Luxury they uj(e, wear^ or driak> as by the Ex- 
ample undemeadi* 



All 



cpmrnonly called Ser- f ^ 

vices of Plate, J 

3, Keepuig a Coach and ) ^ 

Six for their Ufe, J *°°^ 

4^ Keeping a Coach' and J ^^^ 

Four for their life, J 

5. Keeping a Coach and j o^^ 
Two for their Ufe, J* 

N. B. Chariots, Pour^wheel 
Chaifesy &c. an included in 
the Term Coach* 

6. Wearing Jewels fort 
theirDrefs,befidesNeck- ( g-^^ 
Laces^Solitaires^Rings^ \ 

or Ear-Rings, J 

7. Keeping a Sedan Chair 7 ©-,-. 
fortherUfe, 5 

8. Wearing Gold and Sil 
ver, Men on their Coats 
and Women on 
Gowns, 

9. Ufing Silver plate fbr^ 
their Sideboards or Ta- r 
bles,notha\ingService3, ) 

I a. Ufing China Services 1 
of Difhes and Plates at f 500 
their Tables, 3 

11. WearingNecklacesorl 
Solitaires of Jewels for ( 
theirDrefs,befidcsRingsf ^^o 
or Ear-Rihgs, J 

12. Keeping a Chair or^ 
Chaifc with one Horfe L 250 
for their Ufe, D 3 3 
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All Perfons Computed Incomes /. x. d. 

1. Keeping two Coaches i J* ^ 
and Six for their Ufe, 5*^^^ 

2. Ufing Diflies or Plates'! 
of Silver at their Tables, f 

f 



50 00 o 



d and Sil "j 
nr Coats, ( 
on ;heir f 



£ 
•5 






25 00 a 

12 10 o 

06 05 a 

05 00 D 



yi< 



SOP 



500 



u 



05 00 O 



05. 00 o 



03 02 6 



03 02 6- 



03 02 6 



01 II 



01 n 3 

\^ Com- 



f» d»\ 



a 
o 



78 ^n Essay on the Caufes of the 

Computed Incomes /. 

13. DrinkingWine in their ^ 1 T 
Houfes, Lodging, or C 100 I 00 12 6 
Service, 3 

14. Wearing Gold or Sil- 
ver for 
cept 
Hats 

15. Wearing Jewels in ? 
Rings or Ear-Rings, J 

16. Ufing no Silver Plate 1 
but Spoons, J 

17. Drinking Brandy,Rum J 
or any Spirits, in Houfe^^ C 
Lodging, or Service, 3 

J 8. Drinking Tea, Coffee, 
or ' 
Lo 



100 I ft- ; 00 12 6 

.s 



100 I g joo la 6 



P 



Drinking Tea, Coffee, ^ 
Chocolate,, in HoHfe,,> 
)dging, or Service, \ 






00 06 3 



00 06 J 



25 00 03 l^i 



Al) Articles of the fame Degree,, or under the 
Aiticlc paid for, are included in it. 

Huibands to pay for their Wives the ^ of the 
Ariicje they pay for themfclves, to entitle them 
to ufc ihc fame. 

Fathers or Mothers (if no Father) to pay for 
each Child under Age the J- of the Article they 
pay for themfelves, to intitle them' to ufe the 

lame. 

Bachelors to be double-taxed, if of 21 Years 

of Age. 

No Perfons keeping Publick-^Houfes to have 
Mufick, Nine-pins, Shuffle-boards, Cockpits, 
Card, Dice, Draught-playing, or any Gaming in 
their Houfes, Out-houfes, Sheds, Yards, Gardens 
or Grounds, for Money or Liquors, except they 
pay in the fame manner as the Perfons ulmg Ar- 
ticle 9. Thefe People being the great Encour> 
agers of Idlenefs, Luxury, and Gaming, the great 
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Corrupters 6f the common People, Servants^ La- 
bourers, and Manufafturers, out of ^whofe Induf- 
try they idly live, to the Ruin of many poor Fa- 
milies, and are a great Caufe of the vaft Increafe 
of the Poor's Tax. 

It is not pretended that eveiy Artick of Luxury 
iieeeflary to be taxed is here hit on, with the fc- 
yerai Rates proper to be laid on each ; fuch things 
are too prefumptuous for any private Man, and 
befit only the Wifdom of the Legiflature : All 
that is here attempted v& only to give a Specimcrx 
of one Tax on the Gonfumers of Luxury only, 
the Method of raifing it, with fome Remaiks on- 
the Benefits artfing thereby to the Nation. 

The Method of raifmg this Tax.. 

. The Receiver- General of avery County to keep- 
an opea Office "to receive this Tax, during the 
Months of January and February., April and Alay^ 
July and Augu0y OSIoker and November^ m the: 
mofl Cxonvenicnt Town in c-acli. County ; and t-.> 
caufe Attcnd^ice x.b be given on. fuch Days iw the 
Week as the Commiffioncrs ihali judge necc/Tary. 

All Perfons to bring or fend their Money to the 
Rcceivcr-GeneraPs Office in their County, with a 
fair written Note, containing the* Name of the 
County, Town,, and Pariih, their Titles or Names,. 
Places of Abode,. Wives, and. Number of Chil- 
dren under Age ; with the Number, Title, and 
Amount of the Article they pay for Subfidies. 

Every Receiver-General to deliver to the Per- 
fons, paying their Subfidies^ a Licence for thati 
Year, in which the above Defcriptions fhall be 
Ipecified.. % 

. All Perfons paying their Subfidies in the Months. 
of January and February y to have 3 per Cent, on 
tbei*: Licences allowed them.; in the Months o£- 

. D 4 April 
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Jpril and May, 2 per Cent, in the Months of July 
and Augufly i per Cent, and no Allowance after- 
wards ; whereby it will be the People's Intereft 
to raife the Subfidies with tlie greateft Expedition. 

All Pcrfons before the End of the Year muft 
regifter their Licences with the Church-wardens 
of the Parifti they live in ; Perfons livmg in Ex- 
traparochial Places, to regifter their Licences in 
the Parifti neareft to their Dwellings. 

Perfons having Houfes of Refidence in feveral 
Parifties to regifter their Licence in each Parifti, 
paying their Parifti Taxes, Lodgers, and Ser* 
vants, to regifter their Licences only in one 
Parifti. 

One or both Church-wardens to attend at the 
Vcftiy every Wednefddy at Ten in the Morning, to 
regifter the Licences of the Year, receive the Mo- 
ney for Parifti Rates, and give Receipts on the 
Back of the Licences i to attend there fuch a 
Number of Hours as the Veftry ftiail judge necef- 
fary, whereby needlefs Attendance from their pri- 
vate AfFairs will be avoided. 

Church-wardens not regiftering Licences as be- 
fore dircfted, and tendered before Witncffes, to 
pay themfelves the Penalty incurred by their Ne- 

gle£l. 

Church-wardens to keep a feparatc Account of 
all thofe Licences which have not the Name of 
their Parifti, and are brought to be regiftercd on 
account of Parifti Taxes, by Perfons having more 
than one Houfe of Refidence. 

Church-wardens to dcpofite in the Veftry, on 

the firft Day of January, the laft Year's Regifter 

of Licences in their Parifti, for the Infpeftion of 

/the Pariftiioner^, and to form a Judgment of the 

Income of the Parifti. 

After the firft Regifter, as above, is delivered 
in, the Veftry of every Parifli within fourteen 

Days 
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Days to compute their Expences for the current 
Year for Watch, Poor, Scavanger, ifc, and how 
much in the Pound on the Licences computed to 
be regiftred in the current Year will fully defray 
thtm, and order the fame to be paid to the 
Church-wardens by publick Notice.. 
. No Perfon to be liable to pay any Parifh Taxes • 
?vhatever, by any other Rate. 

Church -wardens after the firft Year not to re- 
gifler any Perfon^s Licence, until they have re- 
ijeived their Parifli Rates, on the Penalty of pay- 
ing the (aid Rates themfelves. 

Perfons not Regiftering their Licences as afore- ■ 
faid, before the End of the Year, for the higheft: 
Article of Luxury they themfelves ufe, their 
- Wives, or Children under Age, to forfeit on Gon- 
viclion five Pounds, and three times the Sums not 
paid for Subfidies and Parifh Taxes, to be divided 
as follows ; y to their Pari/h to.eafe their Rates, 
and 4 to the Receiver-General. 

The Rcceivert-General to pay no Money but 
into the Exchequer, on the Penalty of 500 1. to 
the Informer. 

The Receiver-General, or his Deputy, not to 
fue the County for a Robbery, unlefs the Perfons 
carrying the Money be three in Company. 

The Receiver- General to fend up his Accounts 
to the Exchequer, of every two Months Receipts 
as foon as poffible, deducing frdm the Sum re- 
ceived, 100/. for his Salaiy for one Year, and i- 
. per Cent, for his Charges. 

The Commiffioncrs of the Land-Tax to be the 
. CommiiTioncrs of this, for each County. 

No Perfon after the firft Year, who does not pay 
for Article Nine, capable to be a Commiffioncr. ' 

Veftries may order any in the Parifhes they 
fufpeft of not having regiftcred, or fully paid their 
laft Year's Subfidies, to be apprehended by their 

D 5 Conilable 
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Gonftable or Beadle^ and carried before one of 
the Commiffioners of the County tp be examined, 
and fuch Perfons not producing their laft Year's 
Licence^ and Church-warden's Receipt or Re- 
ceipts, and not proving that the faid Licence was 
for the higheft Article they ufed, or elfe that they 
had not any Article to pay, not having ufed any ; 
the faid Perfons not clearing themfelves to the Sa- 
tisfaftion of the Commiffioners to be by him com- 
mitted to the Houfe of Correftion, to appear at 
the next Commiffioners Sittings, unlefs they de- 
pofit the Penalty in the Commiffioners Hands, ot 
give Security to appear at the faid Sittings. 

Perfons giving Security, or depofiting the Pe- 
nalty, to regiftcr their Names, and the Names of 
their Sureties, or the Sums depofited, at the Re- 
ceiver-General's Office for the County before the 
firft Day of the Commiffioners Sittings ; otherwife 
to be proceeded againft as guilty. 

Keepers of Houles of Correftion to deliver into 
the Receiver-General's Office before the firft Day 
of the Commiffioners Sittings, a Lift of the Fcr- 
fon's Names in their Cuftody, committed by the 
Comrniffioners. 

The Receiver- General, or his Deputy, to make 
a Regifter of all Perfons Names committed, de- 
pofiting, or giving Security to be laid before the 
Commiffioners at their Sittings ; to attend there 
as their Clerk, and record the Proceedings. 

Commiffioners to fit to hear Caufes in the Town 
the Receiver-General keeps his Office in, during 
the Months of March^ June, September^ and De- 
cember, 

Every Commiffioner to take an Oath in open 
Court the firft Day he fits, that he will vote ac- 
cording to Juftice, without Favour or Partiality ; 
otherwife to have no Vote. 

Com« 
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CommiiGoners every. Day they meet to choofc 
their Prefident, who ihall collea the Votes, and 
order the Receiver-General,, or his Deputy,, to 
record the Proceedings.. 

Three or more Gommiffioners to make a Gourt, 
aatid determine Caufes by majority of Vote,, if the 
Votes are equal, the Defendant to Be difmift. 

In all Gaufes determined by a lels Number than 
feyen Gommiffioners, there may be an Appeal to 
feven or more, whofe Determination to be final.. 

No Gommiffioner. to have any. Vote, in his own 
Caufe* 

Perfons con^fted, not paying the Penalty, to 
he fent to the Houfe ofGorredion, and kept to 
Hard Labour during the Space of fix Months. 

Perfons depofiting,, or giving Security, not ap- 
pearing, to be proceeded agauifl as guilty, their 
Depofit to be forfeited, and paid as direfted, or 
Diftrcfs -Warrants ifTucd out againfl them and their 
Securities, tolevy the Penalty. 

Any two or more GommilGoners to determine 
Differences about Diflrefs. 

Perfons whofe Gaufes arc delayed By any Negleft 
of the Receiver-General, or Keeper of a Houfe of 
Gorreflion, to petition the Gommiffioners for 
Satisfaction to be made them by the faid Perfons 
for^ what Lofs they. may. have fuflained thereby,, 
which the Gommiffioners may award at their Dif-^ 
crction. , 

The Receiver-General of every Gounty within 
three Months after the End of every Year to pub- 
li/h his Accounts, fh'ewing the Sums received the 
preceding Year from each Parifh of his Gounty,, 
arid how he hath accounted with the Exchequer for 
the fame, and to deliver when demanded at the 
Price of 2s. 6 d. one of the faid Accpunts, to 
every Gommiffioner and Ghurch-warden in the 
Gouiitj', on the Penalty of 50 A for each Refufal ; 
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And one to be tranfinitted to the Kmg's Remem- 
brancer's Office in the Exchequer. 

The Receiver-General not accounting ivith the 
Exchequer for the whole Money he receives, to 
forfeit on Gonviftion; to every Parifh whofe Sums 
he hath given in fhort, 5 /. and three times the 
Sum received in that Parifh and not accounted for, 
to eafe their Rates. -Church-wardens to prefer 
their Complaints againft the Receiver-General be- 
fore the CommifSoners in open Court. 

Church- wardens to depofit in the Veftry one of 
the Receiver-General's Accounts for to examine 
the Regifter by. 

Before making any Remarks on the Benefits 
arifing by this Propofal, the general Prejudice 
againft the Poffibility of carrying into Execution, 
any Tax on Luxuries, arifing from the fuppofed 
Evafion and Fraud fiich a Tax is liable to, muft 
be firft removed : In order to efFeft which, I hope 
to convince the Reader by the following Conii- 
derations, tihat this Tax by its very Nature and 
Method of railing, is fo far from being liable to 
the above Objeftion, that it is on the contrary 
capable of a more exaft and equal Colleftion than 
any Tax we have at prcfent. 

Fir/iy By its Nature : For what every Pcrfon 
ihould pay, muft be publickly known. Friends, 
Neighbours, and Servants, muft fee whether we 
drink Wine, Tea, Brandy, ^c. in our Houfesi 
Lodgipgs, Services, or no ; and as to our Fine- 
ries, it is our Intent they fhould be manifeft, fo 
that Concealments are almoft impofliblc. 

Secondly y By the Method of railing. 

Which obliges all Parifli Rates to be raifed at 
the fame* time and in the fame manner, for it is 
vejy obfervable that moft People are more prying 
bi^o the Proportion they themfelves or their jl 

Neighbours 
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Neighbours pay for Parifli. Rates, than into any 
Taxes raifed for the Government ; therefore, as 
by this Method no Perfon can pay any Parifli 
-Taxes at aU, until they have paid their Subfidies 
to the Government, nor pay lefs than their Due 
to the Parifli without making their Neighbours pay 
more than their Dues, and proving befides the 
Difproportion paid to the Government, which muft 
appear by a Regifter open to the Infpeftion of all 
the Parifti, whereby every one can, and will keep 
a particular Eye upon his Nei^bours, to fee not 
only that they pay, but that they pay fair j and 
the Veftry can and will keep a general Watch on 
all, in order to eafe their Rates by the Fines of 
Delinquents. 

Which allowing no private Reward to Inform- 
ers, no Scandal can be incurred by any Perfons 
moving in the Veftry to dete6t the Fraudulent ; 
whereas at prefent the Chara6ler of an Informer 
being odious, the Taxes grievous, the Concern 
not general, and Informations requiring Attend- 
ance and Trouble, there is the greateft Reiniff- 
neft poffible in bringing to light the Frauds in the 
Revenue, no Perfon of Credit either out of Buli* 
nefs, or of a different Bufin^efs, does now inform 
againft any Trader for defrauding the Guftoms or 
Excife ; People da not care to give themfelves the 
Trouble of meddling where they think they have 
no Concern. But by this Method of Taxing, 
the Trouble of attending the Veftry on Parifti Af- 
fdrs ferves for this, and every one is concerned 
in point of Intereft and Honour to deteft Frauds ; 
Intereft with regard to himfelf, and Honour with 
regard to his Neighbours, by taking care thaf the 
Innocentwdo not fufFer for the Guilty. 

Which direfts the Receiver-GeneraPs Accounts 
to be publifhed, whereby every Veftry will have a 
Check to examine its Rcgiiler by, and deteft 

Frauds ; 
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Frauds ; for if any Perfon does not pay at all to 
the Government, his Name wlJl be wanting both 
in the- Raceivcr-GsneraPs Account and his PariCi- 
Regifler ; if he does not pay enough,, the Defici- 
ency will appear againft his Name in both ; if he 
pays to the Government but not to his Parifh, his 
Name will appear in the Receiver-General's Ac- 
eount^ but be wanting'in his Pariih-Regifter ; if 
a forged Licence is regiftered, the Perfon's Name 
will be wanting in the Receiver- General's Ac- 
count ; if the Receiver-General. conceals any of 
the Money, the Pariih-Regifter detedls it, and he 
incurring a Penalty to that Pariih, it will not fail 
to proceed againft. him. The.Receiver-GeneraPs 
Account checks the Regifter, and they him, both 
ia his Receipts and Payments. Perlbns of For- 
tune who w4ll pay the largeft Sums by having 
Houfes of Refidence in ' more Parifhes than one, 
wall have an additional Check on them in each 
Parifh where their Licences mufl be regiftered, to 
make them pay fair. 

Which giving \ of the Fines of Delinquents to 
the Receiver-General, makes it become his Inter 
reft as well as Duty,, to make his Accounts as 
publick as poffible to dcteft Frauds. 

Which laying the Onus pr^hanii on the fufpefted 
Perfon, will make every one endeavour to appear 
fair, in order to avoid the Trouble and Expencc 
that Sufpicion will make him liable to. 

Which makes it not worth whiie for the lower 
Clafs of People to attempt. Fraud*? a ^st Pound 
Penalty and three times the Sums unpaid, are tpo 
great Rifks to avoid paying a Trifle, which like- 
wife fubjeft them to the Jealouly of their Com- 
rades, who will look out ftiarp to prevent others 
from ftiifting their Burdens to their Backs ; where 
Money is fcarce, the greater care is taken in 'pay.- " 
ing no more than is due : Beiides, thcfe People . 

being 
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being often quarrelling, will revenge thenjfelves by 
detefling each other's Frauds ; fo that a few being 
made Examples of at firft, will fhew the reft the 
Improbability of efcaping. 

I know of no Tax at prefent having fo many 
Checks nor fo many Perfons interefted to detet^ 
^Frauds as this, confcquently none fo capable of 
an exaft and equal Golle(!lion ; for if thofe who 
'^ pay fair won't deteft the Fraudulent, they muft 

pay the Deficiency themfelves, whereby they pu- 
nifh themfelves for their own Negl^dl : Deleft or 
pay is the Cafe. 

Remarks on the Benefits arifing by this Pro* 

pofal. 

Firjly The Government by this Method need 
never borrow any Money, nor have the ufual 
Glaufes of Credit every Year, whereby part of the 
Expenee of advanced Money will be faved, for it 
being the Intereft of all to pay as foon 3^ they 
can, the greateft Part would be raifed the firft four 
or jfive Months, and by thus giving Ipeedy Vigour 
add Weight to our Refolutions. 

^ Secondly, All Perfons tax themfelves voluntarily, 

than which nothing can be eafier or more equal, 
and an eafy equal Way of raifing. Taxes will al- 
ways produce the moft Money and the feweft 
Murmurs. 

Jhirdly., Thofe that would abate of their Taxes 
may abate of their Luxury, as thofe that won't 
pay for a Licence to keep a Coach and fix Horfes, 
may keep only four, or a pair, 'and pay for no 
more, or need not keep any, nor drink Wine, 
Tea, Brandy, ^c. in Houfe, Lodgmg, or Ser- 
vice, neither wear on their Garments Gold or Sil- 
ver, nor wear Jewels, nor ufe Plate, and fo not 

'^ pay any thing, confcquently no Individual can be 
opprefied, an Advantage that no People in Europe 
have at prefent. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, When it is propofed to oblige all Per- 
fons to take out a Licence to drink Wine, Tea, 
Brandy, t^c. in Services, as well as Houfcs and 
' Lodgings, it is done to mend our Servants Man*- 
ners, by curmg their l^uxuxy, or making them 
pay for it. 

Fiftbfyy Few that ^an affonl to live high will re- 
trench, thofe that cannot afipord it ihould be ob« 
liged to it, this will be a Sumptuary-Law to keep 
all People in their proper Stations, and prevent, 
the Ruin of feveral ; it will reform^ as \y«ll as 
raife Money 'fiifficient. 

Sixthly, When it is propofed that all Bachelors 
of Twenty-one Years of Age ihould be double 
taxed, it is done as well to proportion all Pay* 
ments as equally as poffible to Peoples Situation 
1^ Life or Gircumftances, as alfo to encourage 
Marriages ; for though Bachelors are double tax- 
ed, yet they will then not pay equal to the Marr 
ried-men, who pay their Wives Taxes as well as 
their own, and may-be fomc Ghildrens, confe^ 
quently compared with Bachelors, are at leaft dou- 
ble taxed ; for thefe laft may, if they pleafe, al- 
ways live equjil to a Married-man with half tlie 
Expcnce, and have not that anxious neccITary 
Care of faving, to provide for the prefent as well 
as future well-being of their Families; add to 
.which this political Truth, that Inhabitants being 
the Riches of a Countrj', and Marriage a Preven- 
tion of i)ebauchery, all wife States have made it 
their Care to difcourage Celibacy : In particular 
the Swlizers will not fufFer a Bachelor to enjoy 
any Balliage, and the fuperior Rank there being 
almoft all Married, make the Inferior be fo too ^ 
fo great is the force of Example, and accounts 
for their Country, though fmall, being fo very 
populous. W^hereas, one of the Reafons why 
England IS not fo, \y the abandoned loofc Lives 

our 
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our fingle People lead, whereby they get a difrc- 
Ufh to the Married'ftate, and are enervated by 
Debauchery, which unlefs remedied muft render 
us a- poor defpicab^c depopulated Nation, it is 
therefore the higheft Policy to make Marriage 
faihionable by the Example of the Rich, (ince it 
tends fo much to the PubUck Good, and the 
Grandeur of our Country, 

Seventhly^ But the greateft Benefit of all is, that 
this Propofal hath not thofe extending, pernicious, 
Trade-deftroying Confequences of our prefent 
Taxes ; for it will not raife the Value of any one 
Commodity, but rather by checking Luxury, the 
Bane of Virtue and Induftry, we ihall become a 
rich ^d flourifhing People. In vain would the 
luxurious Tradefman lay the Expences of his 
Coach, his Wine, his Plate, or his Laces, oia 
the Prices of his Goods ; his frugal Nei^bour, 
who indulged not bimfelf in thofe Vanities,, would 
fo much undericU him, that he could have no 
Trade ; and while the former declined, the latter 
would be raifing an Eftate able to ajfFord him all 
the Gaieties of Life independent of his Bufinefs ; 
and Tradefmen ihould wait for Vanities until they 
have raifed Eftates to fiipport them. 

Elghthfyy The firft Year or two, perhaps, will 
not demonffa-ate the exaft Produce this Tax may 
give, on account of the Receivers not being fuf- 
ficiently verfed in their Bufinefs ; the Evafions 
that wicked People may make to defraud, which 
feldom can be intirely guarded againft until they 
appear ; or ihe Confideration that the firft Yearns , 
Tax being the only one that will be felt, will be 
the (hondi ; for one Subfidy being laid on the 
firft Year, nothing can be taken off until that Pro- 
duce appears, which will not be until the fecond 
Year ; but then 6 d. in the Pound may be taken 
off Land, aiid as many of the other Taxes on 

Com- 
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Commodities as that Subfidy hath provided for ; 
fo that until all our other Taxes are fupplied by 
this, in every Year following the People will have 
remitted to them in the Taxes on Land arid Nc- 
ceiFaries, with their Confcquences, more than an 
Equivalent for what they paid the foregoing Ye^r, 
whereby they will be enabled yearly to pay mors 
to this Tax j fo that every Yearns Subfidy muft in- 
creafe, and the Government have always in Ad- 
vance one Subfidy ; the firft whereof, though it 
will be the ftiorteft, yet^ confidering the Luxury 
of the Age, upon a modesate Computation may 
produce about a Million to carry on the prefent 
War, and thereby prevent increafing the National 
Debts, or r^aifing- additional Taxes on Commodi* 
ties, to drive away that little Trade wc have left. 

Whatever appears moft burdenibme fliould be 
die firft taken off, fiich as the Duties on Sope^ 
Candles, Salt, Coals,.orfbreign.Matcrials of Ma- 
nufafture. 

Ninthly y This Propofcl being different from the 
Method of raiila^ Taxes nov/ ufcd, and dcCi^vLcd 
IP ta]<:e off our prefent Oppreilions, every body 
will be Gainers, the poor Maijufafturer will not 
pay any thing, . nor (hould he : but here then will 
appear a fort of Paradox, the Rich proportionably 
are to.pay all the Taxes, yet each of them to have 
befidcs a particular Gain by it : To folve this, we 
may fairly divide the Rich into three Glafles, viz*. 
Landholders, Traders,, and Stockholders. 

Tenthly^ To begin with Landholders : Suppofe 
a Gentleman to have an Eftate of i oao /. per Ann.. 
that this War-time the Land-Tax is 41. in the 
Pound, but he being in an eaiy- ratted County pays 
but tu in the Pound, which amounts to 100 A. 
in liott of which Land-tax, Excifes, Cuftonxs, ^r.. 
arc allowed for this fame Time of War eight Sub- 

fidies> 
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fidies^ prcfuming they would raife a Sum equal to 
the Amount of our prefent Duties c 

Suppofc then this Gentleman to pay by this 
Propoikl, 

For himfelf, 8 Subfidies for 

the Article 4J^ is - ^ 50 00 oa 
For his Wife the ^ of what 

he pays - - 12 10 00 
For four Children | each of 

what he pays - 25 ro 00 

■ 87 10 CO 

He remain.s a clear Gainer j^ 1 2 1 00 

By this it appears^ that where dije Land-tax in 
War-time is out half paid, fucb a Landhpldisr 
hereby faves 1 2 /. 10 s. 

. But thofe Gentlemen who haye borne the une- 
qual Burden of the Land-tax for many Years, 
paying from 2 s. even up to 4 s, in the. Pound, 
will be hereby greatly relieved, enabled' to live 
better, and fo add to die Amount of this Propo- 
fal. 

The following great Advantages arife likcwife 
to tlie Land-helders. 

The Difference in the Price of NecefTaries * 
when the Taxes on them are taken off, muft b^ 
much fuperior to the above SubCdles ; for th^ 
prefent Taxes, and their Confequences, afFefl th^ 
Landholders above 13/. in the Pound, vide p. ^1^'' 

The Poor^s Rates, fo heavy a Burden on the 
Land at prefent, will be hereby reduced to a 
mere Trifle- 

The Rents of Landis will be better paid when 
the Farmers are eafed of their hcjiy Taxes. 

The Farmers will be likewife more able to Im- 
prove the Lands they rent. 

Eafy equal Ta\es incrcafe Trade, and Trade, 
increafes Rents. 

Well- 
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Well-paid increafed Rents will augilierit the 
Capitals of thofe that have Occafion to fell their 
Lands. 

Land untaxed muft yield a confiderablc bettei^ 
Price than when heavily taxed, as at prefent. 

All which duty confidered it may be alTerted, 
That upon this Propofal's being paflTed into a Law^ 
every Landholder will aftually find the Value of 
his Eilate at leaft doubled. 

Ekvitabfy^ With refpeft to the Trader. 

The Difference in the Price of ,Neeeflaries,. 
when the Taxes on them are taken off, muft be 
much (iipertor to the Subfidies he /hould pay for 
Luxuries ; I fay fhould^ for he need pay no more 
than he pleafes, or can afford, as appears by the 
fourth Remark ; fo he cannot be oppreffed. 

This puts hun in a better Situation than any of 
our Riyals in Conmierce, who all pay Taxes on 
Neceilaries, always attended with fome Oppref- 
fions. 

When- thofe Taxes that are Burdens upon, our 
Trade are removed, then may we fend our Manu- 
faftures to Foreign Markets as cheap or cheaper 
than our Neighbours, whereby loft Markets may 
be recovered, and new ones found out. 

The Demand for our Goods muft hereby ih* 
creafe at thofe Markets where at prefent tliey have 
fome Vent. 

An increafing Demand makes profitable Sales 
and quick Returns.. 

Quick Returns are the Soul of Commerce, and 
enable the Merchant to givcconftant Employment 
to all our working Hands. 

Commiffionsfor Buying will be always fent by ^ 
Foreigners to. the cheapeft Markets, and the 
chealper they are the more Commifiions they may 
expefl, 

A 
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A flouriihing Commerce will enable the Trader 
to live more comfortably for the prefent, and at 
the fame time lay up a future Provifion for him- 
felf and Faniily. 

Our rival^ Neighbours, fome of whom are our 
natural Enemies, and the beft but felf-interefted 
Friends, will find the Scene fhifted upon them 
from their riflng and our ilnking, I mean in Trade, 
the greateft Bleffing that can happen to a People 5 
for, as a late Patriot obferved, it brings Food and 
Nourijhment to a Nation, prefirves and irureajis its 
Stock, and di/iributes a convenient Portion oj Mainte^ 
nance to every Part o/it. 

Twelfth^. LaWy, in regard to the Stock- 
fcolder. 

His Gain will appear by confidering that th|^ 
Fropo^l being calculated toraife as large or larger 
Fund, In a more eafy and equal manner dian aU 
our other Taxes. . 

He will be more certain than he is now, in thi$ 
or any time of War, of his Intereft being duly 
paid. 

He \vill be better fecurcd in the Value orRcim- 
burfeitient of his Capital. 

He will reft afliired that the Government-will 
never be driven to lay a Tax on the Funds, which 
would not only leilen his Income, but confiderably 
diminiih the Price of his Capital ; and if even the 
prefent moft juft and necelTary War (hould conti* 
nue, with the Taxes in the prefent deftruftive 
Shape, what elle can be left to tax ? Surely our 
declining Trade can bear no more, nor Land a-> 
bove 4 /• 

\ By this Propofal he will gain Security j no finaH 
Confideration* 

Even the Difference inthePriceof Neceflaries, 
when the Taxes on them are taken ofi^ muft be 

mofQ 
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more Advantage than any mere Stockholder will 
or need pay for Luxuries. 

Ihirteenihlyy As by this Propofal the Rich will 
pay all with Advantage even to themfelves, fo the 
Poor will receive great Benefit. 

They will be able to work as cheap as Foreign* 
crs atleaft, and cotffequently monopolize the ma- 
nufafturing their own Wool, 

They will have lefTer Wages, but of more Va- 
lue, 4 d. per Day untaxed being more th^n 6 d. 
charged with 3 d. for Taxes. 

They will have more conftant Employment by 
working cheaper, confequently a better Mainte- 
nance. / 

They wiU have Foreigners fettling here conti- 
nually to teach them new Branches of Trade. 

They will not be drove by Neceffity to fly their 
Coxmtiy, to ftarve, beg, or fteal. 

TKey will find be^:ter Support in their Misfor- 
tunes, when their Superiors are in a more flou- 
rifhing way. 

They wiU have more Opportunities of rifing to 
be Mafters, or feeing their Children become fuch.. 

Fourteenthfy, If it fliould be afkcd, How, by this 
Propofal, a larger Fund than our prefent Taxes 
can be more eafily railed ? 

The Anfwers are, That no Ibctenfion of Subfi- 
dies for any Sum of Money equal to what the Go- 
vernment now annually raifes, can be fo grievous 
to the Subjefts as the confequential extending 
Burden of our prefent Taxes on Commodities on- 
ly, excluflve of the Land-tax. 

Therefore, if the Subjefts can fave by raifing 
larger Sums for the Service of the Governmenty 
there can be no doubt of their doing it.' 

It is remarked, with great Humour, as Well as 

Truth, that a Prince whn draws his Revenues from 

^ the Vunities of bis Suhje^s, will k richer than another 

who 
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^0 hath Mines of Gold, hecaufe Vanity is an in^x^ 
ImuftihU Mine ; to which I beg Leave to add, that 
it is worked much the eaficft, and is exaftly the 
Affair now offered to the Gonfideration of the 
Publick. 

Though all feci, yet as thofe who are opprcffed 
more immediately by ourprefent Taxes., viz. our 
People in Trade, will be hereby revived ; an in- 
creaiing Trade will bring in fuch a Flow of 
Wealth, as will make our Lands flill more valu» 
able, and our People richj Riches will make 
them gay, and Gaiety will make them jpay larger, 
if equal eafy Taxes ; therefore this Propofal mufl: 
prove a growing Fund, and produce every Yeai' 
more and more to fupport the King and Nation in 
fo great a Figure, and raiie us to luch a formida- 
ble fieight of Power that we may be the Envy or 
Dread of all x)ur Rivals^ and an Overmatch for 
any one Nation in Europe^ 

Befides, this Tax will lefTcn the Expences of 
the Government by untaxing Commodities, which 
of courfe makes them cheap, therefore every 
thing will be to be purchafed with lefs Money^ all 
Proviflons, Ammunition, Naval Stores, &fr. come 
che^er to the Government ; Sailors, Soldiers, 
Placemen, and Penfioners, be enabled.to live up-! 
on lefs Wages as well as they now do .; fo tliat 
this Method making the Money raifed go the fur- 
ther, the fewer Subfidies will fufEce, two or three 
Millions may do as much as four or five Millions 
now ; therefore the Government can never be 
ftraimed,nor the People oppre/fed. 

Laflly, This Tax will increafe the Civil Lift ; 
for as Goods grow cheap. Money goes the fur- 
ther ; therefore the prefent Civil Lift of 800,000/. 
per Annum y may go as far, and be as valuable as 
one of 1,200,00a/. or more. And the Value of 
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the Pay of Officers and of the Salaries of Places 
increafe in the fame Proportion. 

Ftfteenth]^^ Of the Benefits arifing by a !Free- 
port-trade. 

By which I mean^ that all forts .of Merchandize 
be imported and exported at all times without 
paying any Guftoms or Fees* 

I . It will increafe Trade. 

By increafing the Number of Merchants ; for 
- finaU Stocks fervc where there are no Cuftoms to 
pay, and there are ten J^eoplc of fmall Fortunes 
in Trade to one of a jgreat one ; the more there 
are, the lefs liable are they to combine together to 
impofe on the People extravagant Prices for theic 
Goods, to fupport themfelves in Luxuries. 

By increafing the Capitals of our Merchants ; 
for if they pay 7 or ^ of their Capitals for Cuftoms^ 
Aey can trade but for die 4 or I left ; but when 
they have no Cyftoms to pay, they can carry on a 
greater Trade .with the fame Stock, fell their Im* 

1>orts cheaper, have more Money to buy up the 
uperfluous Produce of our Lands, and give better 
Encouragement to our ManufaAurers. 

By making our Country aft Univcrfal Storehoufe 5 
for when our Merchants have no Cufloms to ad- 
vance, they will be importing continually upon 
Speci:Jation for better Markets all forts of Goods 
that were to be fold cheap in all Parts of the 
World, whereby fuch fortible Cargoes as were 
vendible to Advantage, being always ready to 
feize the favourable Opportunity, 'would be as 
continuaUy exporting, giving Employment to a 
vafl number of Watermen, Carmen, Porters^ 
Coopers,. Packers, lie. befides fupplying hereby 
our own Manufafturers with all foreign NecefTaries 
and Materials in the cheapeft manner. To which 
may be added, that where the beft Mbrtments of 
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Goods are to be had, there will be the greateft 
Trade, one .Sort helping off another,' confequent- 
Jjr vaft Quantities bf our own Commodities will be 
required to affort our Imports of Foreign Goods, 
and be exported with them. A Free Port caufes 
the beft Aflbitttients of Goods, confequently a 
.Free Port caufes a great Exportation of Home- 
Gonimoditiesf. 

By mcreafiigmir Navigation ; this is a Gonfc- 
qucncc of the laft Obfervatipn ; for by the vaft 
(Quantities of Gobds continually going out and * 
coming in, we muft have an immenfe Number of 
Ships conftantly ^nployed, and feldom fend them 
but in Ballaft ; and whenever our Sdlors are eafed 
of their Taxes, they will be able to navigate as 
cheap, or cheaper than ahy 5 and being indilputa- 
biy the moft able and expert in Europe^ muft have 
n great Share in Hie Greeniand and Herring Fifti- 
ing-Trades, and in the Navigation of the Baltickp 
with odier Nations whole Navigations are vaftly 
increafed by thofe Trades ; all which, joined to 
our Mediterranean Trade, would make us the chief 
Carriers of Europe. 

By increafihg the Vent of our Goods abroad ; 
for all foreign Neceflaries and Materials coming a 
great deal cheapen to our People, who havirig nd 
Taxes they need pay at Home (if our Monopolies 
were but once abolifiied] our Labour would be fo 
cheap, that we could fend all our Goods to fo* 
reign Markets cheaper than any People, by rea« 
fon of our fuperior natural Advantages ; and our 
Woollen Manufa6tures in particular could be fold 
for half the Price they can be afforded now, a» 
will be prdved hereafter. It is a juft Obfervation 
of Sir William Temple^ in his Account of Holland^ 
^here, is no Sort of Goods but what will find a Market 
at one Price or another ^ and they will be MaHers of it 
that can afford it cheapejl^ It fliould therefore be 
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our chief Study to make all our Goods bear only 
V their natural Value, which nothing . contributed 
more to than a Free-port- Trade; Add to which, 
that our Merchants being enabled to barter away 
our Goods for whatever Commodities they could 
find in any Country where Money was fcarce 
jnuft increafe their Sale prpjdigiouily. 

By putting all Traders on the f^me.fair Foot* 
ing ; for where no Cuftoms ^c to be paid, Situig- 
gling muft ceafe- ; . 

By preventing the Smuggling of our Wool^ 
without Regiftries, Dragoons, or Cruizers ; for 
our Labour being rendered cheap by the Redufti- 
on of Taxes, and Freedom of Trade, we could 
manufafture our own Wool to greater Advantage 
than the Dutch and French ; for where Labour is 
upon a Par, thofe People who are forced to give 
10 or 15 per Centi advance on the Price of our 
Wool, xannot trade at all; befides the vaft Vent 
a Free-port-trade would enable our Merchants to 
give our Woollens, by their low Price and good 
Quality, muft fccure us that Manufa^re, raifc ^ 
the Price of our Wool, and keep it at Home. . ^ \ 

By gaining us the Herring -Fifhcry ; for the 
Dutch having Liberty to fell their Fifli on the Goafts | 

of England would fnap at fych a Market, and fome 
of them fettle with us of neceffity, by trading on ' 

the beft Footing ; for thofe who would not fettle,- I 

muft make two expenfive hazardous Voyaged, one ^ 

back to Holland to Cure and Pack the Fifti, and ' j 

the other from thence to the Coafts of Britain^ — ■ ^ 
to fell them, efpecially the Weft- Coafts, which ^• 

thofe fettled here, would be free from^ and the 
Dutchy by living among our People muil inftrudl 
them in the Trade. 

By fecuring to us all Growths, Fifheries, and 
•Manufa6hires the Nation is capable of; for what 
French or Dutch Growers, Fiihers, or Manufaftu- 

rers 
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rers could pay Taxes at Home ? the Charges of 
Package, putting on Board, Freight, Inlurance,-^ 
Poftage of Letters, relanding, houfing, Ware- 
houfe rent, and Commiffion on their Goods t6 - 
fell to our People, being Growers, Fiihers, dr 
Manufafturcrs themfelves, untaxed, free from the 
^bove Charges, and blefted with fiiperior naturjfl 

1 Advantages, it is ridiculous to fiippofe it ; unlefs 
that in the beginning of a Free -port- trade, the 
Demand for our Goods fliould be fo great, that 
•we fhould fell whatftiould be our own Supply, and 
content ourfelves with inferior Sorts of Goocfs 
from abroad, as the Dutch do. 

The farther Benefit that Trade receives by'^i 
,Free-port, the Reader will find in the Anlwers to 
the Objeftions raifed by feme Authors againft it, 
which will be confidered hereafter. 
2. It will employ our Poor. 
This is a Confequence of the laft Remark ; for 
^Neceffaries and Materials being by a Free-port- 
trade, and the Reduftion of Taxes, rendered 

^ cheap. Labour muft be fo too ; and fe^ the famie 
Gaufes the Vent of our Goods be enlarged, the 
Poor find tonftaht Eanployment ofi the Wool we 
fhall keep at Home, on the Hemp and Flax we 
fhall raife, in all Manufa6hires we are capable of^ 
in the Herring and Greenland Fiiheries, and in the 
Increafe of our Navigation by the great Demand 
for Sailors, fo that none can want Empiloyment 
-that will not be idle. Holland is an Example of 
this, whofe Cuftoms are fo low that their Trade 
is almoft free, and there is no Country in the 
World where the Poor are fo well employed, or ih 
Sicknefs better provided for. 

^ It" is a juft Remark,* that one flourifliing Manu- 

'faftory promotes all others ; for the better Em- - 
^ 4)loyment the People have, the better they live, 
and the more they ipcnd for a comfortable Subfift- 
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cncc : A Manufafturer who earns by his Indulhy 
enough to purchafe. warm. Clothing and hearty 
Food> is a greater Encourager of the Induftry 6£ 
others, than si Beggar covered :with Rags and ftaiv 
ving with Hungcsr \ therefore it need not Xcem ^ 
Wonder, tliat when our WooUen Trade ftourifh- 
*d, all othcra profpered, and the Poor^s Rates 
/were low ; and that the Reverfe now happens by 
the Dedioe of it, , If £ng^ Wool was entirely 
kept at Home, the manufaftiaingof it muft em- 
ploy at leaft one Million of People; .v?fao may be 
luppc^ed to xoaintain at leaft another JMillion of 
helplefs infants, Womca whofe Labour is in part 
diverted by the Car^ of their Families; lick and 
ag^d People ; and the fame in proportion for 
Si:otknd and IrelanJi , 

The Silk-M^ntofa^tere, at IczSk for our Con- 
fumption, muft, by taking off our Taxes and ma- 
]smg our. Trade 'quite Free, be entirely ieciited to 
us : And luppofiag . tbe Quantities of Imiia^ FrmcK^ 
and foreign wrought Silks, fimiggled in upon us 
by the Temptation gf fai^Duties, and comumed 
l^re, to amoiiot only, to the Value of 200,000/. 
ptr Annmriy the Labour "wfaereof to be | of the 
yaULe,.and thi^ Medium earned ^rHead to be 6/. 
the fupplying this Cpafiunption by our own Peo- 
ple, would employ about 25,000 of them, and 
they ma^itjun ai^ ec|iiaJl Number, as was obicrved 
of the Woollen Trade above. 

The Linen Manufafltare is of &ch vaft Gonfd- 
.^pience, that the Dublin Sodety, in the firft Vc^ 
lume of their ff^aj^y Obfervatiom^ No. 7, reckon 
ihe Cwfumftim of Linen in England, at the Iwotji 
Cmtputationy allowing, mfy 10 s. per jHead, to amount 
ts four Millions ^ the greaie/i Part jof which, they fay, 
is imported every Tear: But as they take no Notice 
of the v^ Quantities of Linens we import for 
.our Plantations, which may over4>alance what is 
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made in England, yet I ftiall Ofily c^ompute, that- 
•we pay Foreigners for this Article only thrcie Mii- 
iions> the Labour at | of the Value, and the Me* 
<fiumeamed^^rHead6/. which, by a Reduftion of 
Taxes, and a Free-Port Gaining^ will thereby- 
employ about 370,000 of bur People, and they 
maintain an equal Number^ as was obferved of the 
"Woollen Trade above. 

. It is impoffible to cftitnate the Number^ of 
People that a Frce-port-tradc would give additi*' 
qnal Einployment to, fiich as Watermen, Gar- 
men, Porters, Coopers, Packers, fffr. or tlie ad* 
dltional Numbers of Sailors employed ti> the Gar-^ 
rying^ttade^ the Amount of all which muft be 
proi%ioti8. 

Sir Walter Raleigh, In his Ohfervationi ofi Trade,, 
fays,, that thirty feveral Trades arc fet on work by 
the fifhing Ships j and as this Herring. Fiihery.Ti 
an oar owfr Coafts,. we can carry on this Trade 
tbat promotes thirty others, cheaper than the 
Dutdj, said of courfe beat them out of it ; they 
muft make long Voyages out and home for rfie 
Filhery, and receive their Supplies in the famc^ 
dangerous aad expenfive Manner y whereas we are 
at home, and can land our Fiftx and receive Sup- 
plies witiotit almoft any Ghargc : We can yiftual 
in Ireland, and fome Parts of Britain, at half the; 
Change they can do in Holland r In blowing "Wea- 
ther the Dutch mtift lie ftill, they cannot take In 
their C^fks and Stores in a rolling Sea ;. whereas 
we cah run into Port, and the unloading, repack- 
ing, ^nd diCpatching our Fiih go on in ' all Wea- 
thers. All FiQilng-VciTels puih to get firft to 
Market j f<> our People, from fome Parts of our 
Donunions, can be at the Markets of Spain, Par^ 
tugal, or Ftaly^ almoft as fooix as the Dutch can 
arrive in Holland, whereby we may always fore- 
fial them-^ The Dutch have heavy Taxes* on Ne- 
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celTaries, we need not have any. AH which rfuir 
confidcrcd, cannot fail fecuring us this Trade 
with the Navigation belonging to it. The Scotch 
Iflandcrs^ are expert FiQiermen, Neceffity forces 
them to it for their own Supply ; but their Pover- 
ty prevents their giving the Trade that Extent 
abroad it is capable of, and theprefent Clogs up- 
on our Trade cut off the People of England ixoxot 
any confiderable Correlpoadeocc with them, fo 
that they are in a manner loft to each other : 
whereas was our Trade free, the Dutch by fettUnff 
with us and trading backwards and- forwards, 
vould create an Intercourfe between the Englijh- 
and the IJianders, whereby the Stocks of the for- 
mer would aid the Induftry of the latter, make 
thtm outdo all Foreigners:, and befides expert 
yifhermen render them good Sailors, andraifethe 
grcateft Nurfery for Seamen in the World. ' 

The Importance of this FlOiery will appear from 
the following Authors. In the Memoirs ofDe Wit^ 
p. 24, there is a Quotation from Emanuel de Me- 
Ureriy who fays, < That in the Year i6io there 

* failed from Holland v\ three Days time 900 Ships 

* and 1500 Buffes for the Herring Fifhery/ And 
he (juotes Gerard Malitus and Sir Walter Raleigh^ 
who agree, ' that the Dutch fell yearly 300,000 

* Tons of Herrings and lilted Fifh, and that there 
*. went out yearly above 1 2,000 Men fortheNorth 
' and Whale Fi/heries : ' And De Wk^ in p. 25^ 
fays, * that Trade and Navigation being increafed 

* above \ fince that time, it is eafy to conceive 

* that the Sea produces yearly above 300,000 
' Tons of falted FiOi to the Dutch.' And the. 
Author of the Britannia Languensy p. 31, informs 
us, * that according to modern Calculations the 
' mere Fifhing-trade for Herring and God^, on the 

* Goafts of England and Scotland, employs, above - 
' 8000 Dutch Ships or Veffels/ Befides, this 

Fiihery 
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Fifhery wilt fupport our Manufactures, as appears 
from De Wit^ in p. 29, his Words are, ^ though 
^ it appears ftom Hiftory that many Manufadures 

* were made in the Towns of Holland^ at the time 
t that the Trade and Navigation of Europe were 

* carried oh by the Hanfe-towms and the Eaft- 

* country. People, and before the Fidiing and 

* Carrying-trades were eftabliihed in the Country ; 
' fo that it might be faid, that the Navigation has 
^ been produced by the Manufaftories ; it is ne- 
*, verthekfs very certain, that the Fifliery aid 

* Navigation give all the Motion to Manufactures, 
' for it is what brings in all raw Materials to be 
f, worked up in the Country, and to fell afterr 
^ wards the Stuffs When they are made, by the 
f Seas and Rivers in all foreign Countries/ 

r We fee then by thefe Realons that the Dutch 
can make, with the greateft Advantage to them- 
felves, Sea-Salt, Manufactures of Silk, Linen, 
Wool, Hemp for Cordage, Cables and Nets ; 
befides the Shipbuilding- trade. 

The Reafbns whereof are plain : 

Firft^ A Fifliery furnifties a Cargo to purchafe 
raw Materials with inftead of Money, and pre- 
vents a Nation's being impoverilhed, and its Manu- 
faftories languiftiing through a Scarcity of Money. 

Secondly^ Thefe raw Materials are thereby ren- 
dered cheaper ; for the better Profit the Filh give, 
the cheaper, the Returns can and will be afforded, 
the general Profit of the Voyage being computed 
on the firft Dift>urfe and incidental Charges ► 

Thirdly^ It affords a cheap Suflenance to the 
Poor, whereby Wages and Labour are kept low, 
to the Encouragement of all Trade, 

Fourthly^ It creates a Multitude of Seamen, 
whereby their Wages are kept low, and^courfe 
Freights, confequently a great Navigation is main- 
tained, which brings in. raw Materials cheap, and 
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carries out our Manufaftures the fame, by which 
Means only, their Vent: can be extended abroad ; 
therefore the Fifhcry and the Navigation are the 
Caufes of Manufadbires. 

Fifthly^ It is the Sailbr who is the life of Trade 1 
>vithout him the Skill of the Merchant, the B^^- 
ty and Cheapnefs of the Manufaftute, a^d die 
Quantity of Shipping are ufelefs and yain. Clffoer*^ 
Speech^ Page 28. 

It has been already proved that we caA ou^o 
the Dutch in the Herripg Fifliery, confequently 
we can employ th^ein more of our Poqr than 
they ; let us fee how many People the Fiftery em^ 
ploys in Holland, De Wit^ in iXs Mefn9irs% p* 34} 
computes the Fifliing-trade to give Employment 
to 450,000 People in the. Provmce of Holland 
only. The Author of the Britgnnm LfiHg»/ns^ 
p» 31, divides the Employment of the a]>Qve Peo- 
ple thus : 2go,ooQ Seamen and Fi/h^rs^and.^^OfPOO 
^eopk Ttwre employed at home about this fartkukr ^ar 
vigat'ton^ making of Fifitng-Nets^ and the atiringy or^ 
dcring^ and preparing oj the Fijh, Zealand i& not 
included in this Accoujit^ though it be a gteat 
Province for Fiihers ; nor the Hamburghers^ Lu* 
heckers^ and Bremen j nor the French Fifbing Vef- 
fels that nov; fwarm round our Coaft$ ; So that 
iipon the Whole, it may be fuppofed tb^t -double 
the above Number of People^ are epiployed in this 
Trade by thofe ftveral J^Tations .that fift* upoo ®ur 
Coafts, befides the Greenland Fifticcyv. So that 
was our Trade eafed according to thefe Propofala, 
this Branch only would maiiuain moft oJPjour pre- 
' fent Poor, and one Trade belonging to the Fifh- 
ery is fo eafy, vi%. the making Nets, diat the maft 
helplefs of our People.. may work. at it, fuch as 
"Womoq, Children, Cripples, and aged People; 
aod^ the Employment is Jfo^ great, that ^r JValteY 
Raleigh f in hi&.Obfirvatiffm in Trade ^' aflirai3^iZwif 
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300 Perfins are not able to make one Fleet of Nets ik 
four Months time for one Bufs. 

By what has been Ciid it will appear,, that 1 
Free -port- trade will give Employment t9 all our 
ihduftrious Poor ; therefore the Poor's Rates, fii 
great a Burden at prefent, may be quite takeri 
iway. The few unfortunate Induflrious will find 
feafily Friends to make their Cafes known to the 
charitable Rich, whofc Bounty will be a ftifficlent: 
Support when the Obje6ls are few and juft'; thttt 
is more want of a proper Application than of Cha- 
rity irielf at prefent. But all idlid Vagrants \ifrhb 
will not work at home,, fhould be tranfportdd td 
work abroad. 

Thlrdty^ It will increafe the Stt)dc of People; 

By Inviting Merchants 't6 fettle \Vh ere BlifiheiS 
can be tranfa6tcd with fo little Trouble, - 

By furtriihing Employment to our O'^n Pbot: 
they will be kept from deferring their Country, 
preferved from Want and Difeafe^, donfecjuently 
from Death ; by their Induftry they M^ill prociire 
themfelves a comfortable Maintenance, and there*- 
by be enabled to marry ahd raiffe Families*. 

By fecorlrig the Manufafture of H^Ur own Wool" 
w^e ftiall rieducti the Woollen Trade of our Neigh- 
bours, which joined to the extenfive Vent out 
natural Advantages eniable us to give this Matiii-- 
fafture, w.ill oblige us cither to CHlaVge our Growth 
of Wool, or import Foreign,* whereby w6 ihouidl 
have Occafion for more Hands than we ever yet 
employed, cDnfcqiiently gain them ; . fo? it' is .a< 
Maxim in Trade, That fuch as your Emptoyment i^ 
for People^ fi many toillyour People he. 

By gaining the Siljc, Linen, and other Wanii- 
faftures, we muft gain fome of the Manufaftiirers ';: 
for what Dutchman 6r Frenchman would pay Taxes 
at home, and the heavy Charges mentioned iw 
Page 99, oh the Goods ht:^ feni to Brhain^ when- 
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he could remove thither, live untaxed in that 
plentiful Country under an eafy Government, and 
add all thefe Savings to his Profits ? It would not 
be in the Power of any Laws to keep him at home, 
he would remove, nay fome muft, for as our Ma- 
nufaftures incrcafc the Foreign will of courfe de- 
creafe, the Poor want work, and they muft either 
ftai-ve or fly, and where would the Fugitives find 
an Afylum fo inviting as tiiat of Britain : Befides, 
when we became thoroughly vcrfed in the Linen 
and Silk-trades, our own Supply would not con- 
fine us, but we jfhould rival other Nations at fo- 
reign Markets. 

By gaining the Herring Fifliery we ihall gain 
fome of the Dutcft Fifliers, who will find it more 
convenient and cheap to remain here than to go 
home ; add to which what was ohferved in p. 50, 
that -our own Country being better than Holland, 
nothing but our cramping of Trade could keep 
Multitudes of its People from us, for who would 
pay heavy Taxes to live in a bad Country, when 
he could live untaxed in a good one ? 

By drawing in foreign Sailors, which is a Con* 
fequence of the Increafe of Trade and Navigation, 
for our Number of Sailors is even now too fcanty 
for our confined Trade, as appears by the Diffi- 
culty of Manning our Ships of War, and the high 
Wages our Merchants give, which latter Tempta.- 
tion is defeated by the high Price of all Necefla- 
ries ; but were thefe to bear only their natural 
Price, our Pay in our Ships of War would be of 
To great Value that we fhould have the picking of 
all Europe, have no need of that arbitrary Expedi- 
ent of PrcfEng, for a Free Port fumifhing Em* 
ployment for more Sailors than we now have, vaft 
Numbers would flock here to enjoy our Plenty, 
Riches, and eafy Government. 

Fmrthfy^ It will increafe our Riches, 

By 



Decline of the For e ion Tr ad e . loy 

By giving a greater Vent to our Manufaftures 
by their Gheapnefs, Fojcignets will be the more 
.indebted to us> which muft be paid in Money or 
in Goods .; if in the latter j and they are, laid by 
for better Markets, muft refolve at laft into more 
Money, by gaining Manufa^rers from abroad 
our Wants will grow lefs, confequently lefs Mo- 
ney need go out to fupply them : and it is a fa- 
vourite Mi^xim in Triade, That a Penny faved is fi 
much won. Gee,^ in hi$, Difcourfe en Trade^ Page 
J 86, computes. That we have one Million of People 
/uppojed to be out of work: I have already proved 
that a Free-port with a Reduftion of Taxes caa 
give Employment to all our Pqor, and' the La- 
bour of Individuals makes the Riches of th^ 
whole, therefore fuppoilng thefe People to earn 
at a Medium fix Pounds per Annum each, it makes 
fix Millions, as true as if dug out of a Mine in 
our Country, nay better with regard to die Peo- 
ple's Healths. That this is not all Imagination 
will appear by viewing what. a Free Port is capa- 
ble of gaining us in four Branches only, viz. The 
Herring- Fiibcry, the WooUcn, Linen, and Silk 
^ Manufa(5lures. 

It is proved in Page lor, that we can outdo the 
Dutch in the Herring Fifhery, the Value whereof 
will appear from Mr. Smithy in his Book called 
JEngland^s Improvements revived ; who informs us in 
Pages 249 and 250, ^ That he was fent'in 1633 
,^ to Shetland y to difcovcr the. manner and way of 
f . Trading, (ffc. and the manner of the Hollanders 

* Fifliing with Bufles and other Veflels, for Ling 

* and God : And in Page 27b he fays. That du- 
' ring the War between Spain and Holland, the Fiflv- 
f ^ermen agreed among thcmfelves to pay a Dollar 
' on every Laft of Herrings, to maintain Ships of 
^ War to fecure the Fiftiing, that a Record was 

* kept, the Amount of which was 300^000 . Laft 
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^ of Herrings taken' in one hailf Year, which at a 

* Mledium of the ordinary Prites wai \vorth fivfe 

* Millions Sterling J whereuhto If weadd'th^God, 

* Ling, and Hake, and the Fiffi. taken by- the 
5 Hollanders and our Neighbours on our Coafis all 
' the Year long, the Total will evidenUy arife to 

* above ten MH^ions yearly.^ . - • 

Now though Wfc miy be proved ca- 
pable of gaining the Whole of this, I • 

fhall compute our Gain to be oAly of> 

the half, or £ 5,000,000 

If ioo,ood of thfe above MlUloh of 
unemployed 'Po<Jr are Woollen Manu- 
fe£hirers, (though I Imagine they ftiuft 
fee moch more Inthc {>refcnt><ieclibing * 
ClottdWoti of that Tft-ade) however, that 
Number ^aridrtg fii^ P6uad6 pet lUeiAy 
makes 6do,oo6A and the Value of the 
Matterial b^ing cOhiputed at 4- of that, 
br aod^coo/. make^ altog'eAer S6o,od)oA 
^vhidi a9« Free-Port will gain, we toay 
fet down af$ fe mttich additional I^ofit. 800,000 

The l^ioen MaiMifa£hir€ that wt ftall 
gain, and which we now buy of Fo* 
feigners, is prov^ ih Page tdi to a- 
mOiint to 34000,000 

The SUk is: camputied • ^ j2oo,ooO 

Tbtal Value of the fotw Bran<^s of— ^-^ 

Trade gained by i Frce-Polt ^ 9,000,000, 

If -I of this Sum is paid to the People's Labour; 
h make* cxaftly fix MilfioHs, oi^ the Employment 
of otae Miltioh of Peopli at fix Polinds per Head, 

As to the Value of tlie Materials, above which 
are included in thi Profit, I iliuft obierve that the 
Abatenrcm rasrde in \ht Value of the Herrlng- 
Fiihery doubly ovei^-bdajfices theh- Vahic. 

But it will be faid, that this proves only th^ 
Employm^ent of our ov^n People, but does not! 

prove . 



•prove that ^ we (hdldraw In Foreigners^ or if we 
doy that what Foreigners come' oy/er will (larve 
our. Poor, who will have but jufk Employmeiit to 
maintain them : To this I anfwer. That the Va- 
lue of the Herring-Fifticfy is computed only alt 
the. half J our Woollen Trade is coihputed only to 
recover what we have loft, our Linen and Silk 
d^ahttfadhiresr ans computed only for our own 
Confumption, but not for what we Aiall expoit 
when tne Manufactures are well eftabliihed ; 
tiberefore double ^e Ntimber computed to be em^ 
ployed in thefe ibverai Branches of Trac|<^ may 4n& 
drawn in, there is no Computation for the Im<- 
provement a Free-Port will givi oui* Navigation 
.^fid other Branbhcs of Trade, which will all wai^ 
Hands ; there is^ no Computation for the Improve- 
nient of Trade by the Confumption of the on^ 
Miiiioh of Wbi'king-pcbple gaining fi3t Pounds ^r 
Head> or fix MiJliohs ; which makes a wide dif- 
ference in the Dtmajid for NccefTaries, compare4 
'with the Confumption of one Million of ftarvinjg 
j^eg^fs : In fbort, there is no co'mpudng what 
Kumbjers a Free^Port can nl)aiiilatn' here, cOnfe- 
qucntly . no afceitaining the- extent of the kiches k 
will bring in, only this I mufttd^fetve, that Ttade 
maintains in Holland feven times moi% Peo^e tharii 
therLaad deprived of it eould fttbfift. 

Befides^ It is thb Nature of Free^Port Trades 
to be hoarding up In cheap times all Sorts of 
Goods, to fell again when th^ Markets a^e ad^ 
vanced, whereby they take Advilmt^e of tbe Ne^ 
cel&ties of all the WorM, and muft amafs im^^ 
meirfe over-balances bdkl^ fup^ying ihbir oWA 
Wahts;, and if th6 Goods are only for* foreign 
Accoabe^ wb;en one confiders what t vaft SUnl ^ 
the Fights, Boat-hife> Portertige, Cartage, 
W^]ittoi2e-reht, • Merchants Ctfltnmif&on, and 
ofteti^4U:l»ig6 aird Coop^^age. be^tm tbe Goocfe 

are 
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VLie Tent out again do amottnt to^ it muft be con- 
cluded , that the univerfal Storeboufe of a Free* 
port muft bring a vaft Profit to a Country. 

I do not pretend to fay what part of the above- 
.mentionednine Millions will remain here^ doubtlels 
a great part of it muft go away again to purchafe 
foreign Neceflaries, Materials of ManuFa^hire^ or 
iGoods to lay by. upon Speculation , for to think to 
ilrain all Europe of its Money, were an Abfiirdity ; 
foreigners cannot take more Goods of us than 
they x:an pay for with Money or Goods , either of 
^ich are folid Advantages ; but this I dare ven- 
ture to affirm. That by a Free-port Trade it is 
impoffible but that the general Balance muft be 
greatly in our Favour, and a great part of the Gold 
and Silver brought yearly to Europe^ fall to our 
Share. 
Fifthly y It will increafe the Value of our Lands* 
By increafing Trade, which carries off our Su* 
perfiuities, furnifties Employment, coniequenty 
a Livelihood for our Poor, and eafes the Land of 
the Burden of maintaining them ; increafes the 
jStock of People, which, of courfe increafes 4he 
JDemand for NeceXTaries and Materials of Manu- 
fa^faire, and the greater the Demand>. the greater 
Price will the Produce of Lands bear ; it is Peo- 
ple that trade and bring in Money, and the more 
People there are in the Nation to do it, the more 
Money will be brought in, and the more Money 
the People have, the better Price will the Produce 
of Landai. bear : In all Countries the natural Price 
of home Cqmmodities is according to their Plen* 
ty, and the Proportion of Money that Trade cir- 
culates, and the more of it is circulating, the bet*^ 
ter Rent can the Farmers afford to give for the 
X<ands ; add to which, that it is People wit6 
plenty of Money that improve Lands, and the 
more they ^e improved th; better Rents they 

bear 






t 

I 



f 

i 



Decline of the Fo R e ion Tr a de . 1 1 1 

bear, which in Purchafe increafes the Value of 
Lands. 

The Gradations from the Encouragement of 
Tradfe to the Benefit of Laods are folid and cer- 
tain, wz. Whatever caufes Trade employs the Poor, 
Employment increafes the Stock of People, the 
Incrcafe of employed People caufes an Increafe of 
Money, the Increafe of Money cauies the Value 
of Lands to rife* A Free-port is proved to be the 
Caufe of Trade, which is the Caufe of all the 
reft ; therefore a Free- Port is a great Increafer of 
the. Value of Lands. 

Obje^icns againft a Free -Port here having beca 
made by Jojhua Ceg, an Author of good Credit, 
for that reafon muft not be left unanfwered ; in 
his I'raSf on Trade y Page 165, he exprefles him* 
felf thus : 

. * But to think it would be an Advantage for a 
trading Nation to admit all manner of foreign 
Commodities to be imported free from all Du- 
ties, is an unaccountable Notion, and ftili lefs 
fuitable to the Circumdances of our IHand than 
to the Continent ; for we have no Inland Coun« 
tries beyond us (as they have) with whom we 
may carry on Trade by Land ; but what is of 
the u.tmcrfl Gonfequence to us, iw;, that by laying 
high Duties we are always able to check the Va-. 
nity of our People in their extreme Fondnefs of 
wearing cxotick Manufactures : For were it not 
for this Reftraint, as our Neighbours give much 
lefs Wages to their Workmen than we do, and 
confequcntly can fell cheaper, the Italians, the 
French, and the Dutch, would have continued to 
pour upon us their Silks, Paper, Hats, Druggets^ 
Stuffs, Ratteens, and even Spanljh Wool Cloths.' 
To this the following Remarks may ferve for 
Anfwer. 
Firji, « But to tliink it would be an Advantage for 

any 
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* any trading l^ation- to admit all manner off&- 

* reign Commodities to be imported free from alt 

* Duties^ is an> unaccountable Notion/ I fliall 
prove this Nbtioa to be highly beneficial even 
From this fame Author, who in Page 164, fays, 

* The Z)«frfr Duties are fiiiall, and the Nature of 

* their Trade abfolutely requires it.' /ff?^ again,. 

* They know vtry well, that if they fhould load. 

* their Imports ^Vith Dutiies, other tradirig Places^ 

* would underfel them and ruin their Traffick 
^ that Way.'' The Duties on the Imports in M/- 
lanii are a mere Trifle, the Nature of all Trade 
fcbfoliitely requires it, viz.- not to be underfold. 
The Dutch know it, and by praftifing what they^ 
know, prevent the Riiiti of their Trade ; if this is 
ah unaccountable Notion the Reader will judge. 
from this feme Author again, who, in Page 191/ 
fhews the Confequeiice of theie wife Maxims' in 
the fbllowihg Words. *■ As Halland is a Maga- 
' zine or Coile^ion of ail the Produfts and Manu-f 

* failures of the World, which they dilperfe all 
' over Europey the Merchants and Shopkeepers are 

* every whefc their Debtors, and Money is 
' brought them from dmoff all Gountries.* Gee 
here confefles diat by their upiverfal Storehoufe, 
the Dutth have every where a Balance in their Fa- 
vour ; and the Purport of his whole Book is to 
prove how greatly the Balance of Trade lies againft 
us : With what Gonfiftency then can he argue a- 
gainft our adopting fome of thpfe wile Methods 
the Dutch take to prociire themfelves fuch Advan^ 
tages ? • * 

Secondly, * And ftill lefs fuitable to the Circum- 

* ftances of our Ifland than to the Continent ; for 
' we have no inland Gountries beyond us (as they 

* have) with whom we may carry on Trade by 

* Land/ But we have in our three Kingdoms a 
large populous Inland Country of our own (which 

the 
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^e Dutch have not) 16 fupply with Neeeflaries and 
Materials in the cb^apeft nunner, or elfe we raife 
the Prices of our Manufa^hires to the Prejudice 
qF their Sale, belides the fupplying our vaft Pof* 
fef&ons in America. But xlo Inland Trade can bd 
compared to the Free-port Trade^ any^iore than 
an Inland Gouhtrv Town, can be to the Sea-Ports 
9f London and Amfterdamy or the- Navigation of 
the Bhim end Maes to that of the Bdltick or Midi*- 
terrcman \ for a Free Port^nuft have a Finger vk 
«U the Trade of the Worid^ ev^ in aQ thofe In^ 
^ land Continent .Trades that Cfi (b much prlTes^ 
viz,, by .tracfing to !and >fupplying the Sea-Port& 
that, arc . die. Lalefs diereof . in all Countries^ afid 
the cheaper we can come to Market^ and witE 
~ the beft . Aflbrtmcnts^ > irhich a Free-Port Tradtt 
cmly can ef{e61> the snore of liiat Iiifand-Conti^ 
nent Trade rauft we.hftvr, the more Vent for oillt 
ManufaQures, . and the ^teater Navigation . 
. Ubirdlyy ' But what fe of the' utthoft Gonfe- 

* qiidnce \o u&, is> That by laying high Duties^ 
^ we are always able to check the Vanity of out 

^^ ^ People in their extreme Fondnefs of \^earing 

* exotick Manufafturesi*— ^— *G/^ fojrs, If'e are ah 
wofs abUy iy high^Dtiiies, ta check the Vanity of our 
People^ &c. The great jD^ W'if, ,in his Memoirs y 
p. 170^ fays juft the Cicmtraiy> Fenr it is generally 

fiund, that thefe great and tao exceffioe Cttjloms fall of 
tber^i^tots^ - che Reafcn • whereof is obvious, the 
higher fhe Duties; the fiOOfC Profit by Smtigg^ing*. 
Extreme Foiidnefe checked^ natur^y breaks ou^ 
into Madnefs, which appears, at -Court every Galct 
Day in the Number of Fr^we* Broeades and Trim- 
SBJAgs then worn^ .wheii that Perfon is thought 
the faappieft who hath the moft and dieareft French 
Fopperies. But what will pdt this Affair quite out 
of queftion> will be the Confideration of the Ba* 
' lance of our Trade ViiXh^Franei^ (^hich ihall be 
'- . ^ hereafter 
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hereafter treated on ;) if it is more in our favour 
than formerly, then Gee^s Opinion will triumph, 
^nd the > Efficacy of Reflraints and high Guftonis' 
appear ; but if the Revcrfe appears, wfc mayifefely 
conclude they have none. 

Fourthly^ For. were it not for this ReftratHL-^^ 
Inthe Memoirs of De Wit J p. 34, it iy faid, that 
Rejiraint is always hurtful to Trade ; the Reafon 
whereof is plain, for Nature has given various 
Products to various Gauntries, and thereby knit 
Mankind in an Intercourfe to fupply each other's 
^ants : To attempt to fell our Produ^ls, but to 
buy little or none from Foreigners, Is attempting 
an ImpojOTibility, ading contrary to the Intent of 
Nature, cynically, and abfurdly ; and, as ours is 
a populous manufafturing Country, highly preju* 
dicial to our own Interefts ^ For could we rdfc ali 
Neccflaries and Vanities within ourfelves, this In-* 
tercourft defigned by. Nature would be deftroyed ; 
and then, how is a Navigation, our only Bul- 
wark, to be maintained ? To fell all, and buy 
none, is to have no Back- carriage, na Freights 
home ; if fo, this will raife the Freights outwards i 
a VelFel that makes but one Freight out^nd home, 
muft make that one pay all the Wages, Wear and 
Tear, Charges, ,and Living-profit, confequently 
makes our Goods come dearer to Market, and na* 
turally ftops their Sales, by which in time Freights 
outwards would be as much wanted as Freights 
home, and our Trade muft be deftroyed. But 
where Freights are to be had out and home, they 
cafe each^tner, confequently bring Goods cheap* 
cr to Market ; and the encouraging our People by 
the utmoft Freedoms in Trade, will enable them, 
by cheap Labour to carry all Manufactures we arc 
naturally capable of to the utmoft Height, and in 
them Foreigners could not hurt us, no Reftraint 
being fo effcftual as cheap Prices ; and to attempt 

more 
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more is laying our People under Difficulties by 
Taxes to no purpofe ; as fuppofe, for inftance, 
we fhould take it into our Heads, in fpite of aU 
Taxes and Difarfvantages, to make all our own- 
Linens, and, in order to reftrain the Importation 
of foreign Linens, put on them all the faid Du-. 
ties we lay on the French ; well now, Money is to 
l>e faved to be .lire 1 the Poor employed, and fine 
thinors done ; but alas ! this . Reftraint will not 
make our own Labour one Farthing cheaper, but 
the dearer ; for our own Linen Manufafturefa 
having a Monopoly againft thereift of the People, 
and.ayaft Demand will certainly raife their Prices ; 
hut not bemg able to fupply Quantities fufficient^ 
fome Foreign may pay the high Duties, fome will 
be fmuggled and fold cheaper than what pays Du- 
ties, but ftill dearer than before the laying on this 
additional Duty^ which we will fuppofe to advance: 
the Price of Linens to the People only 1 >. per 
Head. Is not this laying a Duty of i s. per Head 
on our Woollen, Silk, and Iron Manufafturcrs, 
on our Sailors, on our Labourers of all forts ? 
certainly it is. Do the fame in favour of Iron, it 
will prove a Tax on the reft, and fo of any one of 
tixem. Do the fame by them- all, an 4^ they alt 
tax one another, all raifc each others Prices at fo- 
reign Markets, and ftop their Sales ;^orcigner& 
gain upon us ; we diftrefs our whol^nTrade upon 
the pretence of gaining only a fin gfe Branch, and 
tiiis fingle Branch will grow ftUl dearer, becaufe 
U being a Burden on the Woollen, Silk, and Iron 
]^Ianufafturers, Sailors and Labourers', the Linen 
Manufafturers will pay dearer for thofe Goods, 
pay dearer Freights, dearer for all NecelFaries ; it 
will be» 
Linen dearer to Woollen. 

Woollen dearer to Linen. 
Linen and Woollen dearer to Silk« 

Silk 



I^i6 ^ Ess AT on the Caufis ofthi 

Silk dearer to Woollen and Lmen. 
Linen, Woollen, and Silk dearer to Iron^ 

Iron dearer to Silk, Woollen and Linen. 
Linen, Woollen, Silk, and Iron dearer to Sailors* 

Sailors dearer to Iron, Silk, Wbdllen and Linen» 
Linen, Woollen, Silk, Iron, and SaUors, dearer 
to Labour. 

Labour dearer to SaHors, Iron, Silk, Woollens 
and Linen. 

The dearer our Linens grow, the more For/ 
i^eignefs will finuggle in upon us and ftifle our Fa- 
brick, all our Artifices will prove vain to maintain- 
it, and, after injuring all our other Trades, find 
t6 our Goft, That nothing hot Freedom can fe^ 
cure Trade, 

By the above Account may be alfo feen, how- 
prolifick the Mifchiefs of our Reftraints by Cuf- 
tbms are toTradc ; how our many Taxes onGom* 
moditids are oppreflive ^ how they add an artificial 
l^rice to Goods ; how our Country has growtt- 
univerfally dearer, without being richer; and how 
Foreigners ruin our Trade, who foon feeing thro*" 
dur mean Defigns of engrofling every thing, grO'wJf 
Slngry, and iftir up their Governments to diftrefs us 
In their Turn by an Increafe of Duty, which a 
Kttle can efFeft ; for as our Goods are already toa 
iear, a fmall Addition makes them »exccflively fo, 
or by eafing their Trade, which we fhamefully 
negleft. Has the Linen ManufadVure in England 
ihcreafed by the Prohibition of French Linens and 
high Duties on- Germany Duich, and FLemiJh ? So 
far from it, that it is decreafed by our dear La- 
bour, Taxes, and DHadvantages \ Scotland and 
Iceland attempt it with fome Succefs by their cheape 
Labour, and when our People are eafed' of their 
Oppreffions^ fo may we.. 

BeCdeSj^ 
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Bcfides, ihe difcowragirig to ^ gfeat degree thfe 
life of Foreign Produfts tiy the Reftr^mt of high 
Cuftoms, is prejudicial, though the contrary is 
the common received Opinion^ arifing from ^ 
. mean Selfifhnefs that would let none live but it- 
fclf; as for inftance, Suppofe , Por/flg;^/ to take 
annually to th^^alue of 800,000 /. of our WooK 
lens, and pay it all in Wines, .What is the Refu}t 
of this ? Why nothing more but that qur. rich 
People drink fuch an Amount of Woollens, 
which they woul^hiot confute otherwjfe 5 doublb 
the prefen^ Duty -On that Wine, thinking that lefe 
;jvould be drank, and we ihpuld draia Portugal df 
her Gold ; fee what would be the Confeqtiencc, 
only that the King of Portugal would raife the 
Duties on Engltfh Woollens, already too dear. 
X.owcr the Duties to th^ French .and Dutfh, 
^00,000/. fer Jnnum would be uncircv4ated i- 
jmongft us, the Price of Wool Cipft fink, where?- 
by the French and DutickvfoxxlJL get It etfer to ruin 
the reft of our Trades ; ^boiit ioo,Qoo.of our 
Poor would be deprived of a diiigfiiH Subfiftence, 
^nd come upon the Paxifhes .fo,r an .idle JMaltite- 
JCla^ce, while p.tfjrhaps 4t the faiRte. Jtitae Portugal 
W;ine, by its De^mefs, wool4 become. more iaihi- 
onable, great Qii^tities.wotdd be drftnKaad.paid 
for with our Money, ^d inftcad of .our draiafaxg 
tfce Porttiguefey be drained, by them. 

Fifthly y "'As our .Neighbours giye mttch left 

* Wages to their Workmen than we do^ .^nd con- 
« feqbently can fell cheaper, the bartaniy the Fr^Hch^ 

* and the Dutch y would l?iavc continued to pour 
' upon us their Silk,. Paper, Hal$,DrMgge.ts,^i^9y 
' Ratteens, and ev^oi)^^fl^-«ir.opl Cloths.' 

C€e id^ould have done well to hav^ pointed ou€ 
the Re^ns why our. Neighbours giye lefe W>ges 
%and ccm&qucady can fell dxcap^^r^ aed fiisbc^ he 

..... b^ 
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has not dond it, I fhall attempt it. As the Italians 
are more remote, and pay dearer Freights on their 
Goods to England than the French and Dutch our 
Neighbours, I fhall confine myfelf wholly to the 
latter. 

The Reafon why the French work cheaper than 
we, IS the care their Govemmeit takes of not 
taxing many Neceflarics of Life, or Materials of 
Manufa^are,, but that the Manufadhirers ftiall be 
fiipplied with them in the cheapefl manner ; where- 
by NecefTaries bearing only their natural Price, 
they can afford to work and fell cheaper than we ; 
it is the Taxes that make the Difference. To prove 
this I fhall quote the Author of the Pamphlet 
called Ohfervations on Britifh ff^oofy publifhed ih 
1739, '^^^ ^^ ^^ wrote by a Perfon fent abroad 
by the Miniflry to inquire into the State of the 
Woollen Manufkftorics among our Neighbours', 
and what Wool was fmuggled to them ; he in- 
forms us in Page 8, * That the French fend vafl 
' Quantities of Stuffs, 'Stockings, ^r. to Spa in ^ 
i Portugal^ and Itafy^ and underfel us 10 or 12 per 
' Cent. Jndinp. 21, The Reafon that Goods arie 
to be bought cheaper in France than in Englmdy is 
' bccaufe the Labour is \ cheaper there.* And he 
accounts for Labour's being •} cheaper there in p. 
28 ; ^ At Lifle the Magiflratcs have built a Stores 
houfe, in a convenient part of the Town, ten 
'Stories high ; in the upper Rooms of it they lay 
A^lbeat, Rye, Barley ; and in the Cellars they 
lay Wine, Oil, and Brandy : Thofe Goods are 
bought up when they are cheap, and fo foon as 
the Markets arc fhort, and Goods begin to rife 
in the Price, then the Storehoufe is opened to 
the Poof, that they may buy what they have oc- 
cafion for at the old Market Price. This Store- 
houfe was built fince the woollen Manufaftory 
hath fo incrcafed in this Town, in order to fup- 

' port 
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'< port that Fabrick, which is a great Encourage- 

* ment to the Manufafturcrs, and a Means to keep 

* Labour low. All other things that are needful 
Vto the Poor are alfo cheap in Proportion, as 
^ Candles, Oil, Soap, ^c. 

Far from raJfing their Prices with Taxes, as we 
do,, their Study is to make Neceflaries cheap ; and 
csHi we wonder that they beat us by lo or 12 per 
iCetit. in the Markets of Sfairty Portugal^ and Itafy ? 

Having fhewn how the French run away with our 
Trade by reafon of our heavy Taxes, I ihali exa- 
mine how the Dutch, though the moft taxed in the 
JNeceffaries of Life of any People, beat us out of 
our Trade too, by ftating the Difadvantages of aii 
EngVJh woollen Manufadlurer^ and the Advantages 
ol SL Dutch one^ 

The Difadvantages of an Engltjh wooflen Ma- 
4iu&6turer are, i. That he muftbuy Bread made of 
Englsjb Corn, though dearer than Foreign, where- 
•by the Farmer has a Monopoly againjft the Manu- 
fadurer,' and all Monopolies enhance the Prices of 
Goods. 2. He ha« no Drawback on his Com. 3. 
He has no Dra\!^back on his Malt. 4. He has no 
Drawback on his Leather. 5. He- pays a Duty on 
his Coals of 10s. fer Chalcfa-oii in London^ and 
.5 s. in die Out-Parts« 6. He muft buy Englijb 
Beef, Pork, Mutton, Lamb, and Butter, tho' he 
can have Irffl> cheaper, whereby the Grazier has a 
Monopoly againfl him, to maJce his Meat dear 
7. He muft buy Fifli caught by Britijh (except a 
isw Sorts) though he can have it cheaper from the 
Dutch^ French, &c. whereby the Fifherman has a 
Monopoly againft him to make hi3 Fifh dear. 8. 
He muft not buy foreign Hats, 'Cloths, Stuffs, 
Stockings, or any courfe Woollens for his Ufe 
that are cheaper now than Englijhy even though he 
could fell his own to greater Advantage than wear- 
ing them himfelf^ whereby .thefe ieveral Brancbes 

have 
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have a Monopoly againfl each , crdicr^ and the reft of 
the Nati<;Mi, to mftk^ all forts of. Clothing dear: 
9. He muft not /buy French Linens for his Uife*, 
though pvcr fo : cheap, whereby: the other Lineil 
Countries have a Monopoly agauiftiiini to niak^ 
bis Linen dear. to. He muft not buy forMs U(e 
foreign. Shearm^ns Sheafs, iron, or Tin Warcs^ 
though ever fo cheap> whereby thofeJkianiifadurecB 
have a Monopoly ag^nft bim tainake hi& Iron x^ 1 

Tin Wiarcs dear- 11.. He; may not havefeveral 
forts of Goods, imported for his )Ufe bought at thfe * 

che^pcA Market, but only 1 at the ufuai Port of 
Shipping {* Vide tbe Index, to the Book of Rates, 
t^rOods Inwards,^ Artid^6^) >rhereby thofc Counv 
^ries. havje. a .Monopoly againft.him to make tbofe 
Goods dear. 12. He may not have thofe above 
Goods flipped at tbe.xiiilapcft Freights, but muft 
|)ej(h}ppgdoa5ri/^;Sbip8, or Ships oftheCouiii* ' 
try> andt.at d)0.ufual Port of Stripping, whereby 
thole *Sbips h.4ve d Moiiopdiy ag^ft him ta make 
ihofe Qooi^ fill! 4^cu 15. He h^s heavy £?ui& 
^m;^ %Q jp%y , QA the Oil. atid Scop he ufes in manu- ^ 
faduring.lilSvGQ<>ds>; wHidi helps to advance their 
Pe^ne^. ii^* . And lafUy ^ He has long expenfive 
J^and^Caniagls £Q pay to j&m(^0», the cinefMiarket 
lor lusGaod$,:. the.NafiiigatiDn. of our Itivers not 
t^iUg fuffiickntly imiM'ovcd. : 

A DuUh Woollen Meinni^fhirei: is m a Situatioa 
j);ifl; the &evf rfe oifthis; his Advantages are, i. 
That.:hc. may buy al^yays the chcapeft Com that 
<pgn begot to make Breiad, has np Com Monopoly 
pn blm. V a* He has 5 s. per Quarter Drawback on 
Engllfh Wh/;aC ;.. .complying Freight, Gharg<es,' and 
Pro/it on it, at- 3 s, per Quarter, he is fed by the 
£ngl^ cheaper than their own People by a i* in « 
ipyery Quarter ^f Wheat, 3. He has 2/. 6^. 
pr Quarter Drawback on Englijh Malt^ to make, 
if pofliblc, his Diink come as cheap to him as in 

England \ 
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England. . 4. He has i d, pefVofmd Drawl^ck on 
Engliflk Lealher. 5* He has Briti/k Goals at 3 i. 
piT Chaldron Duty, which is 2 s. cheaper thaa the 
Out-Pom^ and 7 /• cheaper than the Lonehntrsi* 
6. He may buy Beef^ ^c. in Ireland f or any Coim« 
try where it can be had cheapeft, has no Mono? 
poly on him ih this Cafe. 7. He may buy Fi(h 
of any that fell cheapeft, has no. Monopoly oq 
him in this Cafe. .ft. He may buy dnd wear the 
che^eft WocJlens he c»i get from any Coun- 
try ; and if he can buy Glodi for his Ufe at 4 s. 
pir Yard^ -he will, [^-ovided he can fell his own of 
5 s. per Yard JValue with the ufual Profit, no 
Branch of the Trade, has a Monopoly againft the . 
r^ft of the Peopk. 9. He may buy the cheapeft 
Linens he can get, no Country has a Monopoly 
againft him ifijbis jCafe. . 1.0. He m^y buy the 
^eapeft Iron and Tin Wares he can get, has no 
Jdonopoly asainft him in this Cafe. 1 1 • He may 
^ve all ,th§|e Goods (Q^ecified in the ' Index to 
^'the Book of Rates in Article 6* 0/* Goods In*. 
.'• wai^)' bought where 'che^ft", no Country ha- 
i^g a Monopoly againft himt I2'« He tnay have 
ail the abovp Goods ftupped on the cheapeft faU- 
ittg' Sh^, no ^hipping having a Monopoly againft 
lum. 1 7. rHe h&s Cuftpm^ fo light, that they ar^ 
a mere Trifle , has not the Prices of hjis Goods 
railed by the 1. heavy Ci^Aom^ on his .OM and Sope. 
14. He has cheap W^ter^Ca^riage almoft every 
where* 

% I (hall now prove> that was our Trade quite free^ 
no Nation could hurt our Staple, the Woollen 
Manufa£hire, and that if Cheapnefs pours in 
.Goods to a Cpuptry,' we fhould do it on the 
^French and Dutch, inibad' of. they on us ; confe- 
quently that Gce^s Objection b veid.^ 

F By 
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s By ^e abov^netitiotied Ot^rvatiotis • 
on Bmi^Wcteiy vfie &i^ that the /9^i^ A 

tfaofi fmd to Spam-i Porit^l^ or Itaiy^\^~' ■ ' ?: 
6mft dMt fhall aorw (^ in England t^oL 
cheaper^ to or X2^^ dnt.hfx^ f^ > ' i . > 
£S?ff/. cheaper/ or at ^ £ 9t 

In Page 64; I ha^e proveJ that a6tfvt - ^ 
bdf i^e prdent( Valae of o»r Wbollaa 
Goods'ii fi^tit^^ that oor 'Faxes^Mc^ . : . i t 
sif&po3^e9> and Ill-jadg^L;awl advice 
tb^ natilral Vaki^ of 4>urWc;dil«it Oo^(k ^ 
lfedv«; 1 1^4 pirCm$. ^Atkk tkt true na*-- . 
fttral Vakic of foa/. v^tovA of W<>olteo 
Goods at p^efeiit is hut 49 /. 

So that were our Tasises, MonopoBes^ 
and IB-judged LawS^ tJcnaov^d, 50 Sl«efF* 
Aat Xfim ccft i^o ft might he fenfto • 
•iark^t^rt ' ' • ' '■^•■/ ^'. - ^ .-' l^-'-'- 4^ 

< The DMFei'efi^ 'Is j^- 3^ 

' 39 A charged by- i^^^ or Dufck Taxes and na» 
lural D$&dvantages on 49 7. is ait Advice of al^ 
iBoft S^per Cent, on the jf w;/^ Ptiee. 

Tbeielbt-e the fi^mdh mi Duuh^ li^a ill»w beat 
lis by 10 or it p&€ifH. might be beat by us ta^ 
cdSvcly J they could not fell Wb^Mtens at an^ 
foreign Market until all otirs are Ibid^ mnch 4eft 
pout them in here to mm our MasniA^ories, as 
G^e imagined ; but die reft of their Trade mnft 
iJccIine greatly wherever -we came in competititfa 
Vith them, and where would be the Nation in 
Europe that could hurt us ? 

' By this it appears, that k is only our HI' Regu- 
lations of our Trade that give thefe Nations iainy 
Advantages againft us t 

Thefc 
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Thfife Taxes and 0iaclvajitages fire the Catifefi 
fX the Dceliiic of our Wobllea ManufaAory^^ 
jfae only way to reftorek is by removing them. / 
• Thefe Taxes and DHadvEntages are the Gaufitt 
of die Smn^^llag of dor Wool ; the onl^ way tb 
prevent it is by remdnringtiBem .; tsid until chey aie 
removed, it xvtll) be in: Tain to think of mooopo. 
Ihsig the Mannfafbore of it by Regiflries or iidle 
Schen&eSy masts in Reftraint of the Efieds, witb- 
<mr taBn^ away the Caoies. 
^ < Silka and Paper at-e ftitt poured m upon usp mi 
die boafted Benefit to the WooUem Trade ibje &d- 
Andnts at prefent & a Sarce ; ta£ as our fbreigti 
Demand dedinesy our Pesople n^uraily .tunt.afi 
their Stocks tor fiipply the Home-GonfimapttiMiy 
fandi it is ib over dtutted tibatgre^ Quantitiea have 
been fold for ieis th^ they coft makbg, .Or.^ 
¥rend3^ Prices*^ whidi muft. break an over-taj^ £«- 
gliflfman. Our People manufaSure neater than any 
in Fck and Wooi^ .fo that foreign Hats, Gloths>, 
^c. biBringill made^ fuiti:iot diefi^/^Tafle-; for 
which renbn^ if itiSiould. fiafee< teit Years, time to 
fate^ the Remainder of ounClotbiers^ thehr Stodea 
would fell lb dseap that the French could do vec^r 
fittle during^ that tkne ; h&L afterwards^ by getting 
fbme of our ft^ive ^Mamifafhirers to. improvi^ 
Ihehr own. People, and underfelling us ib'vaftl}^ 
they will run Woolly Goods as. ttioch as they d6 
T«astti<I Brands now, and reduce usitd the Statfc 
we were formerly in with relpeA to- Flanders^ vm* 
they to buy our raw Wool, and ratum it ^islnrMai* 
nufa^res inoproved three times its firft Value.' 

Two more Objedions may be mSade. ; 

jRr/?,, Thatitfeem^ contrary to Reafon to takb 
0ff the Dktie'!^ or Prohibitions on, the Goods' of 
any Nation that will not do the &me by otnrs, 

Seemdfy. Thatthe Baknce2gaiilftu8>9('itb /rtf«r^ 
muft intreaft by taking oS tbi Duties oa Fratch 
Goodsir F 2 To 



124 * An ^%SAY an the Cdufes of thi 

.; To the firft Obje£Uon Taiifwcr, ThatwitKVe^ 
^gard to Duties, it is already proved tliey deftrojr 
Tra^e^ and ^onftant Experience fhews us thai: 
Free Ports increaie it. If othar Nations will de- 
ftroy their Trade, ours muft rife upon tfaeir Ruins ^ 
and would it not be ab&rd for us to refufe, by a 
<ontrar9K Gonduft, to increafe ours ? If our Eaei^ 
mies will commit fudi Follies, whyihouldwej 
^ xat^er, could we wiih them to Jo woirfe ? . \ 

Nothing makes a Country's Goods fo ch« apai 
«Fr<e Port, confequently the fewrr foreigpi Goods 
^ould be confumed here y more might be in^rted 
(to lay by for better Marktts,* the .Profit? on whicft 
muft. enrich us; for th^ cheaper our Goods are, 
;thc ^eater V«nt they. will have ; and the higher 
the Futies Foreigners lay on them^ the toor^ will 
be fmuggled upon them. . 

fiefides, thofe Nations thaft are .our.Rivals in 
^Trade, andperiiftlnkeqnnghig^Guftomson our 
Goods, peruft alio in rerafing.to make their Gounr 
try anUniveiial Storehoufe, deny their People the 
Advant^^e oif it, and force their Cuftomers to buy 
At «ther Mm'kets, thofe Goods they lay high CxxA 
ttom% on to prevent their coming in. . If a Mer- 
cer, being a Weaver, ihould refofe to admit into 
his Shop, Damaiks, becauCehedidhotmakethem^ 
and think thereby to improvie the Vent of his odiet 
Silks,. fae.wouU foon &id his Miftake, for hb Gu^ 
ftomers that went to other Places for Damaiks; 
would be importuned and induced, if only to fave 
4l^mielves -trouble, to buy other Silks they want- 
ed at. the (ame Time. The Britijh Merchant^ 
Vol. 3, p* 298, remarks, ' /^/ it is natural for 
' us to buy every thing we want at the Shop where 
^, we are obliged to buy any thing.' And would 
it not be flrangc if another Mercer, being alfo 4 
Weaver, ihould be angry with iiich a Man, and 
re&fe to admit inio his Sh^^ii^e other's Satins^ 

becaufe 
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becaufe he refufe4 to admit his Damaflcs^ and 
therby drive away his Trade to thofe general- 
Traders that were w>fe enough to improve upon 
their Errors, by admitting every tfiing that could' 
be fold with Profit ? The Cafe is the feme with 
Nations. ^ 

• Cuftoms on foreign Goods hurt ouricives more ' 
than Foreigners, though our falfe Notions of Trade ' 
make us think the contrary, by confining our' 
Thoughts to the Seller, without regarding ' the ■ 
Buyer, who being bur own Subjeft, (hoiild be the 
Berfon moft confidcred r As for Example, in the 
Cafe of Spanijh Oil ; we have laid a Duty' on it ;[^ 
no doubt to retaliate dn the Spaniards the Duties 
they lay on our "Woollens ; but whom does ourDu- ' 
ty afFc^? not the Spaniard , it cannot hurt him ; for 
he being paid for his Oil, he parted with his Pro- 
perty in it, and has nothing more to do-wkh itr 
JM it Is the fi^g-//^ Merchant^ whofe Property on* 
Payment, this Oil becomes, and which might be' 
called £«g'/jftOiI> for fdch in reality it then is ; he' 
ir cramped by this Duty, part of his Capital in 
Trade is taken away to pay it; the Imereft of whi<rbi. 
aaid Officers Fees ki and oiir, make the Oil too 
dear to export, he is nof allbwed that Profit, he 
muft fell at home;, andmuft ihift the Load from his 
Choulders on the ManufaAircr%<rho ufes it, aud 
be on the Gonfamer, whereby bur Gbdds' are ren- 
dered dearer, and lefi capable of Exportation. 
: Here is a Doty on a foreign Commodity indeed^ 
hut to be paid by our owh Pecfple ; tis thcii' Feet - 
are intangled in the Net laid for the Spaniards. 

With regard to a Prohibition, this acknowledges 
tfte Goods it is laid on to be good ^d chciap, o- - 
tberwife it were nee^cfe ^ for what Trader will ' 
|: buy bad or dear Goods if he can get better or' 
j cticapcr, and they niuft be n<fce/fery,^othen)vife 
> they would not be demanded^ confe<^ntfy woul)!^ 
^* F 3 not 
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npt be imported ; for who will import Goods wher^ ' 
ti^ere is no Demand I 

A Prohibition on the Gk)dds of any one Katioa 
gives a Monopoly to odier Nations that raife the 
lyce Growths ;. thm the Prohibition on Spanijh Oil 
gives a Monopoly to CaSpofy^ all Monopolies raife 
the Prices of Go^ods ; thus GaBpofy Oil, that befwc 
our Spaffijh Prohibition was fold iox 15 to 1 6 Du« 
cats the Salm^ is thereby raifed to 26 and 27 Du^* 
cats ; and the fame muft be the Cafe with all o« 
ther Sorts of Goods ufed inftead of Spanijh^ \vherc«^ 
by th^ Merchants Profit on the advanced Piice^ 
and that of the feveral Tradefmen whofe Hands 
fbcfe Goods paife thron^^ muft further enhance 
their Price vaftly to the Con&mcr ; which fince 
iBy making this Remark, hath been verified by a 
Petition of the Clothier^ of Strwd-fTafir (and of 
moft of our Clothing Towns) prefented to the. 
Bouie of Gonsimofis, /irA. %j )742. complaining 
tfa^t (kcjq the Profaibitioa the Price of Oil is ad- 
vanced from no lefi than 26I to <$q /• a Tun. 

, Bu^ it wfU be objeAed that on the Declaratbn 
of War^ Spain pix>hibited our Goods* 

. To which I anfwer, That heavy Taxes witfa 
many other Difficulties are the Confequences of 
War^ aad in a time of fucb 'a general Calamity, 
is it npt abfurd to cSftrefs our^ Trade in making our 
People buy bad or ^ar Goods of Foreigners, by 
a Prohibidoii agaiiift any one Nation, which other 
Nations having the Hke Commodities, take the 
Adv^tage of and raife their Prices upon us I Is 
not this adding an unneceflary Tax bpon our Peor 
pys, whereby ihey grow fooner imfK>veriflied and 
un^e to fupport a War ? If the Spaniards will 
cotzimit fiich filuaders^ why fhodd we imitate 
them ? 

Trade cannot, iHU not be lorced, let other 
l^atiQQs prohibit by what Severities l^ey pleafe, 
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IntareA will prevail ; they may Embarrafi their* 
evm Trade^ but cannot hurt a Nation whofe Tradd 
kfmr fi> much as themi^lves. Spain has^prohi^ 
bited our Woollens^ but had a Jtedu^tton of out 
7axe8 brought them to their natural Value onlyi 

"" tb^ would be tl}€ cheapeft m Europe of their 
Goodnefs, cdnfapsently muft be more demanded 

^ by the Spaniards^ be fmugg^ed into their Country 
in^te of their Goyemment^ and ibid at bettef 
Prices ; ^leir Pec^e would be dearer clothed 
with Ihid^ and Frohibitioiis than without^ confe^^ 
4)iKntly mnft fell their Oil, Wihe^ and other Gomi^ 
l&oditios dearer^ whereby other Nati^His raifing the 
. like Growths would gaia Ground upon them, and 
their Bakiiee of Trade grcxw lefs and lels: But 
iflboold we for that Reafon prohibit their ConomO'C^ 
iitiies ^ £y BO lioeaas, for the dearer they growjL 
fiomore than wiM are juftneceilary will be uied i 
their t^robiUiaDii does tfaeir own Bti(jne&, fome 
may be neceflkfy, wbac areib, we fliould not maka 
dearer to our own People \ fome may be proper 

^ to. afllbrt Caiipes for other Countriea^ and why 
Ihoidd we prohibh otir People that Advantage i 
why liort ourfelves to hurt the Spaniards f tf w& 
would retaUate cjSe^lbally upon them for their Hl-^ 
intent^ a handibme Bounty given to our Phatadons^ 
in xaile the fione Growths a^ Spaf»fi might enable 
dk^^tn in time to fi^fyus c^^iper than theSpaniarA 
could do^ and eftabfifh a Trade they could never 
f«cover. Bounties may gain Trade^^ but Prohibit 

K ^w will deflroy k i C^ which let the following 
Sxampk fuffice. 

J ^ Poitiml ieifig umtid U Spakt in HeReifft tf 

\ « Phil^ i2tf ltd. during ibe iUvok of tho Dutch, 

* PuiFendorf /ffPisg^ /a^^iilntrodudion to the 

^ Hiik>iy of Eup^ ulb U6y Tliat Piiisr/i}^ being intent 

^^ npoik reducitfff <^ the Netberbnds^ thcu^t diar 

« ^ Aothing co^d do it mona elSbftually than to &^ 

F 4 * thcis- 
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* their Trade and Commerce with Spain and Ar- 

* tugal, for hitherto the Dutch had ^traded no fur- 
' ther, being u&d to fetch away their Gommodi-' 

* ties from thence) and to convey thcnt into the 
V more nordiem Parts of Europe. Upon. thi$ 
^ Coniidetation Ph'tlip concluded that if this way 

* of getting Money were once flopped, they 
' would quickly grow poor, and thereby be oblig- 
'* ed to fiibmit. But this Defign had a qiaite ccn* 
'f trary EfFeft, for the tiolbnders themfelves being 
' excluded Trade with Spain and" Portugal, ttiti 
' about the end of the latt^ Age to iail to the Baft 

* Indies, and'as foofi 'as they had .got Footing 
« there they greatly impiaired the P<?r/a5f«(/& Trade> 

* who hitherto had been the fole Managers of ify 

* and afterwards took from them one Pxjrt after 

* another. And the £«^/^ with the AfEflance of 
f jibbas King of Pirfia, forced from them the. 
' famous Ghy of Ormus : Nor was this, all, for: 
f the Hollanders took from them a great part of 

* BraxJk asid feveral Places on the Goafl of >/^ 
' jWri?, which the HoUmderSy* in all probability^ 
' woqIB have had no reafon to attempt if Pdariugal 

* Jiad remained a Kingdom by itfclf, and had not 
i been annexed to &pain i. e. If no ProUiition bad 

* happened** 

Second Objeftidn. That the, Balance againfl. ui 
with" France mufl increafe by taking off the Duties. 
fm French Goods. .. i .' . , 

: Anfwjer ; Here Experience can decide by coip- 
poring'the DiiFerencc. of th^ Balance againtt uft 
when we had a Free- Trade formerly, and the, 
prefeiit times, when nocdfl 'Sorts of -Pr^w^A Goods 
$re loaded with futh high Duties as amount to' a 
Prohibition. ; 

No Perfon who has read the Brltijh Merchant 
will fay that he is a partial. Author in favour of the 

Anfwerto this:Obj^4Uo»« . ^ 
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In Vol. III. Page 106, he fays, * The ftated" 

* Maxim among Merchants to know whether the- 

* Trade be for or agamft us,' is to have rccourie 

* to the Gourfe of Exchange, it is a Nicety many ' 
^ of our Merchants are themfelves unacquainted ^ 

* with, yet as the Exchange holds the Balance of 
' Trade, fo as that is for us or againS us it im-*^ 
^ mediately decides the Point/ 

* If the Exchange be above the Par of the Mo - - 

* ney of the Country we trade with, it is a plkin- 

* Argument that the Batence b on- their f*de, for^ 
' no Mali will bring Silver from a Country when* 

* the Exchange is more fevourable than the Coia.^ . 
The Author of the Political Riftmons on tbe'^ 

Commerce and Finances of France elegantly calls the 
Exchange the Barometer of Commerce- 
In xSc Ye^ i6^3> it appears by the BrhljS' 
AUtrchanf Vol. I. p. 332, that ttK>ugh there wass> 
a Prohibition, yet he tells us in p. 338, The Court 
hindered the Execution of it.' Dr« Tancred RtAinfin 
the PhyficiaOy fhewed: me a Menufrandum he made • 
in that Year, on his ietting' out for Paris ^ viz. for. 
60 L _ Sterling p2\d in L^ndon^ he received a Bill of- 
Exchange on Piiris for 259 Crowns i Lme« 

The Bntifl!) Merchant in Vol. IHv 
p. 1 iS^ informs XLSi^ the Par cf^e Ex.-' i 
changr was 54^. Sterling for the old 
French Cro^n: Therefore ifr (hould - 
have paid only 58 /. 7 s. for 259 
Crowns i Livre, confequently tihfe 
Exchange was in the Disfavour of « 

England y not quite 3 per Ctnt^ * 

In the Year 168 6i the Prdbibition 

being quite taken off, the i?ri/(/i5 ifc&r- . ' 
chant Vol. I. p. 318, infcwrms us, thof 
Exchange was at 56 d, per Crown the 
Par as above being 54^/* the. Exchanger 

F 5 ....... was* . 
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^aa in tfte Pisf^vour o( England 

In tk^ Year r 729, the French Goods 
having been loaded ever fince Kii^ 
fVHUem the Third's Reign, with fuch 
Mgh Duties on moft Articles, as ^- 
mount to a Prohibition, by Ca/htpf^ 
Paper of March 2S,the Exchange was 
at xid. '\ per Ecu 7purnoh 

I By Sir Ifitac Newm'% Table of Af- 

fie^Sy ff<ngbtsy &c. of ForiigH Coins, 

pnbliihed by WHlock in 1 740, the Par 

if %gd: 1 49 Etet» was in the Djsfi^vour 

of England above 1 1 per Cent. 

: In the Year 1 740, by Cafta\n£% Pa- 
per of Feh> 3, the Exchange was at 
3^rf. '|. The Par, as above, %yas 
in the Disfavour of England alnaoft 1 2 fer CenK 

By the Guftomhoufe Books 
onr Imports from France in 
1666^ exceeded our Exports^ 
as by the BritUb Merchatst, L s </. 

Vol. I. p. 305. 769,190 16 o 

He adds for .Goods clande- 
fti^ely imported, p. 306, . 4l8>i39' j6 9 

Total over-balittce that Year* £1^^97^230 la 9 

The Britijh Mirchant fays above, ' That the 

* Exchange holds the Balance of Trade, fo as that 
' is* for us* or againfl us, it immediatety decides 

• the Point.' By the ^^i he niuff mean propor- 
tionably, that is, that the Exchange is alFedVed by 
the Balance of Trade, agreeable to the French 
Author above, a© Ae (^ickfJver in the Barome^ 
ter fs by the Atfnofphare. As no Man, that un- 
derftands Trade^ can deny. this Trudi, I fliall 

leave 
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kam it to the Guribas to determine,, what Fi-opor* 
&>A an Over-balance that affeds the Exchange al- 
moflr l^ ptr Cmu muft bear to one of 1,197,330/^ 
t2s.. 9 di that affefted it only about 3I per Cenu 

Fr«;irr takes &<m^Brkam Wool, Com, Dye* 
Stnffs, Hfflpd-warcs, and^Tobacco in great Quan* 
fities^. fome imiia^ Good^^ Tin^ Lead^ ShipS|, 
Iferfes, i^0. 

But Cmcc iraftt€ fe inereafed^ in the Woollen^ 
Manufacture, in Navigation, and in Sugar-plant- 
ibg, jbe talces vail Qiatititles^ of Wool and Provi"^ 
fions from R-eUmdi to improve her Manufa£lures^ 
vi^at her Sfaip^,; and flipply her Colonies^ which 
amotint to valt Sums Yearly ; and though thefe 
Articles are vaftly increaf<id, yet ftill the Balance 
of Trade cannot be brought in our FavouT; Pro- 
hibitions and high Duties have made it vafUy more: 
Difadvantageotts to us than in the Times of a 
Free-Trade, the Difference in the Exchangcs^ be- 
ing la to 3. ' 

As the general Intereft of the Nation, witH' 
rtfytO: to our Trade, feeins to have hitherto beeir 
little underftood^ let us examine the French Trade 
a. little farther. 

Our great Dealings ^ith %\As t'rench Shop for- 
merly, were occafiorfed by its Cheapnefs, (an ex« 
cellent Caufe) and ks being near us occafioned 
dieap Carriage, (better and bettbr^ and thou^ 
the French had a great Balance againfl us (it tould. 
j*dt be the half of w^hat if is how) yet other Na- 
tions had the lefs 5 but Party-Prejudice runnings, 
high againft the French Kihg^s ambitious Defigns^ 
in. Iting Charles \ht Second, and King William the 
Third-s time ; and this Balance being confide^ed 
abftraftedly, without any View to our general 
Trade ; an inconfiderate Zeal hurried our Ance-'^ 
ftors into the Scheme of diftreffmg the French ^Sii'g' 
by Pfdbibitions and bigli- Giiloms- on hi$. Gopdi, 
- * mjn 
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not confidering the hurt ivc fhould thereby do^ur4 
fclves, and without ever eiFcdlually putting in mo- 
tion thofe Means that were pradicabie to eafc our 
own Trade, fo that we only dilperfed, dating our 
lad Wars, our Trade to dearer Nations; we 
bought dearer German and Dutch Linens, dearer 
Jtapm a|id Duub Silks,. Paper, ^x* as if it was 
better to pay thofe Nations 15 or 18^* for what 
fiit French -^^xxXA feli for tJ. diAreHItig our Pedple 
by dear Prices and thereby draining us of our Mo- 
ney the fafter j. for fuch large Quantities of cheap. 
French Goods as were confiim^^d here, being pro- 
liibited, made the Demand greater for the Dutch, 
German^ and halian dearer Qoods, giving them at 
the fame time a Monopoly againft ourfelves, which, 
made them raife their Prices on us ftill higher. 
One would be apt to think that our Fore-fathers 
bad a mind to drive all th^ Money out of the Na- 
tion. For God^s fake I let us have Wit in our 
Anger, and not pay dear Prices to pretended. 
Friends- when Enemies will {cU. us cheaper; let us 
befriend ourfelves a little, by faving our Money, 
which \k th« Life of Trade and the Sinews of 
War ; let us keep this Power in our own Hands,, 
to command Weight and Rei^P^ftfrom our Neigh- 
bours, not (quander it away to them, and be forced 
to court the Ailiftance of thofe we give Power to, 
and fometimcs tvcn court in vain ; fo miich for 
Times of War. 

But ill Times of Peace the Smuggling- Trade 
goes on eafier, high Duties arc Temptations ,that 
promote it, Minifters of State may be bribed to 
brow-beat or difcharge Officers for doing their 
Duty ; Goods that in a Free- Trade coft but 100 L 
being charged with 50 /rr Cent, Duty a Smuggler, 
will fell for 1 20 or 1 25 L for the RUk muft be paid 
for, though the Duties are faved ; fo that eveu the 
Spugglbg- Trade cofts us more than a Free-Trade, 

and 
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anA^may perhaps be^^one of the Reafons that the 
'Exchange with France ii much agaiiift us : Wh^rei 
^s had 01M3 Country been made a Free-Port in 
King Charles the Second's time, and all Taxed 
laLd on the Gonfumers of Luxuries,' ihe'FrencA 
riiemfelves during die laft Wars with England, 
^ould havje fled from Mifery at home, to a Coun* 
try that by its Freedoni from Taxes and eafe in 
Trade, feeijicd to invite, the EftabBfliment of all 
Manufa^hu'es, our Balance to France could not 
have arofe to that deftrudlfive Height it is now at, 
]K>r,had the- French ever! mad^ the Figure in Trade 
tfceynow do» . - 

. The GcMufes of the Exchanges are Fafts noto- 
rious to People qonverfiuit in Trade; upon thofe 
Fafts I reft piy Arguments, in anfwer to the a- 
bove Obje6ftpn ;^by which.it appears- pl^ly, that 
a Free-Port Trade would Icflen ' the Balance a- 
gainft us, even with Frahle ; agreeable to the Au- 
Aorof the Britannia LangfienSy who in p. a8r, 
feys, ' Now if we look back to the Grounds and 
Reafons of the Decay of our Enghjh Trade, we 
fhall find them to be no other than our own 
ill Conftitutions in Trade, which are not a bit 
^ remedied by the French P^ohibitionji and there- 
' fore will prevent any Advantage we might, per- 
haps, otherwife receive from it. And in p. 268^ 
Should.^^e fuppofe that it (/, e. the Prohibitiop) 
would reftore the Balance, nay, that it fhould. 
render the national Trade of England fomewhat 
beneficial, yet it muft be confefled, that a com- 
' pleat Regulation of our Trade, would render it 
prodigpufly morje beneficial, (perhaps more than 
all the Trade of Europe befides) confidering how^ 
our Advantages in Trade would rfeduce the Trade* 
of our neighbouring Nations, as ours does Im- 
prove/ / ' ^ . ,. 
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Nottrithihmtil&g what has been f^ in favotr of 
a Free-Port» fuch Aros^ IVeJudkes againft a Free; 
Trade vrkb Fr^na^ have bttn caifed by moft crf^ 
our late Authors^cm thk Sdbjeft, that few People > 
have any but ftightlut Ideas of it. The Btit^- 
MerdntntyZ Work in gr^at Reputation, iias bnmghr 
heavy Obje£^A$ apatoft a Trade "vkh. F^^mee ^ 
ihe Strength of which, tl may not be improper 
to Examine*. la VoL h p* &2 he fijrs i, ^ 

V ' Gbods Imported to br re»-exported, iii cctji»- 

* taihly a national Advantage ; but few dr no- 
^ French Goods are ever exported fromGnat^Bri" 

* tain, except to our Plantations, but are all con*- 
^ fumed at h6me> therefore no Benefit can be 

* reaped diii$ way by die PrinchTrBdC: 

' ' Letting^ Ships to Freight cartnot W be of 

* f&me Profit to a Nation, but it is Very rare if 
•* the Frmcb ever made ufeof any other Ships than. 
•* their OTJirn ; they^ viftual and man cheaper than. 

* we, therefore nothing i» to be got from them. 

* by this Article. 

< ' nr. 

^ Things that are of abfolute NecejflSty; can*. 
', not be reckoned prejudicial to a Nat^on^ hu& 
•" France produces nothing that is necef&ry, or e-* 

* ven convenient, but which we had better ba* 

* wi'dbout..' 

Each pf thcle ObjefHons Is introduced with a. 
general Maxim ^hkh the French Trade is aiTerted 
to be incphH/ient with, and \i underftood accord- 
ing to the piefent ot then &tate of omx Tra^e, a]-e 

founded 
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foqncled in Truth 5 fo that 1 woul4 not be thought ; 
by the following Remarks to refleft on the Au- 
thors of the Briiijh Merchant ^ for feafonably op- . 
pofing our engaging in Trade with the French on 
unequal Terms durmg our prefent ill Regulations. . 
But thcfe Objeftions arc founded only on thofe 
ill Regulations, for they otherwife have no weight, 
and will fall to the ground when they are removed, 
fo that they affeft not an EftgEJh^ untaxed Free- •: 
Port Trade with France^ which I fhall endeavour 
to prove, and ihall fardier confirm by proving. 
That had our Trade no Incumbrance on it, a . 
Trade with France muft be beneficial. 

To the Firii Objeftion, I anfwer, That it cztt 
proceed only from our ill Regulaiiops of ouf . 
Trade ; for high Cuftoms prevent Merchants en* 
groffing in cheap Times, the Duties running away 
with great part of their Capitals, the Intcre,ft of 
Money lying dead for Duties >. is^fech a Chargers 
no Trade can bear that is rivafled by People firc^ 
from fuch Clogs ; befidcs, great part of the Du.- 
tic3 on French Goods are not repaid on Exports- 
tion, fo that it is impoffiljle to fend thcnvtojiny 
Market but our Plantations 5 our Monopolies and 
Ill-judged Laws that make Navigation dear>, pare- 
vent our giving that Vent to the French Good^ 
which the Dutch are capable of doing, tbougji 
they have not the natural Advantages that we kme^ 
and they cherifli this Trade that we cwdewin zs . 
one of their beft Branches, Mttgi great Support 
of their Navigation.- According tcx the J^epre/en- 
tat ion of the Body of Merchants to the French 
King in 1658, a Copy whereof w^ fent fo tht; 
States -Central % their Ambaflador JSoreely thf Ex^ , 
ports fff France fr^Hotiand and England (Vide Me^ 

ihitres^ 
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t^fi AhE& say on the Caujeicf tht 

moires deDe Wtt. p. 2ri . the Brtttjh Merchant ^ Vbt^ 
2, p. 232.} ammnudto 30 iSlliomof Crowns ma.* 

king ' £ 6>750>P^Q ^ 

The BrJ^ 
tyhMerchanty 
Vol. I, p- 

5\o6ymakesour 
)nporis from 
France m 
l6a6, hy the 
Cuftom^Houfe 

Accounts^' a*' . 

mount to . / i,284,4i"p' 10 03, \ ^ 

* To which 
he adds of* 
himfelf, for 
Goods clande^ 
Jit nefy import^ 
idy 

But to Teave 
no room for 
Cavil in Vol. 

2, p. 23^> 

he publifhes 

an Account of 

Afr.FortreyV 

which made our 

Imports from 

Tr^oiceamount 

yealryto 2,6oo,oo«o 00 o<5 



428,139 16 09 



I 4,3»^»559 07 00 
The Medium of vjhtch two^ Ac- 



counts ts 



2,156,279 13 06 
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. Which bemg dedufted, the 
Remainder muft be the Dutch 
imports, amounting to £ 4>593;7^o ^^ ^ 
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' De Wity in his Memoirs y p. ai i , fays, The gvat-' 
^ part of the French Exports are for Holland ; the 
aboye Aecouot veriiks it; and in Page 214, he 
fays. That /Atf Dutch tmfume and feU almojl all the- 
Wines and Salt thai go out of France ; and in Page 
a I J, he fays, // it certain that the 'Erend:\ gain every 
Tear upon the Dutch above ^^o Millions of Money , he-^ 
fides the Goods they fend to France^ thefe I take to Be' 
Livres, making loMilHpns of Crowns at 54^/: is* 
2,^50,000^ 

The Dutch cannot c6n&me that Quantity. 6^ 
Stench GooA^yilier if they did, they couW riot* 
have a Shilling^ left in theCounGry with foch ah^ 
iiimcttfe yearly Ovci"-balan6e for near a Century; 
thiersfoTA the BuHc of tbfefe Imports muft he for' 
Re-exportation, which the Objcftion fays is cer*' 
tjlmly a National Advantage; this the Dutch 
know, and feel the Sweets of, for they were fo-' 
for from being, likq us, frightened at the Aniount; 
of the Imports, ov tke Over-balance above, though- 
vailtly foperior to ours, that neither the laft French 
War, aor the Intreaties of then* Allies, eoulcf 
p^fiiade them- to prohibit febat Trade; nay, they- 
are grown exceffively rich with double the Impor-* 
tation that we thought would beggar us* Sucb' 
dear Perceptions have the Butch o( Trade, and 
that Foundatioit of it. Freedom: Such Enemies 
are they to Prohibkions, or to give any Foreign- 
ers Monopolies agauift them, or to pay dearer ta 
Friends for what Enemies will fell them cheaper. > 
Therefore as the Dutch reap a Benefit by tbis' 
Trade, much more may the £»^/^, whole Na- 
tural Advantages, if difencumbered, are greater - 
than theirs. : . . 

To the Second I anfwer. It* i* notorious that 
foreign Ships frequdit the French Ports ^d tiike- 
in Ladings, ipme of iwhidi I preftmie^ arefo/ 
French Accompt ; but that we can get nothing 

front 
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from them by Freight, becaalb they vidual and 
maa cheaper thaa we, can arUe only from our: Wk 
Regulations ia Trade^ for our naluml A<i)W&lE^ett; 
are fiiperior to theka ia Navigftion; 

In the Sbippiagr Article the French are d«fic|m^ 

aad forced to buy of us to a large Amount yearly* 

. In the VUluaiHng-Artick the French are. defir. 

cicnt, and forced to buy in Ireland to a large A* 

mount yearly* 

TbeJe Ardcles bring fbme Profit to <Hir ov9Xt 
Beople^ and are attci^dk^ with ieine Glx^ges m 
tkeir TraoiportatioRi to the i^r^w^yCOn^qujeotlyi 
are. enhanced in Price toi.thfm. . ^ i j 

By o|ir Bountie$ we &fa|d) tKe f!ri!»^ witb : 
Wheat for Bi(ciik a& ab^nit pti. ^jC^iaiter^eap*: 
er than our own Pcople« Fide p. j^o* 
. Tl»t the French man cheaper thaa we^ I doi^i^ 
^ou^ they pay lefs W^ges ; for not being fo eit« 
Bert as we, they are forced to put more^JHfttid^ oxs; 
poard their Ship6> whereby &etr E^cpea^e^ af^ 
tnhanced by additional Wag«9 and Confixmptiofr 
of Stores } to which add the Advaacc of Infii^ce 
^v are forced to pay,: q$> Infiirer in geaerail wHt 
ander«wrke on French Sh^for £> towPrfltminflfta 
M on Etigii/h* 

Before the Prohibiticm of Irl/h ProTifioas^ we' 
XFifhialled cheaper . thaa ^ People^ and tM to 
both French and Dutcjh} and W4s that Monopoly^ 
with oar Taxes and Bounties^ taken, off, ^^ ^uld 
ht In the i&me State ^ befor •> con&^aefttly vfec-^ 
taal cheaper than either, 

. As CuAon\s aad Exciies enhance the Prices oC 
>^eceflaiie9» thay m^kjt, sdl Vi£h)aUuig and St(Dcea 
come dearer to our Owners of Ships. 
: AsCuftoms aad Excifei) -enbabee the Prices oi^ 
^eceffiuieSj they o^Uge the Sailor to demand high 
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/ We have more Sailors tbt^ the Frtndfy as 7f>* 
pears t>y the Lifts of Ships at foreign PcMts^ con*. : 
kquendy fhotild navigaie cheaper; for it is a 
Maxim m Tra4e, Ibtgriatir PUniy of Handsy thi. 

But this Benefit we ^defeat by our Havigatioit^' 
Adt, which gives the Sailors a Monopoly againft 
our Merchants, lb that on the leaft. Sport of Trade 
they extort exceffive Wages. 

Let thefe iU Regulations be removed, and will 
any one &y that the People who are Buyers of 
Slups, and Vi^hials for them, ean navigate cheap- 
er th^ the Sellers ? that the Pec^le who put the. 
moft JEiands on Board, and pay a high Tn&nince^. 
can navigate cheaper than thofe that pnt few^ 
Hands on Board, and can be infiired the cheapeft 
of any People ? that a Nation that has a kfs Num* < 
her of Saflors can navigate cheaper than anothet 
that has a greater? that a People dsat pay arbi«^ 
trary Taxes can navigate chejq>er than thofe that 
pay no Taxes at aU ? it cannot he. 
' As no People by their Natural Advantages c^n 
navigate (b dieap as we, £> no People are ena* 
bled to give fuch a Vent to their Growths^ Maou^ 
fadures and Imports as >fe, and thofr Nations 
that would give theirs the fame Vent muft employ 
our Shimming, or trade to Disadvantage « therefore 
we can force the .Bv^rrA either to give us Freights,* 
or ruin their Trade, ei^er of which muft- leflen 
their NavigaUonj Riches and Power> and io- 
creafespurs. 

To the Third I anfver, Thefe very Authors, 
in Page 15, reclcoii, that had the Duties 4n French 
Goods hetn hwond according to the Stipulations in tho 
Tnatf of CommirA made at Utrecht, our annual 
Confiimption of Frelich Linens would have been 
6oe,oeo/. bieing the greateft Amount of any on^ 
Article; this. Pbjeition therefore is a Miftake, 

occafioned 
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occafioned by an over 'Zeal ; for it appears by tfie 
fame Authors^ Vol, i. p. 283, that we ufed to im^^ 
fmrtfrom France feveral ntaffary jirtieks^ futh'ai 
PrufuSySaky Soap^^hreadi SiQ. 

I believe I need not prove Linens to be either^ 
ncceflary or convenient, fincc no body cdn deny 
it, therefore Franct produces Something that xve^- 
vrant, and until we- can gain the Maimfadhire of • 
it ourfelves (which the removing the Clogs* on ouft 
Trade only can efFeft) highly neceffary to be 
bought where cheapeft, which I prefiime - by die^. 
Quantities imported^ and rhe Prohibition, to have' 
been in France^ otheiSvife the Prohibition had been 
needlefs ; and if we raife the Price of Frmch1A'-^\ 
ncns tojr -Cuftoms to^excced other Foreign that are> 
dearer, I have proved in Page 115 th4t we diftref$ ' 
our whole Trade ; and in p. 10 1 that by a Free- 
Port Trade we muft gain that Manufadlure, at' 
leaft for our own Gonfumption, .^ "* 

. . I come now to a bold Attempt, and what at- 
firft View will ftartle moft People, and that is to : 
prove, that weie all our Taxes, Monopolies, and 
lU-jiKiged Laws removed, or, in odier Words, if' 
our Trade had no incuixil»'ance on it, but was 
9)ite free^ that then p|ir Trade to FranciroxSi be. 
tepe&ctal. ? 

. The Authors of the Brit'tjb Mmrthanty writing- 
againft the Treaty of Gommeree made with ^r^w^* 
a^ Utrecbi^ comjMate, that had the Duties W.French , 

Gaods been lowered^accotding to thofe Stipulations ^ we- fj 
Jbmid have paid to "ExzacQ yearly for £ .j * 

* iVine^ 450 ,.000 

,Brandyy 70,000 : 

Linen, '600,600 

A Paper f 30,000 

Siiiif 5oo>ooo 

. £ i>65o,ooa 
. . ^ Let 
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Let us examine how much df this Sum wc 
Ihould pay if our Trade was quite- free, 

As to the Wine -Article, ^ I agree, that being the 
inoft efte'emed of any in Europe, bur Importatioh 
might even exceed that^Slun, but great part of it' 
vrould be reduced by our Re«exportatfon ; £bt 
our natural Advantage^- being greater than the 
Dutch, we fhould give diofe Wines a greater Veot 
than they yere yet a1>le to do, and be die com^ 
mon Carriers of them, by which means our Fro* 
£ts and Freights would make our ownConfumpv 
tion come very eafy, -eafier than ever it yas^c^ 
Holland ; but to avoid ^ Objefbion, I wtU allow 
for that Expence the above Sum of 456^000 £ 

As to die Brandy -Article, that codld not catt 
us any thing ; for as our Rum caa be imported 
cheaper, and is more wholefome, our Coniismp^ 
tlon would 'be chiefly that, ib the Brandies hn^ 
|>orted would he chiefly for Re-exportation ; for 
whidi Reafon I cannot help thinking but thePfd* 
£ts and Freights muft greatly exceed our Goniiimp^ 
tion in Value. ^ » 

But there is 6ne Goniideiration that vnQ. reduce 
this wine- Article, and that is. That as it is not 
a perifliable Commodity, we fliould hoard up in 
cheap Times vaft Quan^ties, and ^heu the Mar^ 
kets were advanced by bad Seafbns, or crther Ac4 
cidents, make extraordinary Profits by die Stocks 
we had by us, which befides would be a great 
Benefit to our Navigation. 

As to the Linen, Paper, and Silk-Arttcles^ 
them I ftrike out entirely ,^ for by the Encourage- 
ment of our Trade we muft gain thofe Manufac** 
tures, as isproyed in p. 100; and for the fame 
Reafons we muft gain the Indigo and Gambrick 
Trades. 

Therefore 
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: Thewibie allthefe nrigb- 
ty confiuuptive InipQftttH 
^oUs are te«iced<kB7to di« 
iWiiic-ArticlejAoveof ^(^ A$ofi0% 

la V(^. t * p. 15, the Ab* 
tlton of riK Bri4/b Mff- 
chmt compute our yeaity 
£]^K>fts to Frtfoctf on dut 
J?«aoc jt only j£ aoo^oo^ 

.' Wbese&s i».p. J05, fcy 
« €yflott>*ho«rf<^ Aooompst 
liiejf publHh, vh^from Bfih* 
dtficlmas 1685 lii MlcbaeL- 
ma^ 1686, (in which toe 
^k^antiog tb^ Michaelmas 
Qoarter for DuU J^art" 
mmttk,miib^,WikMJfm:i) 
§ur Exports anmattsdu Si5>aia8 

; N* o. In thb^ Actdmt 
tbtm is no ^nieniSon either 
0f ibc Wxwd or Shtp-jAdJlir 
cles; the Com- Article a- 
mountsBiit to i4aS5i* is» 
the Hard-ware, un&r the 
Heads of Wrooght-Irony 
Glock^urcffk^ and Nails, z^ 
mounts :butta 1646?. i2f. 
6/. and the Tdiacao but 
to 2793/« 95* tid' .' 

In Vol. a, p. 238, they 
^lote Mr* Fsrtrey^ who 
Biirices onr annual Exports 
sunotts^to i>ooo, ooQ 

The Medium whereof is ^ Sji^r^ 

Th€ l?«/fA cannot be fuppofed to 
export lefs of their Frmb Imports 



I 



Dedine cfthe Forsicm Trade, t^j 

Brottgfat over ^571,741 
Azm the Amount of ivh«c Di Wk fays ' ^ 
xfae Over-balaace of i^r^ffr^ koii them^ 
we,; 2^250,000 /. ^vhkh is a very mo- ' 
derate Coimputadosi, for k maktBiheir 
annual Gonuuiiptioii hit fupertor to 
whatever EnginuPs was proved to be, 
amd moft be agfcat desd too oMch for 
ibat fiugal Fei^le; now the Frciriits, < 
iCbarges^ and Profits paid the Ar/d^ 
im that Re'expoitaiion camert be le<s ^ 

than 10 .^ £^iir. amouatisg to 
3125,000/. clear Gain to HaUand by- 
diatTrade* 

As the Natural Advantages of Bri» 
tain far exceed tfaofe of iMlemd, as vi^* 
pears p. 73, fo by a Free-Port Trade • 
fwe '• catinot be £tppbfe4 to gl^ a k& 
Vent to our FnnA Imports dicm the 
Dutch &d^ or. with Icfs Profit, there^ 
fote we mfay &fely add. to our' Hxporcs^ 
the Gsdii Holla$td received by Re-ex«- 
^orttng^Fn»lri'Goods> amoiin^g an- 
nually to 225,006 

- ■ - ^ 

• £ 79^77^9. 

\ From that mdft be dedu^d &e 

\!^e* Article . abof e, amoonting to 450,006 

III ^ I mifmmm^^ 

Therefore the annual Benefit to ^ 

Britain from France by . a Fxee-Port. 
Trade muft he at leaft ^^ 346»74ft 

Our Goods arc fo well manufaftured that thefr 
Neamefs recommends* them ievery where, notfiirig 
obftrufts them but their dear Price ; but was then: 
fiftitToiis Vahie once taken off, they would comt 
rheaper tftan ever they yet were, fo that our Ex- 
ports to Frmia would natui'alfy increafe, and 

might 
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inight exceed . leven Mr. Fortrey^s Computation of 
I Million per Arm. As we beat the Frknch'out of 
foreign Markets their Manufaffaires muft decay/ 
and of courfe they will want the greater Supply 
from us ; if they prohibit them by high Duties 
diey put themfelvcs in the Cafe of the Spaniards, 
p. 127. 

Here is, I think, Demonftration to thole that 
wifl open their Eyes, that Gnai-Brkmn, by diC- 
encumbering and makii^ its Trade • quke firee, 
cannot be hurt hf France, mttch lefs by any other 
Power in Europe^ but m«ft of neceiSty ^bold the 
firfl Rank in Trade. . ; . 

But now perhaps it will be faid, This favours of 
French DefignS,this Author is* a concealed French^ 
man, the French are already too powerful^ we 
muft take care. 

To this I anfwer, That Britain^ fliould be al- 
ways vigilmit over the DtGgas of France, but 
need not be afraid of her Power ; her wife Re- 
gulations in Trade ihould be the Objed):s we 
/hould keep our Eyes upon, and otit-do her if 
pofEble, or elfe as &e lifes we muft fink ; but 
it is our Comfort that our Remedy is always in 
our own Hands ; nor can there be any folid Rea- 
fon for the Nation's paying dearer to other Coun- 
tries for Goods we cobld buy cheaper in France : 
Would any wife Dealer in Lan/hn buy Goods of a 
i>i^/& Shopkeeper for 15 or 18^. when he could 
have the lame from a French Shopkeeper for i j. 
would he not confider that, by fo doing he (hotild 
empty his own Pockets the fooner, and that in 
the end he would greatly injure his Family by 
fuch Whims ? And ihaU this Nation commit an 
Abtirdlty that ftares every private Man in the 
Face ? Do our good Friends,, the Dutch y commit 
fuch a Blunder in favour of us ? They know their 
own Intcreft'too well, and have too good No- 
tions 
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tlons of Trade to do it. The prefent Power of 
France is indeed great, her DontMnioixs in Europ9 
mre bigger and more populous by at leaft j. than , 
ours^* but as her Naval Force cannot match tb« 
half of what we have, our Situation makes us the 
only one of her NcigMjours that need not fear 
lier; bcfides, her People are not in proportion fa 
.rich, her Colonics not fo extenfive and populous 
iats ours : But the certain way to be fecure is to be 
mote powerful, Aiat is, to extend our Trade as 
far as it is <:sq>able of; and as Reftraints Jiave 
proved its Ruin, to reje^l: iliem, and depend ox 
Treedom for Security, bidding Defiance ta the 
* Wrench -or smy Nation in Europe that took Umbrage 
at our exerting oiu: Natural Advantages. Before 
thcfe Taxes we were more powerful, why not fo 
again ? It is our own Fault if we are not. . By the 
Britijh MiiJ)antf Vol. 2, p. 232, the Exports of 
lEt2iSie^in 1658^ according ^o Z)^ ^/, were 

£ 6,750,000 

And b p. 314, the Exports of England 

in 1699 were 6> 788,009 

To whiA we may add the Value of the 
four Brandies of Trade gained by a 

, Free-iFort, v/^j^ p. 108, befides the 

other Ben^s not enumerated, 9,000,000 

£ 1 5,788,000 

Siq)pofe die B'tnch to havt now doubled their 
Trade of 1658, we can not only double the Va*. 
lue of ours of 1699, but more, as appears abov^: 
•Befides, the Pi^ogrefi we fhould make In Europe 
and in the Eaft-Indies by a Free Trade, and the 
Taft Improvements out* Colonics In America are 
capable of, muft increafe the Demand for our Ma- 
nufaftures beyond what was ever known. Le|: 
all tiiefe be duly confidcred, with the vaft Strength 
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of our Navy, tsA the Fear of the Pr4m<h Power 

miA y atUfh Uke a PhiMcmu Imperator fnaris f^ra 

£>omifUfi, is a Proverb a^^lied by Di Wil in liis 

Menmres to a King of Engkmi% let us examine 

whether llits RetHark <m tsfur Power wiU hold gQoa 

at thfo time. If Fratm How^ves iLaws by L^:i^ 

Britain cm now do it by Sea ; and in a link time 

the ^ei will eofloemand tiie Laftd^ for our Men oF 

War can tleftik>y Aeir Shipd^ iltieal^. dheir XJoaAs^ 

batter down thear Ports, and torn their Sfea-Port 

Towiots ; this muft vAjx ^eir Trade^ ad T^<^^ go^ 

fo muft their Money > iikd wiita the Mo^cy is %or^ 

the Arinies canjEiot be fiq^orred^they ^mift be 

drawn from the Uototries th^y iavpde^ or they 

will defej^ ra&er than p^ri^ wid^ tlnnger iftnr waat 

of Pay. Had wc pdhifd on ^ kte A^ar rally \sf 

our iFleets, we fliould have g^ven ^idoer Relief 

to our AHies^ faved our Moneys prevented a Loatl 

of D^s, and Ibon brought the ^ar to a condu- 

fion; for the ftrong Towns which we took in 

fiandersy With fo iltueb Edl^eiice of Blo€«d «ml 

Tre^e, muft have been abaa^ed ty the 

Fnnch Ti:oo|is far ^iiSbX df Pay, want cHf AsiiQ^i- 

nition and Provifioiiji aiid httve ISdleii inid etM^Al- 

iies Hands withdiit llrildng a ftroke^ m tt^ng 

only fuch a faint Heffiknce >as die (^leen of Hun- 

-garfs unpaid Tjroops and unpro^ded Towns did 

before wa granted her a Siddidy. . We have never 

yet exerted our nalurd Naval; Force ; had the 

jFrencb ever felt die fuUweightof it they would be 

more humble, they would not dare fo wantonly 

to invade our Allies on the Oontinqit, for fear of 

(Irawing down our Vengeance upon Aem* 

If SLuy Engl}fl>man fhovid be fo vapouiiih as to 
doubt whether Trade and Navigation can effed 
this, I 6cC«c him only to confider what a few 
Dutch Fifhing-towns were enabled thereby to do 
ia their Revolt from Spain, whofa J'owci was then 

the 
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ike Dvead of Eurc^e ;. t6e mig^ War$ thcjr 

walcaamed by^Sea and Land for Bfty-feven YteaijB 

xagaifift: t|iat Crovn^ wbidi at laft gave, iuch a 

iJ^oECk^ floid Rei^dioa to the Power of Spain as 

it faatli hot been fmcc able to recover. The ^yt- 

taoding aH the fame thnc their Trade all over this 

World, and making vaft Gosiquefte In both £a(l 

;^m&'^^*^\3Mt%f until they arofe to fitch a Pro* 

•dlg/^of Ekhes and Poirer/ that diey became the 

fi^ and: Tdrtor of all their Nei^oors.; an^ 

-that fiomib \&^ a flondition^ .that at the Unioji 

'of CTttisdity 9liiIkndorf> in his Introi^iiioA to 

•Ae ffiftotjr o# £ia:dpe, p. 226, fays, Th^y coin/ 

^d a Meddi, ^^ereiii their State was repreiented 

':)>yft SMp ^xAtfaoUt Sails or Rxidder left to' the 

■ Mc'rcjr <>£ Ae Waves, with this infcrip&on, hcerr 

ituiniqi(9fiuipriinU 

And will not Trade an ANjwigatioh have greater 

- Eie6t^Ki iliefe three Kln|dpnas, whofe Nat^al 

' Adramstg^ <9£ceed anyin Itirope I whq halite how 

a grater Ifaval Force m CkMnmifiion than iall its 

^atui^i EnemJea canqi^iea^nftitin a Twelvet^ 

month, and iroidd ^e but cKert it, fhonld h^d* 

,hf fiifilbr<iiieikitohafe a Hfhing-boat at Sea, or 

to ^ak' a Penny cheieon to pky Anmes to ixivadk 

iSieir KeigHbounGiv this 4s the ihorteft and. beft 

way to i^edttoe the exoiUiattt Pow«r of France, 

whidi, when diArefled on tto Sea* coafts, like ii 

biraan Body that hate oiie Part difeafed, will laa- 

guifh throughout, and afford an Of^ortnoity to 

its Neighbours to mabe eafy Ooiiquefts' upon it 

in their turn. 

There is a farther Gonfiderailon in ^anyin^ on 
a Frendi War by Sea only, and raining dieir 
^rade, and dji^t is, that what Trade they lolb 
we fliallget, for by haraffing thdr Coatts, their 
' Merchant-men could not, without g^eat Rifle, get 
<Mttorin; the Turkey, Eaft- India, and Sugar- 

G a Ti»<I«»' 



^* 



148 " j4n Essay on fheCdufes of this 

Trades would bci rendered impracticable to ihcm,' 
and the Bulk of tlieni fall into their Hands again? 
Every 100 1. that :we get by.iiippknting. them in 
Trade, or taking their Ships^ makes them fo mncjhi 
-weaker /to defend themfelves/ and we io much 
ffaronger to attack them, which is a double Da> 
'mage to them and a double Benefit to lis; now 
the ftronger our Attacks arc, and the weaker ow 
Enemy's Defaice, the fooner muft a /War ter<- 
minate to our Honour, which confirms a Remark 
I have often heard made^ That if i4 our In^ereft 
as Trcadcrs to have a .French War once in Seyen 
Years ; and the Spamards, wiiom we are viu:apa- 
ble of attacldng in any other m^amier with Sue* 
cefs, have a Proverb, Pa% con IfigaUtirrayc&nUdg 
el Mmdo Gwrria, Peace widi England and War 
with all the World ; fo fevercly did they fonneily 
feel the Effcasx)f;our Naval Tqi«C€. 

Our Prohibiiions and high ' Puties have AOt 
ruined the French, who make a greater Figure in 
Tiade, and empty our Pockets moce' than ever, 
fo that unlcfc wc have thereby improved olirTrades 
to other CouoMes, we are ia'a fine C<mdi<iQn. 

The Authors of the .Brilifli Merchant, . Vol. a, j 
p. 4/ mitingfagainfltbc /bamefulTretity ofGorn^ i 
mercemadc with France. dt l/trecht ia the Year \ 
1713, fay, We gain a MUlion ^very Year by the 
BaianqB of our Trade. fwilh Portug^ and Italy,,, 
and near, twice as much as that with Flanders, 
Germany, and Holland, and /hall we venture the 
lofing the Gain of thr^e Million^ ^very Year from 
thofe Countries, not for the fake of ^gaining,, hiit 
of lolmg a fourth MilHon every Year to France, 

Let us fee aow bow thefe advantageous Ba- 
lances have been fex^ed to ju? by high Guftoms ' 
and FxohibjiiQns.* 
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■ ' • • . .*. ■ 
By Caftaing*s Paper of Feb. 3. ^740^ 
London gav6to Genoa for the Dollar 54<1. t 
to Venice' for the Ducat Banco 5 1 d* ^ 
to Leghorn for the Dollar 50 d, f 

' By Sir Kaac Newton's Tables, 
Genoa, the Par is 54 d. 

-Lofs to England about j per Cent. 
Venice, the Par Is 49 d. '49^dec. 

-Lo(s to England about 3I per Cent. 
Leghorn^ the Par is 51 d. 69. 7, dec. 
..^Gain to England about 2 per Cent. 
' To Genoa and Venice the Balance is againflus, 
and favourable only a finall matter to Leghorn. 

Feb. 5, Y74<5f 
t^ondon gave to.Liiooii for the Millree 65 d.- 
The Par is 67' dec* 166 dec^ 
•*— Gain to England about 3^ per Cent, 
\ The Britifli^ Merchant Vol. 3. p. 107, infornw 
fls,. that in Ibme Years, ^'efl Cora was cheap 
here and dear in Portugal (he me«ns during the 
laft War) our Balance was (o very great, that not< 
withftanding we paid Suhfidies to the King of Por- 
tugal,, and paid for Troop,' there were alio vaft 
Sums fpt Suj^lies of our Annies in Vdentia an<f 
I Catalonia, yet ftill the Overbalance lay fo much 
[ againft them, that the Sxd^ange has been at 5 s« 
a d. and 5 s. a MiUfee. 

• Portugal is a conftaot Market fbc^Com, either 
from Britain or its American Colonies ; the latter^ 
together with Ireland, fupply it with VB(k Qnwti* 
ties of Provifions, great part of the Payments of . 
which centers in London i And though we have- 
no Suhfidies or Armies to pay, as in the fete War, 
j^t the Lilbon Exchange is fo far from falling to 

G J 5s. 
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5 s. or ^^. and 2 d. per Millree, that it has not 
for many Years been under '5 s* 4 d^' which can 
be oply owing to the DecUne of the Portugal 
Market for, our Manjufaftures, particularly Bie 
Woollen. Foreigners working cheaper fteal it 
away by degrees : Cloths between 8 and us. per 
Yard the Dutch fupply them with, and hfive beat 
out ours about that Price entirely, as has been 
obfenred before. . France begins to fupply them 
with fome \VoolIens, but to Italy /he fends vafl 
Quantities. Sq that it/^peai;^ by the Exchanges 
now, that not n^nch of 5 the fuppofed annual Gain 
of a Million from Porti^gal or Italy cap now re- 
main,' great part of the Portugal Gold brought* 
here, bemg for Dutch Account ; and the Moi- 
dorcs circulated for 2 d. -^ more than they are 
worth, by which the Nation Is cheated about | 
per Cent. 

Feb. 3,. 1 740. .' . 

London. gave the Pound Sterling to Antwerp 
fpi'35s. lod. 

The Par is 35s, 17 dec. Gain to England a* 
bout 2 per Gent. . . * ' ' 

London gave the Pound Sterling to Amfter* 
dam for 34s. 11 d. 

The Par is.368. 59dec. Lpf$ to England^^ 
about 4 \ f^f Crcnt. . 

,, Lolndon ^ye the Poti^, Stirling to Hamburgh 
for 33 s. li'd. J . .... ' .... . 

' The Par is 35 s. 17 dec. Lofe to England, 
2ihout.3^.per Cent. ,. - ^ .[ 

Londpjci exchanges with Norway, Sweden, and 
RuiTia, by tiie W^y of Hambiy-gh and Amfterdam. 
foihua G^e, who was alfo a Writer in th^ Britifii 
Merchaut, as, appears by. the Pre^ce ; in hh Trea- 
tife on Tfadc, pw^lifiied feveral years after, fup- 
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V 

Efe$, p. 1 7 S the Balanjce we pay tp Norway to 

Sweden. 240,000 

RufEa. 4o(>,c*P^ 

M ■' . ■■ £ 770, 0<H> 

He fiipp&fes/pu 1 74» *at we p^^ 
ft B^auce to Flanders of :%50,ooqT. 
bHt as the Exdumge tQ Ant^^e^p 
appears to be ildaKdirtag^ousy to 4- 
wid aU Exceplbasl ibaU %pofe 
ire g^ as xniictu 250, ooc^ 

The Inierrfl paid to Foreigners, 
^«jlu> ate Proprietors in Qur Funds, 
keing chiefly Batch » 49^^009^ 

* Neat annual Balance 4ue to ila* 

g^nd from Gezmany and Hpllan,4j» 
to niake ttk Bri]^ Merchant's CaU 

£ a^ooOfOQa 
• / » > 

Sui:k a formidahle Sum due to us yearly, z% 
j8p,9oo h muft make the Hamburgh and AmAer- 
dam Exchanges finsething at leaft m our Favours- 
Sot is it fi> ? Alas ! b appears by die Courfe and 
^ar of tiie Exdianges above, diat this Balance in 
pur Favour Is not only all' gone> hut that we have 
a Balance to nay putfidves, ip both Germany and 
Holland.; ana it cannot be a finall o^e nieither, 
iiiice-it makes 1^^ Exchange to both &i iQujch in< 
4i3r Disfa!0our. 

We are going headlong to Deftruiflibn^ith, car-^ 
i^g on Idling Trader with our Neighbours, and 
what has brought us to tfai$ low Ebb i certa^nlyf 
pur ExoiTes^ ^oftoma^. Prohibitions,, lU-judged; 
£.aws, Monopolies, and national D.cbt% ; tl^e 
^jjbe the Caufes*^; the EfieAsam loftrTrades, an<h 
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decaying Rents ; no quacking with the EfFefts wBl 
reftore us to a '(buna Conflitution and the'Cat^cft 
muft be removed or it is all loft Labour. . 

Before unloading our ManufaQures of the a- 
bovemcntioned Grievances) It would l>e an unac* 
countable Notion ("agreeable to Gee*/ Opinion j ta 
make our Ports free, but after thofe Political Fct* 
ters are taken ofF^ liaving fo ma^y fiiperior Ad*^ 
vantages^ nothing could be feared but by thofe 
who en^^ our Succefs : Our natural Advantages 
are fo great that they are the Foundation of great 
part of the Riches of oin* Rivals^ and that they- 
' may.n^a^e the greater Impreffion on the Reader's 
Memory, Page 73, where they are enqmeratedji 
ihould be here turned to ; and after that View, [ 
will any one doubt whether any foreisn Manu*' 
faifiurers can underwork a People untaxed,. &ee 
itom Oppreffions, and with fiicll Advantages ; it is 
an Affront to. the Briti/h Natibn to fuppofe it. We 
may rather fiippoie, that by fuch Blei&ngs, upon 
'every War ch* Calamity on the Continenlt, die 
declining Ivlanufadhtrers woidd By to thia Ai^tjun^ 
With their Arts, adding Wealth and^ Strength year- 
ly to the Nation^ We have afied.upon nairow .j 
Principles, as if the Trade of the World could "j 
be made fubiervient to our Reftridtons, which are '\ 
iiiconiHlent with its vety Nature^ and abvays throw 
it into a new Channel. Cufloms have been com-^ 
pared to a Tradefinan's firtting. up a Turnpike at - 
liis Door to raife Money on his Cnftomers, and j 
would it be' a wonder if tfaey contraAed their | 
PeaUngs with fo wrong -headed a Man? Sir WaU 
ter Raleigh's Remark on the Fate of Genoa Hilly 
proves this, which being formerly a Free-Poi«, 
was the Storehoufe of Italy, but fctting a Cuftom 
of 1 6 per Cent, on Goods impo^d, they loft* 
their Trade of foreign M^chandize to Leghorn, 
made a Free-Port by the Duke of Tufcany, which 

tontinuing 
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eoatlnuing (HIl free,: retains ite flourifliiog Condi- 
tion. If fiich a Duty ruined the Trade of Genoa,, 
t^bat will' become of ours that is loaded onibme 
i^des from' 50 to 100 per Cent. 

Monfieiir Colbert made Lewis the XlVth (b^ 
feniible of the Advantages accruihfl; by eafing, 
the- Trade of France,, that after declaring in tfae^ 
Introduction to the . Tariff of 1664,. that a larger 
Bounty fhould. be. eiven . to encourage Manu- 
faftures and Navigation, yet he lays not- fuch a. 
Strefs i^on the Bounties as . the lefTening the 
Duties on the Exports and Imports, which he 
calls the mofl effedual Means for die. refloring: 
of Trade ; what efieft they have had> the Ruin- 
of our Sugar, Turkey, Woollen, and Home* 
Fifhmg Trades declares. 

The French now permit the landing the Su- 
gars and Indico of their Colonies,, at Havre and- 
Bourdeaux for Re-exportation, Duty free. 

To conclude the Remarks on thefe ift and 
smI Articles. Whatever is neceflaiy, for Life or 
Manufaftures-, we fhould fludy tO let our People 
have in the cheapeft manner, that the Poor may 
maintain themielves by their Labour without 
burdening the Rich, and.raife Taxes only on the 
I^uxurious ; and, if low Prices rather prevent 
than encourage the Coiifumption of foreign Va- 
nities, why ihould we recommend them by rai- 
iing ai?.,f:fleem for them with high Cufloms ? 
Let us politically, like' the wife Dutch, tempt 
Foreigners to encourage, our .Manufaftures, pay 
our Ships Freights, and to our Merchants Com- 
mlfltpn, apd. Ware-houfc-rent for the Goods* 
they lodge here upon. Speculation ; no Con- 
cern of ours what they are, we muft get by them, % 
fo ihall our Poor have full . Employment, o ir * 
c;ountry become the, Storelxoufe, and our SaiLrs- 
the' C;uners of the World. . 

^.5 Thiid N 
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Third PROPOSAL. 

t ' ' 

r 

Te aboiifli oar Monopolies^ tihfte Ireland^ and 
put ail the Subjeds of tfa^fe three Kingdoms an 
theiame Footing in Trafc. 

By aboliibing Monopolies^ I only mean all ex* 
clufive Trades, not to prevent any from Trading 
with a large jomt Stock nrho cboofe ie, but that 
every one fiiould trade in tbieiiianner faefoond moft 
beneficial. 

Of the Benefits arifing by sdjfoIHhing Monopo- 
lies. (ifc. 

Firft, It will increafe Trade. 

By rcftoring our People to their natural Rights^ 
and alloAvhig them to gain, by their {nduftiy, an 
liongft Livelihood, wherever they can find it. 

' By prevcntingany Set of People from combi- 
ning together to raife extravagant Wages for La- 
hour, or Prices of Goods. 

By furnilhfng us with the ehcapeft Neceffaries 
and at the cfaeapdl Freights, the Market being 
©pen for all. 

By taking away fitmi our Goods all their pre- 
feiTt fiAitious Value, whereby their Cheapnefimuft 
prddigioufly increafe their Want; efpedally the ^ 
Woollens, whereby the Price of Wool will be 5 
raifcd> and its Smuggling prevented. .1 

By leffening the French and Dutch Woollen - 
Trades, in depriving the People of our Wool to 
aflbrt their Goods. 

By extending our -Commerce to three-quarter 
Parts of the Globe, where it now languiflics. 

By ruining all foreign Eaft^India Companies 
who could not fupport themfclves againft our Frec- 

Tradersv . - , _ " 

By-.wroafing the Number of Buyers at home 

for ilk Goods, confequently raife their Value i a 

Company being but one Buyer.. By 
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IBly hcresfing the Nitmbei* of Bujren abroad; 
ftriviCp ^^m P^e M^ leG^Jfp^mc^ ihsin Com- 

fsinm anf BMftiing; 91^^^ o^§ ^ii^tksr^ iimft felt 

iS^r reaftnaWp Prp^f^/wA^fofe/ 4 ^^^j^ior^ Vent is 
giyi 11 tp qyr^ QoQdir. 
By &\mism ib« -UcrrlDgrFI^rjr, jR>ri the Rca* 

Bjr iiK:rpi0iQ( ovir KfHiptiDO ya% ; fi^r by ^h© 
T?i!mTfi aod *y HKiling th? Eitft- Jn4m airf Tur- 
key Trades, tiHrm^f.^Wf^W^ ^ cmj^fi^ where 
one b now-. Tlier^^gp ^l^vii t^nty Bciyatp Ships 
to Africa, tp .qne ^^. fj^n^ny wias« 

By ppening tfie Wpdl^-I'r^de of' IrelM* that 
qf Bi^iUm l^Kii leccire ^^pefit {^hqpgh the contrary' 
is tbeicoainienOpinion)«f.hicb I BiH>V^thWif<^ppofi^i* 
one Pack of Iri^ Wpql qf drl. yaiac».tp loake (burr 
GlotbSi. that Piok of Wool being Sjinuggled : ta» 
France wor ka up rtifp Piplcs of Fr^^ich W90I nut«- 
kingakogeihertwe^e Glotb?^. 

A Pick of Irifli^ Wopt^ SmugsM to 

France, hiniefs the Sale of t|relye^l|)gli(h > 
Gioths, , fuppo6j% the IB of 6:1, Valii^i eacbj 

prevents the ctrcula(ing qf- jC 7*- 

A. RuJc of Wpql Manufii^iired infre* 
land, can hinder the $ak^ but of ifour £ng«> 
lifh Cloths at.6 L eacii i cat prevent tte 
circulating but qfi 14^ 

The DtSerence is ^^ 48 
It is computed that one Third of what 
Ireland gets centers h<art at J4ft;. which oa 
the four Cl(9ths at 6i. each, suking 24L is 8' 

t The Benefit that England leceives by c«* 

very Pack of Wool qjanufaaured in Ire* — — 
liind, jnftead of being vm to Fniace, is > £ 56 
^, The Wool of France is too coarfe tomanufac- 
^ ture for Exportation, bat being mixtwithj Irifli, 
^ Jaakes fakablc Cloth i every four Cloths exported 

froQi* 
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from Ireland as above, ftops the Exportation of' 
twelve French Cloths ; the iforeign Confumptioii ; 
is fliil the fame, let who will fupply the Market : 
Ireland , can export no more Manufa£);ure$ of oiir 
Sorts than it grows Wool, for were the Etiglifti 
untaxed, and unmonopolized, they would manu- ' 
fkdtura air their own Wool ; if twelve Cloths are 
wahted'at any Market, and Ireland can fupply but 
four, and France for want of Irifli Wooli not 
any ; Britain muft fupply the remaining eight. 

By an Uni^n with Ireland, the Taxes oii Bri- 
tain will be ieflened for the prefent, whereby they 
will contribute to make our Goods ftill cheaper,' 
coBfequcntly more vendible : The Irilh now pay 
lio Taxes to the general, but only to their prWate 
Suppbrt : whereas, the greater the Nuihbier of 
People are by whom a Sum is to be raifed, the 
lighter it falls -on each ; and the more the Iriih j 
flouriflied on the Dcftrudion of the French Tirade, 
the more would they ^ enabled to eafe the Taxes 
of the People m general, whercby'all being on the 
fame happy ..Footing, no Difcontent tould ariff*,: 
but a general Improvement fprcad o^er the three : 
Kingdoms, without Prejudice to each other; < '| 
Secondly, It will cniploy our Poor. .J 

' This is a Confequence of the laft Remark, for the * 
more Manufaaures, Navigation, and iFilhcries 
ftourilh, the greater Emploj^ment they, provide for 

the Poor.^ « . , « , 

Thirdly, It will increafe tlie Stock of People. . 

" This is a Confequence of the firft Remark, for 

whevever Trade is TOoft free, the People flock; if 

the Door be opened to receive, whatever Sailors, 

FiCbermcn, and ManufaSurers wc wanj, mil be 

drawn in, '- 

Fourthly, It will ihcrcafe our Riches. > . 
This is a Confequence of the foregoing Remarks, 

for the abolilhing Monopolies making our Goods 

cheaper, 
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cheaper, and at the fame time opening. the Ti'ado 
of the whole Wbrld to vend them in ; Foreigners 
inuft be more indebted to us, and the People ^ha^ 
flock hexe teaching us new Manufa£lures, or im- 
pi^viog fosie of thofii w^ already have; bur Wants 
muft grpw kfs, and the general Balance of Trade 
b^ brought. more ip our Favour^ 

By opening the Trade of Ireland; which Cbun* 
try being ^cr poor to give it the Extent it is capa- 
ble of. muft therefore be carried on for Years to 
come by Ehgliih Stocks, coniequently a great part 
of the Profit of it muft ^U into the Hands of the 
Englilh Merchants ; add. to which, that about one- 
Third of what Iceland gets, is fent here for Goods, 
Or fpent by Abfentees, therefore the richer Ireland 
grows, the richer'muft Britain become. 

Fifthly, It will increafe the Value of our Lands. 

This is a Confequence of all the above Remarks^- 
for whatever caufes Trade, employs our Poor, in- 
creafes the Stock of People, and increafes oup 
^ Riches, muft increafe the Value of our Lands ; for 
the Proof of which <he Reader is referred, to Page 

I , The abolifliing Monopolies b proved tct be the 

f Caufe of Trade, which is |he Caufe of all other 

Remarks ; therefore th&abolifliing Monopolies is a 

great Increafer of the Value of Lands. 
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Fourth PROPOSAL. 

' " ' . * 

To withdraw the Bounties on exported Corn^. .i 

and to ere£t.publick Magazines of Corn in every j 

County. ^ 

Having (hewn the Prejudice we do our Trade in 
feeding Foreigners cheaper by Bounties than our 
own People, and that the Pretence of keeping up 
.thc^ Value of Lands by any ^Method that hurts. 
Trade muft prove falhcious/l {hall now Ihew 

ho^ 



hovr tbeir Vi^Iue ma/ be kq)t up without a&j^- 
Bounties^ vk. " 

By periQiitiM c^ch Cdiintj to form aCDrnpany 
at too 1. eapb $hare>. (0 treSt Magaziacs of ^ra^. 
' to be managed, b^ twdteor more Direftoit, i pare 
of whom, to gp^OttC yearlj, uncapable ever to bq. 
eltSttd again^, tfaeir Shares to remain one l^r un- 
fold after tber go opt, as a Security for their paft- 
G6ndu<SK 

No Parfon capable of beiAg chofe a ]>ire£koc^ 
who 18 not pofleiledpf Ten Shares^ 

£irery Share to h^ve z VMe for Dire^rs^ 
That'the&ocl^ be not lefi than. one Quarter^ of: 
Wheat, for each Head, 'm: tbt>. GoiHUty, after' tbei- 
Cdmputttionof-S Berfonstoeach Hdu(^. 

That they never tiuy bia^atr24 s. per Quarter ofV 
Wheat precifely.. 

• That they never fell but at 36 s. per Quarter of : 
Wheat predfely. 

' Except that to prevent its S{K>iKng,. with* the • 
Cdnfent of a General Courts, they may fell the. 
old Corn^^and replace the fame Quantity of 'new. 
That they never fell but td the Mifkrs of the 
County, who ftiaU give Security to grind the; 
Wheat and net export the Flour. 

That they never feM more per Wee.k than the- 
5id part of the Corathey have in the Magazines 
at the time of opening. 

That their General- Courts be impowered to ^ 
enaft By-Laws. . * J 

Of the Benefits arifing by ereSing publick Ma- 3 
gazines of Corn. ^ ■ 

T. It will increafe Trade. . 
JBy creating this new Branch which we never' 
yet had, and by which the Dutch reap great Ad- 
vantage, and it connot fail anfwering the fame to 
us ; for with regard to the Proprietors it may be^ 
©bfcrycd, That this is a folid Tratie, nor liable to 

Seizures 
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Seizures at the Caprice of foreign Princes^ to Cap- 
tares by Prtvateerst to Storms and Shipwrecks a( 
S^9 XX to the Frauds pf Officers in ceroote Coun<* 
tries ^ hei« th^ ProvijJents M«ho fiore up (he £x«- 
cefs of thft Bountus$ of Nature ^gaioft the unavoid- 
ablfl Calamities of bad .Seafops» iKifides the Plea- 
fure of feeing our own People; fully fupplied> whilft^ 
our N^i^faoura arc coiaplaitiingi will be benefitied 
in their Incomesy itot-by {ciodic^ the Faces of the- 
Boor, but bjr preirentit% ^betr Miferies | and. 2^ 
Com is feldom many Yeara (ogetber under 36 a. the 
Magazines may pay bcttter Intneft %h^ any pf our 
pretent Funds. 

By rendering all our other li^wi relajtjog to the 
Importing, Eogroffing^ Exporting, CfTr.of Corn^ 
noedlc6 r ^r when tte .fi^itjou^ Value of our 
Goods is taken away, we can raif<$ Corn a^ cheap 
or cheaper than our. Ndgbbours^ therefore none 
can be imposted for our own CondupRiptipn to iink 
the Value jof ourLftods, butosdy upon Specplation 
for better Markets .abroa4» which a Free- Port 
Trade giving Encouragement %<h ^f^ ^uld have 
thereby more Cora in more Hands in the Nation 
' than at pcefent, confequeotly be Ie& %b|e to be 
I impofed on by Ertgrofibrs, )vho even could afford 
I to lell to our own People 10 lOr 15 per Cent chea- 
per than to Fotreigners by the Freight, Charges^ 
and Ri(k being fay^d $ and when any Demand^ 
happens, having not only our own pubiiick Maga- 
zines for x)ur own Supply, hMt alfo more private 
Granariesv the Exportation of Corn^ fo far from 
being dangerous, mu:(l create a Trade yaAly bene^ 
ficial. 

By encDumging ManufaAures, aa beipg a means 
to keep Labour low ^ for as the Income mail bear 
its Proportion to ihc pecefiary Expence, when 
Corn in bad Years is dear with our Ncigjjbours, 
4hcir Labcur, and confequently tHeir ManuTadures, . 

muft 
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mttft gro^Kr dear in proportion ; whilft our owai 
People being fupplted cheap from the Magazines^ 
arc abte by cheap- Labour to bring their Manu-j 
fa£lure8cheap to Market) whdreby they make their; 
way againft Foreigners, and eftaUifli a Reputatioa^ 
difficult to b& removed. 

By encouraging our NaiHgatieni; for as Freights; 
muft bear a proportion' to. the Skip'^s Expence,. f»4 
by this'Method otjr Sbip-Ownert in general .will, 
be furniihed with Bifcutt cheaper than dther^Erench* 
or Dutch, and • the cheaper our jFis^ts the more . 
of the Carrying-Trade muft we get.;, befides the^ 
ilnportation^ of Corii opon Sj»ectt2ation for better 
Markets, and its Re-exportation when theMarkets% 
areadtaneed> muft' give- conftaatEmpk^ypii^t ta^ 
a vaft^mraiber of ShipSfc 

a. k' wtft employ our Pow. 

This » a Confequetfce of- the liaflr Ilen»rk> for^. 
the cheaper Labour can be performed, the morecon* - 
ftant E^midoyment virilLbe found ; and this being: 
a' means to feed the Poor cheaper in Times of Scar* 
cfty than^Foreigners> can give no pretence of rai-- 
fing their Wages above them >, but the Miferies the 
Poor now fufier in hard W inters beJn a great mea- : 
fbre prevented, and the Granaries and Gorn-Ti;ade; 
will furnifli Empteyment to great nambers of Sai* • 
lors. Watermen, Galrmen, &^. {tfr. 

It will increafe the Stock of fieoplew. 
'his is a Confequeiice of the encouragmg Trade.- 
attd employing the Pdor^ as has been before proved^ . 
to which may be added, T^hat an Times ^ Scar- > 
city produce Difiempers which carry oft greats 
Numbers of' People, whereas this will prevent that - 
Calamity, confequently prefervemany jLives ; and: 
the better the Means of Living are in any Coun* 
try, the more People will be drawn in to partakr- 
©I them. , V . 

4. It 
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4.. It will incrcafe our I^iches, 

By bringing in vaft Sums of Money in Icarce 
Years from Forejitiers. : Sir ^alur Rabigh, in his 
Obfervations on Trade, prefented to King Jaims I. 
Iiys, That Ao^fterdum is;never^kb^t. 700^000 
Quarters of G>rn ; a Dearth in England, Fnuice,! 
luly, or Portugal, is truely obferved to . enrich 
J^oUand for feven Years a^ter ; tbat in a Searcirf ^ 
of Corn in his Time, the Hamburghers, Embde- 
Mrs, and'Dmth, out of theirStfreboules fuimifli- 
ed this Kingdom^ ^nd from .Southampton^ Dxeter, 
and Briftol, in a Year and^ a balf» carried away: 
near 200,000 A and he computes their Supp^ tbea: 
toe the whole Kingdom Girried awsiy Tw6 MUIions. 
Had Magazines of Corii f^n ere^d f^m^ Years 
ago, what immenfe Sums might we not havf 
brought into the Nation m the Year 7740 ? 

^ It i;ri)l jncr^afe the Value of our Lands* 

The h a €>>nfequence ofaff the above.Remarksi- 
. ^whatever caufes Trade, employs our Poor, 
V increaib the Stock of People, and increafes our.: 
'Riches, mnft increafe the Value of our Lands, for 
> the Proof of which the Reader is referred to Page^^ 
I ijri. 

The erediog Publick Ms^«ines of Corn is 
pvoved to be the Caufe of Tvadt^ whi^h is the 
Caufe of all the other Remarks \ therefore the . 
ere^ng Publick IVl^aKinos of Corn i^ a great la* 
creafer of the Valdeof Lands., -. . . .,^ 

This Propofal will prevent the Price of Wheat : 
from ever finking fo low |w to ntin riie Farmer, 
but on the contrary, keep up a gpod Price that . 
mufl" even increafe ^ the piefait natusal Value oi our . 
Land ; 24 s. pj^ Quaj^r of Wheat, Ti|xes, i^c, . 
taken off*,, bemg as good a Price as t6 >« now^ if 
not better ; at which laft Price if. Wheat could ha i 
JVspt lioWf the Value of our Lands wouFd rif^ 

coa- 
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confiderabty, ccmfequently muft do the fame wfam 
a Price equivalent ta it is conftamly preierved^ 

Fifth PR P^PQS A^L. 

To difcdnrage Idlenefs by weV fe{;uhiting «iwar 
Poor, 

Sir JofiMb ChUdfs Stbeme in his B^^tfi on Trade^ 
Cbap» 2f (eem^ytrf conducire to lhis> with fbme 
fcw Additions. . 

Tliat thefe be a Corporation eftftblifiied in every* 
G6UQty for regulating the Poor, to oonfift ef Fifty 
Pprfons with perpetual Sttcceffion> t^ be Mled Fa- 
thers ot the Poor. 

That the faid Number of fifty be eonl^tty Bt- 
M up by the Eleftion of the Ffeeboldera once a 
Year. 

That all the Parifli OfBcers wttbin each Comi^ 
be fubordinate and aeeounteblo to their refpe^ve , 
Corporaiiom. • - . 

That the faid Corporations have power to aflefii i 
and Compel thePaymeift from eveiyParifli In tbeir 
Cofinty of' the Medium cmF the Ppor^a Rates raifed 
in the three Years preceding. 

That TO part of the (aid Sum be abated yearly^^ 
vntii the whole in ten Years time be done away,, 
and the Poor afaiotained by the Donatictis of the 
Charitable only. 

' That eachr GorponKion do ;i|{point a Treafurer 
to receive the Alms. of all charitably di4>ofed Per- • 

That the faid Corporatbns have power* to poisp. J 
chafe I^nds^ ereBt Workhoufes, Hofpitals, Work-* * 1 
iiig- Schools, Houfes of CorneSion, and to exerciA^'. 
aH other Powers relating to thcPoor, that aflf i 
I^umber of Jufticfs of the Peace may now do in. 
their Quartcr-^efiions^ or otberwife^ 
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That. they receive none but Infants, and Per* 
(odi well recommended fE>r their 'j^igeaceaad So« 
bricttr, a5 proper Objefls, 

Tfaa( each of the ford fathers of IhePoor Imwi 
fbv^d to c^niimit any Vagrant,' or* Affftm not; 
having a rifibteEfbte' or ThKie^ *aiid^'tbelr bwa* 
diibrderly Poor, to the County Goal. ' 

That the faid Commitments be bailable. " 

• That Bt the Affixes &t tUeCounties the Verlbim' 
Names .ib committed be called over, and thofe who 
cannot give a good Accditift of thonfilveS'be Jtrati- 
il^rted Tor Ifaree Vears/ . 

' Tlia't the faid CorfK^ratiOns have power to ad*^' 
ipit as Menibers, havHig' equal Powdr With thofe^ 
defied, evieiy Ferfon paying inr ioo/.'to the Pbovs 
VR. ^ 

ThatSbven or nfioreFathers of the Poor do make' 
a Court. ' 

' That every Mintfter and Churcjh warden go to*' 
gether once a Yenr (b every tifoufe in their Papib 
to cbllea the Alms of charitably di^fed Bsrfons, 
catering the feme in a Boole. 

' That- the whole CoIIedion being made, the* 
Money be remitted to the Corporation the Parifli 
belongs to, with the faid Book figned by the faid 
Minifter and Churchwardens. 

* That all Money* givefn for the Poor be accouneed 
facred, a:nd that it be F^onj^ ta miiapply, conceal, 
lend, or convert it -to wy other U(ie or Purpofe 
whatfpeyer. . . V * 

That every Corporation do pViMifli its Acooiuits 
yearly. 

Tftat whatever the faid Corponaitions buy or 
want be publickly advertifed to the bweft Gm« 
tra^or. 

That whatever the iatd Coifioratioil^i^rp^x>f 
be advertifed to be foU by pUUicfc AudEion io the 
bcft Bidder. 

Tbit 
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. TlMtwhineva' tbey want Moncy^ or vditnfni^ 
a time of general Calamity brings on aa extraordi'^^ 
terjr Ckftiie, th^ lake care to give fwbUck NRs- 
tice. th0Mrf; to fttr up the Charity of aU ^od 
l^tmghX» felfevc theix diftrelled and ft^vio&Bn* 
tbrem 

m 

Of die Benefits ariiing by well regulitifig nuiFpor* 

■■ ■ • ■ ■ . 

- K It wjU mcreaiSr Tradfe* 
For our Poor feeing that no idle. \rag>;9Jtts can 
IWe here, but muft be tmn^rted^ and that none 
bttt thofe well rec^inoiended for ^their Diligence^ 
aad Sobriety can. be maintatnod l>y the Fathers of 
the Poor in Sickners or Old A^e, tbey muft of ne-^ 
ceffity become frii^, induftriouB, and work at 
liich Prices as Trade will afford ; not*fpend half of 
their W^^cs 1ft I^iilk (as the Brittfi) IMlercbattf^ 
Vol. I. p. 7. aflerts it to be well knQwn ours do) 
Hfhereii^.iio >Xa|io» can outf rival us on account of 
the Plenty of Provifion? of all ibrts. that our Coun- 
tiy abounds with, a^d its Natural Advantages for 
Trade fuprrjor to anjn Nation^ the Exemption 
fipna O^prefiion> by: Ti^esj^ tiie Advantage of 4 
Free-Port, and other good Reg^latipns offered by 
tkefe PropoTak \ fo. tjb%t oar, Poor,. .by abating their 
I^uxury and Idleoefs^. wiUb^ia^fe tawork as cheap 
as any^ People^ ^e Con^men^epf which iaa cer- 
tain Increafe of Trade* ' ^ * 

Mf taking ot oiur burd^nfome and un|u{{ Poors 
Rates on the Induftrious* who how maintain thcL 
Idle, our Goods will become cheaper, coafequentiy ' 

more, vcodible. . ^ 

2. It will' empFny our Foor^ 

This i^;acCoiifeiyuetf9e of the la^ RemarW ; for 
M it is o^taiiL th^t tbey who bring their Goods;j 
the cheapeft to Market will have the oioft Trade,, 
fotlhoib that work the cheapeft rauft hai^e themoft 

. Empbymentii 
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\" JEmpIoyment ; for i. It will be more conSant hf 

V teing cheaper, a. Though they receive a "left 

^ number ^f Pertcc for Wages, yet they wiH be mofc 

d Valuable by the Prices of Neceflfaries beixig fredl 

r Yrpm Taxes witli their Confdjueiic6s. 3. Thfe 

p6oir bemg by thilPropofal hiurecl to Labour zti^ 

«efliained from Idleners, they will work more ami 

^ fbend Itb, therefore be ena1>1ed to lay ui^^ better 

xro^jfion for their FamiKes than they now 60. 

3: It will increaft the Stock of People. 

^ Though thislias teen proved before to be a rertaih 

Qi Confequence of ^e two forme^iHtmarks^ yet i% 

•K Ibmi: People, out of a "folfe Tendernefs; may thiiA: 

■s& that the tranTportihg of many Yagraifts m^y d^po-* 

iT. |>ulate the Nation, I fliall endeavour to fltew tlbe 

af contrary. . 

iv I. Menefi is the Rdbtt:^ all Evil, and two 6f 

if: tHe PuiiilhmentB ctf Evil-doers with us are Hanging 

.}• .and'Tranff^b^tion, fo that lAenefi deprives m of 

i\ itiany People ; \stxt thii Prdpofal tend^ing in its n^* 

> j. ture to make our People frugal and induttrious, will 

I pfeTefVe and favemany from.thofe twci Calanrities. 

a. I^lenefs brings on Want, Difeafts, Deaths 

and thins a Nation ; but Frugality and Induft^ 

caiife Plenty, Health,' Long-life,- and people a 

Country. . ,. . , ; 

3. Idleneli difaWes Men from fupportinB; '^ Fa- 
^nily, therefore prevents Marriage 5 FrngaTity and 
Induftry enable Men to iffiarry and ftock'a Countfy 
with People. 

4. If this Propofel drives away the Idle fo much 
^e better, they are a Burden inftead of a Benefit 
to the Community; it will ftipply their Places by 
iiicreafing Trade with more deferving People from 

t our Neighbours, agreeable to this Maxim^ * Such 
Y^ '*. as vour Employment 15 for People, 'fo many will 
• * your People be.' 

• . S, When 
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^ When our P^ple fee that Idlenefs is deemed 
rlme^ and p^nilbed accordingly^ but that F^ru- 
l^y, and; tnduftry 'are yirtues, rewarded witk 
good Wages and a- comfortable Sul)fiftanoey a tho- 
•xoogh'Reibriiiatiba aiuift enkte' aoioBg tbepi, the 
Idle be fev* and this Ol^eSidn vgn^i^ 
4* it win increafe our Riches. 
This b a Coofequence of the other iReniark^ 
aod of the Propc^al • itfelf. Wjiicb tends to make 
. ^0ur People )ndu(trious i m' Hand ^ tU t)i$gint 
maieth riri^^ aiad the greater Aumb^r'df dijigeot 
tiands w^ have^ the inore Riches we thajl ^t. 
' kI It will increafe the Value of our' Lands, 

This is a Confequence of all the above Remarks % 
for whatever caufes Trade, *cm{>lby8 the Poor* in- 
^ ^ cr^afes the Stock of P^Aqple,* and Jncitafes bur RicK- 
' es^ rnvft mcreaife theValiie of our Lands ; '^r \hfi 
Proofe of which the ; Reader is referred to p*, i-i i . 
, . The well rcguJatipVour iPoor is prpv<?d to pe the 
*jbau{e of Trade> which is theGsufeorall the other i 
* Kemarks, therefore the well regulating oiir Poor is 1 
' a gr|B»t locreaier of the Value of Lands. ^ 

' UijeAm* But perhaps it will be faid. That th. 
, Poor beii^ left to fubuft on Charity only^ will be 
."ftarved.- .* ^' * - • • • ^ '''•'■/.; 
To this laniWer, That^the^FCi^tiiumberof fille 
Beggars we now volufttarily maintain, proves the 
contrary ; that jn all tiigaes of ^jKneral Calamities 
nmr Charity b eminent, zs'^xxjojtah Child favs i 
was after the Fire of LmdoHf and was found bui 
lately in the hard Winter ; befides, the Fathers ofj 
the roor hereby propofed being Perfons of Charac- 
ter and Fortune, will for theijr own Honour, by' 
their delicate Senfe of Publick Good, and their^ 
Love for true Charity, take care to di{lin|uifli ^ 
between the real and pretended Objedb of Want, '• 
by which the Numbers of the former will appear 
to be but few, and they by good Management 

maintained 
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JiiaifitaineGl at a fmall Expence, wAereby the Eiw 
ipottragemenrto Charity will be vaftly incre^ed b|r 
f^eople kfiowlhg certainly where to give tjieir Mo- 
J^tf to do {ood^ the w^nt of which certain Itaow* 
ledj^ is a <great l)ainp to our Chari^ at prefehh r 
XhereFore as we now maintain .volttntarily Bioijr 
}dle reople than really want, thefe can (c no douht 
but they will, when reduced to proper Objie£b 6n« 

ly, be-£ufficieot]ypcovi4cdfo]:« 

•'•' • ... 

^^ piopoJSAtJ : 

To make our SKrer the only current Lc^aS Mo- 
fte;« at a ^pced Slate^ and k( Gold find HU QwU 

Value, 

' • , . . . . ' • 

• • • 

Cf the Bef^fili arifing If ^Baking otir Sihn:r^ ilm 
4Mjy CBiiwt ligal Money. 

1. It will increafe Trade. 

By tidLidgaws^ the ill-iixed Proportionlbefweeii 
> cur Of44 tad Silver CMm, the Jatter being current 
I at near ^ fer Cent, kfd dian their Market- Value, 
I whioh peat Profit being removed,. moi« of it w0I 
Ijl T^main in the Nation for the Service of Trade, for 
V Money being th^Meaiure of Commerce, the mose 
of ir tfaeite is m a Nation, the quicker its Gircula- 
tion will be, which js the Life of Trade. 

2. It wiH employ our Poor. 
^. It will increafe the Stock of Beople* 
Thefe haviiig been alrea<hr proved to be the Cor-> 

j. fequences of the Increafe of Trade, the Reader is 
referred back to thefe Heads in the Remarks on the 
^foregoing Propofals. 

4* It will increafe pur Riches. 
By preventing Foreigners- from carrying away 
^j. our Gold and-Silv^r for Icfs than their real Value, 
** aad by keeping equal Proportions of them for tl^ 

Nation's 
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Nation^s Ufe i whereas now by having fuft^red 
Torcjgbcrs to ftealaway 109/, worth of our Silver 
for to pay themfelves only a 100/. Debt, our Sil* 
Ver Coin is grown exceeding fcarcc. ' 

Bjr taking the Advantage of 'getting .firom any 
Nation that keeps a fixed Proportion between its 
^old and Silver, either bf tbofe Metals that was 
current for lels than' its Market- Value, as Foretgii- 
ets now do by our Silver. 

5* It will increafb the Value of our Lands. 

This is a ^CoQftquem^ of all. the ab6ve Re- 
marks ; for '*i^batevt»r caliife» Trade, cmpk>ys our 
F^r^ incfeafes the Stock of People, and incrqifes 

r Riches, muft increafe the Value of our Lands ; 
the Proofi of which the Reader is referrad to 
p. III. 

The making out Silver the only current legal 

^Money is proved to be fte Cauft of Oracle, whtch 

is the Caufe of aU the other Rendaflcs ; therefore 

the making our Silver tbe only, current legal^Money .^ 

is a ercat fncreafer pf the Value of JLandtr. ' 

' Mr.- Lochj in his Cmjiderations of the Conjequm-^^ 

ees. $f Ai lowiring tff Inttreft and raijmg ibe rakte ot 

Mmiyy p. 167, remarks, that People would bel 

r^ady t6. fay,' * Would you have G^d kept out of 

'♦ En^niy or being here would you have it ufelefil 

'^. to Trade, and muft there be no Money made of 

* it? I anfwer. Quite the contrary. It is fit xhx 

* Kingdom fhouW make ufe of the Trcafure ii 

* has i it is neceflkry your Gold fhould be coined. 

* and have the King's Stamp upon it to fecure Mei 

* io receiving it, that there is fo much Gold 11 

* each Piece $ but it is riot neceffary that it flioul 
' have a fixed Value put on it by Publick Autho^S 
^ rity ; it is not convenient that it fliould in ita^ 

* varying Proportion have a fettled Price; let 

* Gold, asotherComiTio&itics/find its own Rate; 

* and when by the Kfng*s Iina*g« and Infcription, 

* ic 
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^ttT carries with it a publick AfTuranoe of its 

* Weight ajftdl Finenefs, -the Go|d fp coined will 

• ncv^r fail to-pafs at the kno^Vn Market-Rate** 



r Sevinih P R O P 9 S A L- 
' \ • . 

^ ■' • ' . , ; ' ■ * 

' ■ r - fc. 

. To prevent cxpenfive Law-Suits from ruining 
Traders, by ere^ng Court-Merchants in Trading- 
Towns, ' 

Sir Jofiah Childy in his excellent Book on Trade, 
has given a Scheme of a Court-Merchant for the 
Ccty of Zmdott, for the fpeedy, eafy, and cheap de- 
(Ciding of Differences between Merchants, Mafters 
of Ships, Seamen, ^f . ^iz, 

* That the Liverymen in their Common Hall 

* do choofe twelve Merchants for Judiciary Mei- 

* cliatits. * . 

* That ei^ry Year fix do go off in courfe, and 

* £.x new be chefe;. all the twelve old ones to be 

* put up, but only the fix that have the moft Votes 

* to continue. , 

* . * That any three make a Court. 

* That in any Cafe determined by a leis Num- 
^ J>er ^an feven there may foe an Appeal to fe veil or 

* more, which Appeal to be final/ 
Fordiexeft^ vi^ his ,3pok on Trade, p. 141. 

^ ^ Of the Benefits arifingby a Court-Merchant, 

;!• It Will tncreafe Trade. 
I ' By faying thofc vaft Sums of Money in Traders 

Pockets, to carry, on Trade, which are now taken 

from them ^ften to. their utter Ruin, by the Ex- 
i penfivenefs of Law-Proceedings. 
^ By faving that time for Bufincfs, which Traders 

wafte in attending dilatory Law-SuitS4 a Trader's 

time is his Breads 

^ H By 
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By inviting IVJen to become anci-continudMer-' 
chants, when Differences can to cheipif and eafliy 
fce decided. T \ /• i: i '. i 

By preventing Injuftice in Mailers of Ships, 
Frauds in Infuranow and Accounts, efp'iJcially in 
Partnerfliip, dilhonourable Tricks in Bargains, 
Bills of Exchange, fraudulent Bankruptcies, {fr^ 
far tlic Remedy being eafy, and no QtfibbJes.of Law 
for Shelter, but having always ikilful Judges tode-* 
4>lde Differences, Men would be deterred from at- 
tempting ViHalraes; and as the Reptrtatian of our: 
Honour grows high in the WorJd^ tibe>ibnder Fo- 
reigners will be of dealmg with us« * 

2. It will employ the Poor. * 

3. It will incrcafe the Stock of People. 

4. It will increafedUr Riclies. - - - 

* Thefe having been already proved to be the Con-' 
itquences of the Increafe of Trade, -the Reader Is 
referred back to thefe Heads, in' the Remarks oa* 
the foregoing Propofals. * '• ' *^.' 

5. It wiJl increafe the Value of ourLands* 
This is a Confequence of all the above- Remarks, 

for whatever caufes Trad€, employs, our Poor,* in- 
creafes the Stock of People, arid incr«k(te our 
Riches, muft increafe the Value of our Lands ; for' 
the Proofs of which, the Reader fe tef^rred to Page 
III. 

A Court-Mefcbantis proved to .be tHi C^fc tX. 
Trade^ which is the Caufe of all the other Remarks, 
therefore the erefling Court- M"crchants in Trading 
Towns is a great Increafer of the Value of Lands. 

• ■ * • • 

Eighth PROPOSAL. 

To pay off our Debts by publick Bonds, tearing 
Jntercft, negotiable by Indorfemcnt, and liquida-' 
ting part of our Debts yearly. ■ -• . 

i . That 
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That an Office be opened at the Bai^t for re-r 
ceiving Mopey froi|B any Peffoo or Perionsdefiring 
fKibU<ik 6on4^». which J^foney. to be appljed imme* 
diat«ly to pay-off our national redeemahJe Debts ^ 
tbofe th^t. bear; the highejft kate of Intefeft and are 
of theJofigeit ^^hding to be firft paid oiF. , 

t Th^it. Xht, faid ;Bonds^ for., the conveniency of 
Tfiije,.be foe ainy^Sums mt lower than 5 /. nos 
exceeding looo/, .... ^ 

TMt'tbtJr hp i^wjded into, ClaiTes according ta 
their Rates of Intereft. ^ 

Thai'(he iJiC\^b do/i9t.expe$4 % Millions Sterling, 

. . ^at 3 per Qut^ 

; '. •« .: ! ■ : - ;:- 4. Sit 2 i ptT Cerit^ 

3. : . 6 -at 2 ^r Cent. 

^ . . ^4... . .J..., > 8 zth^perCent^ 

,5 ]|0 zt 1 per Cent. 

. i 6 for.thcRtoAimkrof th^ Debtat i p^rC^ 

That the Bonds gf every Clafs be numbered,, 
i^ild the.Niifl^lrriS npver altpredV . 

That the Intere.ft be:payable at the Banic when- 
ever it be called for, and a new Bond given in the 
Name of the Pcrfon receiving it, with its original 
Ntitnbe^,- ftffd (the Date thelntere.d is paid to. 
.r That tbeBond^.be.negotjable by Indorfcment to 
any Creditor^ and for any Tax to the Government. 

That! the Bdndsfef |h^ Anwimt of both Princl- 
Ji'al ai*J IhtfAt&i be a l^ga^ vFeudpr; for any Tax,. 
Bill *f £*ccharige» J^te, pr js^ny Debt whatfpever, 
: Tliall'tv^b Millions. in tinjie of W^'r, and three 
MilUonain time of Peace b^ granted yearly by Par* 
Uamenf) 'oneMioiierf tp pay the Iirte;re(l of our re- 
deemable Debt! and. pui|%k/Bopd«j and the Re<^ 
4nftii)dec td Uqtiid^ce^beir C^pitaU 9a above. 

Thai, the «e<ieciiliibl^Pp]q^« i^eiiag all (;on,ver.te4 
Into .(faerabQv6)pi»bJi<k.BQndi^^ ithf S^rptos of the 
MoflejRgriuitaldjby iRarjra^lieist ^fter thelht^r^(l.iij 

paid, (to \fcc*jf pKcdi loJiqvid^tt jbaBpnJsj tl^^^? 
. . ' H % / that. 
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that bear the bigheft Rate of Intereft/and ^r^ of 
the longcft ftanding to be the firft paid ofF. 

That pubiick Notice be giYen in the Gajs^tt^ 
monthly, by (he Bank, as Money 'ai'ifes, hoW far 
they can pay ofF the Botids, fpectfy^ng the Nuni1>er 
of the Clafs, and Number of the Bdnd they pay 
to ; the Intereft on 'aH the included Numbers to 
\_ ceafc and determine at the eaipjrattoiv of thvec 
Months after fuch. Notice. 

That a Contrad be made with the Bank for the 
Charges of Management. 

That Accounts be dtelivered yearJy to Par li^ 
ment by the Bank. 

That a curious- Stamp be added to the Bonds;; 
for though their being negotiable by Indorfemenc 
only to Creditors-, may make Forgcryv difficulty 
yet too much Cautbn cannot be ufed to prevent it 
intirely^ and give the Bonds the greater Credits 

* 

Of the BenefitSL ariHng by paying off our. Debts by 

pubiick Bonds. 

» 

I. It will increafe Trade. • t 

By putting our Debts that have almoft ruinej 

ii9> on a Footing of being fpeedily paid off with 

Honour. 

By creating a Currency more valuable than our 
Coin, Money lying by brings in nothing, but all 
thefe Bonds pay femething ^ keeping, and I pre- 
fume that no Perfons (much lefs the Bank or the 
Bankers) would keep Money by them lying dead^ - j 
when they could have current Bonds that bore only \ j 
a half per Cent. Intereft ; would the Bank* wha ' 
are computed to have always a dead Caib of above 
one Million by them) l-dPiife making $oooL per 
Annttm Profit of it at a half ^r dnu ia Bonds ? 
could the DireAors anfwer to the.Proprietors the 
Negleil of not adding fuch a Sum yearly to thei^r 

ufual 
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Note that bore no^tereft, wJb€^>he*could have^ 

Bc^ftd^surcjfiDg A half ;/)^ ^^«?^ : and eqaally coave- 

nient; for ^.fijr Traded Jil^^uld ^s foon giveChaDgi^. 

for thefe, as for a Bank-rNot^ ? 

t . . By Increafing the Currency of the Nation j for 

as Trade, always J^mgn^flies w)iefe MoRcy is ibarcq, . 

: fo. the ^Betiefift fa^r tdfclqg off all Monopolies injgbt 

7 be defiated^ for W9M of i^rpper Qurrencj^ to, cariy 

rcMl the iflow .of Trade Itbfreby caufedj: wbefeaf,, 

< adding an Ihcreafis of Carrt^^, to »n' Increafe t^( 

'Trade, touft carry it tO a greater Height thanwc. 

. wcj yct.kpcw. , . w . -;.. . 

. By reducing the Intereft of Mboey, which is; a^ 
. great EncourageAtiit to Trade»^ hy foriping Peopie- 
i to. liiiiiifttyyVvi^ho. would otl^wife live idle qa tlpe- 
high Intereftiof their Moisey.;: where^ the latere^' 
of thefe Bondrfinktng^eiitlyto^ Degree too loyr- 
: to indulge People ia^ Idlenefi, the Poffeflgrs of thqai. 
who have not Lands to improve^ miift erther fii>d: 
out new Branches of Trade, or fli*dy to improve 
.the old; enter into Partnerfliip with Traders of* 
Experience^ or lend them their Money to trade 
with, wbereby , private Credit will be increafed»^ 
and our Tradersicnabled to buy at home wi(h ready 
Money, and fell at long Credit .abroad, which wiJl! 
make them fteal. away the Trade of alt thbfe Na- 
tions whofe'|ilgh Intereft will pot enable them tO' 
do the fame, and the lower the liitereft the more 
moderate Profits our Traders can confeent them- 
fe^eswit^ whet eby the Vent of ourGoods-muft 
be increafed 5 for was the natural Rate of Irttereft. 
at a per Gmt: a Trader who borrowed Mi^ney 
X would think 4 p^r Cmt. good Profit ; wberi^as he 
who barrows at 4 per Cent, cannot be fttisfi^d 
with lefs than 6 or 7, and muft neglect all Tradoi* 
that will not give that Profit, whicbthe DufS ^y 

H 3 tbfiitT 
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tfhcir lowlntereft'trc glad to undertake, and w6en 
our Cafe is the fame, fo (ball we. 

By making our People frugal ; for a low Rate ot 
Intercft forcing a low Profit in Trade, People's 
Expences muft grow more moderate, and the lefs 
we coniume the more we (ball have to fell, which 
is the mod folid way to make a Nation Rich. 

By gaining more Experience $ fior low Profits 
raifing Eftates flowly, Men cannot quk Bulinds 
fo foon for idle Country Lives. as they do now, but 
muft bring up their Children to their Bufinefs, in 
order to affift them in their old Age, which ma/ 

fo on to the fourth or fifth Generation, before an 
)ftate is raifed to turn Country Efquires upon» 
' whereby a fpreign Correfponde^cy with the beft 
■ Houfes, thcf Elnowtedge of proper Workmen, and 
the Char a£ters of Mafters of Ships, are fecured to 
the Son. by the 'Father's Experience, confequentljr 
from fuch a Foundation the utmoft SkiU in Trade 
muft be attained. . » . . 

2. It wilt employ our. Poor* 
3; It wiU increafe tbe Stock of People. • 
T*hefe having^ been already pnov^d to be the 
Confeqiiences of the Increafe of Trade, the Rea- 
der is referred back to thefe Heads in the Remarks 
Oil the foregoing Propofals.. r 
4. It will increafe our Riches. 
Not only as a«Confequence of the above Re- 
marks, but alfo by reducing thoie vaft Dividends 
the foreign Proprietors of Stocks have now remit-, 
ted to them, whereby more Money wiU be kept in 
the Nation. 1^ 

:. It wilrJhcreafe the Value of our Lands. 

*his is a Cbnfequence of all the above Remarks, 

for whatever caufes Trader employs our Poor, in- 

* creafes the Stock of People, and increafes our 

RSthes, muft- increafe the Value of our Lands; 

for 
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. tot the Proofs of which the Read<f is refer r^ to 
. Pt III. . . * 

The paying off our Debts by publkk Bonds is 
proved to be the Caufe of Trade, which is the 
Caufe of all the other jlemarks i therefore the pay- 
ing off our Debts by publick Bonds is a great In- 
creafer of (he Value of Laiuis, 

Befides.^ where plenty of Curiency is to be had, 
there it wiU be Arrowed by the Land* holders, 
:.«nd eropJJQyed in . d liferent Manures^ Cultures, 
Plantations, new ProduAs, whereby yearly Im- 
provements will be made, and when tt>e Corn 
Magazines' are compieatedy there being no other 
Employment for Money but in Trade or Lands, 
thofe.wbo did not underftand Trade, or cai'e to 
. tV'ft <heir Money to thofip who did, or who had 
r, Ved fuBiflent Eftates by it, muft become Purch^- 
fers of Land, which Number by increafing, muft 
. increafe their Value. ' : 

As by the Meafures now purfuing, thefe King-> 
. doms are this Year 1742, drained of 500,000 A 
for Subfidies to the .Queen of Hungary^ hear the 
fame Sum to maintain an Army in Flandersy and 
above 193,000/. iox Dan^i zvk^ Hejftansy making 
all together, 1,193,000 7. and unlefs a Peace 
enfues,' as great Di(burfements are likely to be 
made for fome Years to come^ which, confi- 
I dering the prefent Situation of our Trade, the Di- 
\ vidends remitted to the foreign Proprietors of our 
[ Stocks, and what our travelling Gentlemen fpend, 
^ muft make Money fo fcarce that the People will 
L not be able to fupport the Schemes of the MiniAry, 
p . but th^ Supplies muft -fall fhort, the Rate of Inte- 
reft rife. Trade decay, and Ufurers devour our 
^ Lands and Trade* 

\ Whereas by this Propofal, a Currency will be 

I efiabli/beid* to fupply the Place of the Sums we may 
r fend 
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fend^brf^ad, the I^iterefl of Money :b6 brdug^t 
down^ whereby the Government may raife'what- 
5 ever Sami they want at 3 /^ Cent. By the Plenty 
' of Bonds Trade will flouriihy Goods be fold chiefl; 
at Prompt- Payment or fbort Credit, whereby a 
•quick Circulation will be made, the feveral Bran- 
ches of the Revenue Jntreafcd, the Minifiry 

♦ Schemes Well- fuppof ted, the 'Bai^denr ctf the Wa 
»«^ade eafy to the Pcopk for the prefent,- and 4h 
.national Debts put in a way of foeirig liquidated s 

a cheap manner. ' 

: Ninth P R O P O S A L. 

To eficourage our Plantattdns lA raiiingGtowth* 

• by permitting their Exportation diredlj^ to ail 
Part of EuropS. • , 

Our Colonies in Afperka extend as far North 
and farther South than the Latitude ** of Europk 
and feem capable 6f raifing all the Europea 
•Growths ; they might' be. made ten times more ad 
vantageous to us than they now are, by confumin 
moft of our Manufadures, and turning the gene 
ral Balance of Trade with £«r^ greatly infavou 
of their Mother-Country, and be fixed on a Baf 
that will prevent their manufafturing or rebellin 
for Ages to cOme, ad - the following Method wi 
demon ftf ate. 

That all unmanufactured Growths whatfoevei 
anci Bar-Iron, may be Shipped in our Plantatiot 
\n America y on board any Ship belonging to Brit% 
SubjeSs, refiding in Great -Britain or Ireland^ thi 
has cleared Out in any Poft of the fame for o^ 
Plantations in America^ and may be carried' to an 
part m Europe dire<9:ly, provided the Mafter hi 
fore Clearance, takes out a Licence under th 
H^nds and Seals of thcComroiffioner9of the Cu^ 

torn 
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tonis^ or aiiy three of them (or if our Ports ait 
inade free^ under the Hands add Seals of the Mayor 
and two of the AldermenJ for loading and carry- 
ing >uninanufii£hired Growths and ftir^^Iron ac- 
cord ingly^ which Licence niuft be granted upon a 
Certi&ate of the Colkdor and Comptroller of the 
Port (or if our Ports are made free, of the Record** 
er or Town-Cierk) that BondJiaa beengiven that 
no . Maiiufa&ures (hall be taken on board at any 
Plantation, and that the Ship (hall proceed dicedly, 
with the; unmanufactured Growths, according te 
the Licence, and then proceed to Gnat- Britain or 
Irdand, before ihe returns to any Briti/b Planta- 
tion. . ... 

The other Regulations to be the fame as are 
now obferved, with Refpe£t to Rice (hipped ia 
Carolina or Georpa^ for foreign Ports. 
; Of the Benefits arising by encouraging our Plan- 
tations, in raifing Growths, by, permitting their 
Exportation diredly to any Pait of Eur^pf^ 

I. It will increaft Trade. 

By deftroying the Manufa£lures ereSed in our 
I'lantations, and caufing a prodigious Demand for 
our own. 

Becaufe the People in the Plantations, being 
tempted with a free Market for. their Growths all 
(Over Europe, will all betake themfelves to raife 
Ihem, to anfwer the. prodigious Demand of that 
extenftve Free Trade, and their Heads be quite 
taken off ffomManufa^ures,theonly thing in which 
b.ur Intereftcan claOi with theirs ;. for the Labour 
of their white People being at prefent very dear, 
if our Taxes, and Monopolies wicre taken, off, our 
Manufadures woiiU cpm^ chfaper to them than 
tb6y colild make them, confequently the raifing 
Growth^ would yield better Profit th^h Manufac- 
turing, the &X&M followed and the latter oegka- 

... cd. 
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ed, whereby Cargoes will be C!ontinuallyibippedx>ff 
for Ettropty and no Vcfiel being albwedto return 
without clearing out in .Great-Brltaim m Ireland^ 
vaft Numbers of. Shipi will be continually tloingof 
it, and they maft either retorn in ^Baiaft-, or tak« 
our Manufafiores/ which they will fdoner cbofe to 
do upoii the fmalleft Frofpefl of Advantage, than 
get nothing back^ whereby fbchaa Jnundacion of 
cheap manuiadfaired Goods at cheap Freights, Mrill 
be continually pouised m upon thetn, thatthdr owii 
will be quite cfampt^and in time forgot ^^faefidea^ 
there iiiuft be a large Imfprtation.of Ncgrioes to 
raife tbefe Growths in our Plantations^ aa4.of our 
Cloathing them accordingly* A great part of t^ 
Woollens Ibid in Portugal is for the Brasils^ and the* 
great Confumption of Woellens in ,the Bratcik is. 
by the Negroes, how much more then muftnot: 
the Confumption be in our Pkfitati<ms oh the 
Continent, that ard aH of them c^ldtc tl^ao. cto. 
Srasiils ?. .may not this be MA to he tranlplanting 
of Men for our Benefit, by tattrtg them from one 
Clrmate, whei-e by its heat they V/^ntiu>Ck>tMng,; 
ind car/ymg them to another w^iere they cannoj 
live without, nor- be fupplied by any but otff fd ves I' ; 
and theirs is Land enoirghinour Plantations to em •• 
ploy a ^greater Number of 'Slaves i&ha4Pi we can fffp^ ' 
ply wilh our Manufaftufc^, exbept wef import 
foreign Materials, and as .otot' northern Calories 
fupplythe.FrijyifA a'nd S^i*/}5&'P}antat^n8 with g«a 
Quantities of P/ov^flons, oiir Peoiple' would have 
thereby Opportunities to introduce the cheaper Ma-w . 
niSfafturifes of Bf'itaim^to >?rMch^the faving rhe high 
£^rfl^^ Duties would be viWy conducive. 
B/inafeafin^ ourNavigatidm " • -^ 
For theig'rekt Demand f6^ Negi^ muftem|>Icif 
more Ships in »the Afrkdn Tifade, and asoiipShipi 
wicii;. PlaniatiaA^Cargo€9> would- fwiUM in ^^e 

BaUkk i 
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Saltick and MediterroMflfi, fucb Numbers wanting 
to make foitiething back to Ga^t^Britifin: pr In- 
/««^,* wduld beat out the Shjf>% of other N$Kions 
hy lotv Freights, and. be tile cQOlmon 'Carriers of 
Europe y 6r they would barter away their Cargoes^ 
for whatever offered to affort the Univerfal Store*: 
iioufe of their Mother- Cbun try. 
< By preventifig the' People in ouv Plantations On 
the Continent rebelling for Ages to come. 

Becaufe having greater Freedoms itl Trade al-i 
lowed them than any otber.Na(iQj) in ftrr^ allows 
its-Colonies, they could not complain, of Oppref-. 
£ton, nor would, while their Trade was increaiing; * 
and the more It increafed., the ftronger Checks we 
ihould have on them to fecure their good Bebavt-* 
our ; for as our Sugar^Trade increafed,. by a Free 
Exportation being allowed the Iflands, the more. 
Negroes they would import, confeqoently want* 
t|ie more Proviftons from the Colonies on the Con- ^ 
tment to maintain them ; the greater Variety of< 
Growths the latter raifed the more the Briti/h and 
Irijb. Markets would take off. People are always * 
afraid of ofiending good Cuftomers, confequently 
the greater Damage they would receive by break- 
ing with us, die more quiet they would grow. The 

[ Xfiberty of a direfi; Exportation to the Baltici and 
Jlilr^a'rtf/irayiinitftinareafeth&ii! Trade vailly in 

: tbofe Seas, which Advantages to them would he 
intirely in our poWer to cut off ; the former by 
keeping Cruisers off the North- Iflands of S^^land, 
and the latter by Gibraltar \ fo that an Attempt to 

I be independent ol us vi^uld not only be contrary to 

I their Intereft, but dbwnrtgfat Madnefs. 

[ But if things contioue upon the ^^refenr footing, 
v;e oppreffing them, and they manufaSuring.and 
grumbling,' we camioti in Prudelice depend upon 
them long, confidering what vaft numbers of Fo* 
reigners go over yearly to fettle among them. 

2. It 
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a. It wiH employ our Poor. 

3. It will incrcafe the Stock of People. 
Tbefe having been already proved to be the Con« 

fequences of the Increafe of Trade, the Risader is 
referred back to thefe Heads in the Reoiarksoil the 
foregoing Propofab. . 

4. It will increafe our. Riches. 
' Not only as a Confequence of the abov^ Re* 

marks, but by our Plantations fuppiying part of 
thbfe Growths we now buy from Foreigners, . by 
their having a more convenient Navigation tathe 
Btihick and Mediterranean than they have to each 
c^her, by being cheap Ship- builders, by having 
Land for a Trifle, and by tbe^heap Labour of Ne- 
groes, they can fupply the Baltick with the Souths 
ern Growths cheaper than the People on the Atedi^ 
terraman, and this lail wkh the Northern Growths 
cheaper than the People on the Baltick ; the btter 
they already do in fome Articles, and befng oblig- 
ed to come and lay. out what (hey .get in their Mou- 
ther-Country for their Home-Supply, all the Car- 
goes they furniflied us and other Nations with, 
would be paid for in our own Manu&flures, where^ 
by we ihould have no occaiion to fend away our 
Money, but ihould preferve whatever we got, 
which, joined to a Free-Port Trade, cannot fail 
to turn the general Balance of Trade with Europe 
greatJy in our favour. 

5. It will increafe the Value of our Lands. 
This is a Confequence of ail' the above Remarks; 

for whatever cau(es Trade, employs our Poor, in- 
creafes the Stock of People,' and Increaies our 
Riches, mud increafe the Value of our Lands ; 
for the Proofs of which the Reader is referred to 
p. III. 

The encouraging our Plantations in raifing 
Growths, by permitthig their Exportation dircftly 
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to any part of Europe y is proved to be the Ciofe of 
Trade, which is the Ca-ufe of all the other Re- 
marks ; therefore the encouraging our- Plantations 
m raifing Growths, by permitting- their Exporta*- 
tion diredWy to any part of Europe, is a gleat i»-» 
creafer of tne Value of Lands, 

Tenih PROPOSAL. 

• - • 

To creft ^ Drawjng-Schoor at the Plibliek E)c- 

?ence, and not fuffer the French to be the only 
eopfe of Tdfte and Invention. 
If the French Artificers exceed u» in the Defigny 
it is owing chiefly to their Royal Drawing-School ^ 
but in th« Execution we exceed mofl: Nations^ 
which may be owing to our Workmen having: 
fcrved Ibnger Apprcnticfefliips than Foreigners. 
In Parhy before Bbys are put Apprentices^ tb- 
Trades- that reqtii re Invention, they are fen t to the 
King'is Drawing-School^ whereby they beconve 
early excellent Draftfmen : And I have beeii' 
rnformed, that when the Tradefmen want a Dc- 
*fign for any curious Work, they go to* the King's 
Drawing School and' propofe a Prize foF it; the- 
Youths art fet to work, and he whofe Draugiit tbc 
Workman takes has the Priao propofedv What 
excellent Defigns muft not they be that are formed 
by youthful Fancy, fpurred on with the Hope of 
"Reward, correfted and adapted to the Work by 
the mature Judgment of a Workman who* was; 
bred himfelf early to Drawing ? 

Of the Benefits arifing by erc^ I ng a- Dra wing- 
er School at the PublickExpence, 

r. It will increaffe our Trado. 
By improving the Genius of the People ; for as 
» Workman who has been bred a good Draftf- 
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man wiH \a more ingenious in a Bufmefa tihaf re« 
quires Skill in Drawing; th^n one ignorant of it». 
iQ his Work being better defigned, will improve 
the Ingenuity of his Appren|ice;j) who= Won't, beat 
to fee an ilUfancjed Piece of Work ; cdnfequently 
a Succeffion of ikilful Artifts will be raifed, whichi 
is of infinite Benefit to a Trading-Nation ; for 
unlefs the Workmariflbip of Goodsbe well fancied^ 
and Foreigners brought to think them falbionable,. 
they won't fkid a quick 'Sate*; whereas now we 
fend all our Cufh>mers to' pur Rival^Shop, France^. 
by having it publickly knowA that WC take ou«: 
Faftiiorts ff oat thence. . - 
a. It will employ ouf Poor^ 

3, ft.wJU increafe the Stock of Pcopte* 

4. It will increafe our Riches. 

Thefe Jiaving been already proved tabedieConp-- 
fequentes of the Increafe of Trade, the Reader 
is referred back to thefe Heads in the Remarks on- 
the foregoing Propofals. 

/5'. It will increafe the Value of Lartds. 

This is a Confequence of all the above Remarks ;: 
for whatever caufes Trade, employs the Poor, in- 
creafes' the Stock of People, and increafes our 
Riches, muft increafe the Value of our Lands 5 
for the Prooik of which the Reader is referred to 

p. III. ': ' ^ 

The ereflin^ a Drawing-School at the Publick 
Expence is (Proved to be the CaufeOf Trade, which 
is the Caufe of all 'the other Remarks, therefore 
the eredling a DraVring-School at the Publick Ex- 
pence is a great Increafer of the Value of Lands. 

Though this Article maybe thought at firft 
View to be too inconfiderable to find a Place a- 
mong the other Propofals that feem to be of far 
greater Concern, yet upon mature Confideration it 

will 
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-will appear to be of very great confcquence, for in 
moft Articles of Trade, befides the Ufe propofed, 
the Eye of fancy muft he plcafcd, nay is often the 
Jirft Inducement to biiy^ Goods that have the Re- 
putation of being the meft fafiiidnable, will not 
^'nlv have the Preference at Market, which is a 
urafl s^dvantage^ but alio fetch the beft Prices, by 
liavin^ mamy Articles thought faditonable, all Will 
hs ^efibeemed To m tinie \ and whyHsould not the! 
Britijh Modes ^ow as pr^v^Jent as the F>'^r^, when 
the fame Means are; taken to improve them ? 

If we only confider what Money mofl Peo(>Te 
^pend in Superfluities, whofe Values arife more 
^rom the Workmanfhip than the Material, the 
o^moHnt and the Number of People thereby main-* 
tamed, or in other words, ^he vaft Sums that the 
FnnA draw yearly into their Countiy from all Na- 
tions for Works of Fancy only ( thefe I iay will 
ihew^ that this Afttde of Fafliion is very well 
worth our At^eaition; then as to Trade in general^ 
as one Arlxole often helps off ^another, to increafe 
in Tafte will un4ouhledly he a means to iacreai^ 
greatly in Trade. 

Ekvmth P R P O S A !/• 



To improve the Navigation of loUr Rivers as far 
«S they are capable^ ' 

'Though it be very advantageous, to render ai 
many Rivers navigable as pofiible, yet thcjqining 
Rivers by Cuts or Canals in fome Situations is of 
the higheft Benefie, we faaVe fome that immediate- 
ly require our Attention, vk, tiie joining the 
thames to the Avpn^ the Trerit id th^ifvcrp, and 
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Of the Benefits arifingby improvmg the Naviga- 
tion of our £.fvers as iar as they are capable. 

T, It will iiKreafe Trade, • 

By improv4ng oar Maaufeftutes^ .for \Wqo% 
Hemp) Pbx and Iron, l?eing heavy bulky Com- 
n^odities, their Carriage makes a great part oF 
their Price ; as Carriage by Water is far cheaper 
than by Land, .the former muft bring th^ Mate- 
rials cheaper to the Warkmenj and the Manufac* 
tUres cheaper from thent to the Sea-Portar,. ta the 
great EtKQuragement of their Sale m foreign Coixn- 
tries. ' , . .- 

By being a vaft Security to our Trade in time 
of War, a$ it will cut (hort fome tedious Naviga- 
tions round our Coads, and carry many Goods 
fafc within Land^ thai muft otherwife make a. 
long, hazardous, coafting Voyage ; our Coafters 
are weak defenceJ^fs Vcflcisi, pavigaled by few 
iAen, and many Boys, which tcn>f»t Privateers to 
fnap tliem up in time^of War, and encourage our 
Enemies to fit out Ships to cruize on our Trade, 
which, as the Seas have been guarded of late Years, 
Aas turned greatly to our Lofs ; whereas in cafe of 
a Fnnch'Vfiry Hull and London having a Commu- 
jircatioa by the CJanals with jSfj'?^ ^ould ratfeer 
trade by that Conveyance, than truft their Goods 
pn.VeflelsJunGapable of D©fe«K;c4.nor would this 
Jeflen our Number of Sailors m time pf War, wha 
would find fuificicnt Employment on board the 
King's Ships,, whereby they wouU be quicker man- 
ned to defend their Country and offend its Eoefflies. 
. 2. It will employ our Poor. , 

3. It will increafe the Stoci of People. 

^4. It will increafe our Riches. 
' 'Thefe having bceiT already proved to be the 
. Confequence^ of the increafe of Trade, the Reader 

is 
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IS TcfFerred back to ^thefe Heads in the Remarks oa 
''Jtbe foregoing Propofals. 

5. It will increafe the Value of our Lapds. 
• This is aConfequence of all fhe above Remarks ; 
for whatever caufes Trade^ employs the Poor, in- 
Tcreafes the Stock of People, and increafes our* 
Kiches, imrft increafe the* Value of our Lands; for 
^he Proo6 of which the Reader is referred to Page 
III. 

The improving tlie Navigatron of -our Rivers at 
far as -they arc capable is proved to be theCaufe of 
Trade, "vdiich k the Caufe of ail the other Re- 
«iarks;; therefore the improving the Navigation of 
our Rivers, :as faT as they are xapahlC) is a great 
Increafer of the Value of Lands. 

Befides^ this wiU improve the Lands themfelves, 
by aflFording a ^heap Carriage of all Sorts of Ma- 
tiures, whereof the Charges of Carriage arc fomc- 
;times ten times the Value $ and alfo by bringing 
the Produce of the Lands, which are always bulky 
Commodities, cheap to otrr Own PeofJe, and. the 
Superfluities €or Exportation cheap to the Sea* 
coafis, w4iercby a more •conftafit Market will be 
foondfor4rhei»«' 

Having thus attempted to |hew that our Natu- 
xal Advantages in Trade are undoubtedly fuperior 
io any Nation's wtiktfeeyer; that if -properly cul- 
th^ated they would render 11& more formidable than 
France^ confequently than any Oouotry in JSttrdpe\ 
that if our Trade was quite Free^ and thofc vafl 
Sums that now lie dead in our Funds circulating in 
Bonds, we Should raife an iminenfe Trade all over 
the World, a vaft Navigation for our ProteSion, 
increafe the number of our People, give Employ- 
ment to zil oatPoor, nbculnubtc Riches yearly, 
and that all this cannot be done without vaftly in- 
cf eafing the Value of Lands, which in the Remarks 
[. Mthe fevcral ^tofo&b I have endeavoured fully to 
[, prove. 
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prove, to the Convifllon, I hope, of thofe Gen* 
tiemen for whofe Benefit t\\\BEJfay chiefly was inr 
tcndedj v/z. our Country-Gentlemen the L9nd** 
holders of thefe tY^rte Kingdoms. Be/ore concla- 
ding I muft repeat, Th^t my chief Intent herein 
was to remove that deftrufiive Prejudice arifiog 
from the falfe Diftin^^ion of Landed and Trading 
InUreJls^hy (hewing, Thajt there neither is not can 
beany difference of In tereft between them; for- 
whatever clogs Tride muft lin]c the Value of 
l*and^, and tb^t any B«n^fit to Trade, how re- 
mote, foever it m^y feem from Land, will at lafi 
terminate in increafiiig \t9 Valuii?; therefore I dare 
boldly iaffirm, Th^t the giving Trade theutmoft 
Freedoms and Encouragements is the greateft and 
Qioil folid Jn]k]^OYen[}^nt of th$ Value of Lands. It 
mvjibe md$tUi ftys the Author of Britannia Lan-\ 
gii/fnSf p, 290, thai ^ir^ oar 7radi cajid as our 
neighbour* N^timi^ Engljmd w$uld have the Supermi'^ 
i^ijtnce the fyme Caf{ffs muft pf^dme gr^ai& EJfjaSfs 
in JBiigbiQd, iemg imftg9reued with tbefo wr Natitnal 
Jdvantfigeiwhich H9 otfur- Nation ifoth pr can er^ioy. 

W9# mt Trad^ fitfed jMid encouraged by the 
Propofals beyond that of bur Neighbours, to wliat 
a b^ighl <tf lUcI^ H^ Ppwer would t)o( our Na- 
tpral liiv^\\t9fp^ ^qirry u/s i The Cotifideratioik of 
wbichi ^ b^rd^y Aib^jto4 U^ the Lfegfflatare, 
vhigh x^ wh^eAcyer jt p|ea&a maks us the moft 

4oM(iAipg>«9ete mtbe w;orl^» 
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